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Tranſlator's Preface. 


SETS HE Reader will ſoon 
& 7g perceive, by peruſing 
the following Sheets, 
that our Per/an "Ra | 
chang d his Stile as well as Sen- 
timents with. Regard to ſome _ 
Things, in the firſt Volume of 


Letters, ſaid to have been writ- 


at Iſpahan. | 
„ BUT 


ten by Selim at London, to Mirza: | 


1 The PREFACE. 


BI his Love of Liberty ſtill 
remains, and his Cenſures upon 
Vice and Corruption are not aba- 

ted; but rather encreas d: And 
Selim, in this is as much a 


Friend to the true Intereſt of 


Britain as in the firſt Volume. 


— F am ſufficiently aware, that 
the Engliſh Reader may object, 


that the following Letters have 


neither the Air nor Sentiments 
of a Perſian, that they are not 
written in the Stile of the Eaſt, 

nor put in the Dreſs that a Man 

of Senſe, of that Country, may 
be ſuppos'd to have written to 
his Correſpondent at I/pahar. 
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1 I readily allow, that the Ob- 
W jection is juſt. But it lies as 
ſtrongly againſt the firſt Volume, 
as againſt this ſecond. And if 
the Tranſlator of the firſt Vo- 
lame thought fit to mold his 
Perfian after the European Cut, 
E think I have as much Right to 
-new model mine, as my Brother 
Tranſlator had to faſhion his: 
And when he 1s pleas d to ſhew 
the Originals from which his 
were tranſlated, 1 ſhall be willing 
to * mine. 1 


IN the mean time, as: the 
Tranſlator of the firſt Volume; 
made. his Selim run, out of his 
Wits, to get rid of thoſe Princi- 


ples of aaa Power, in 
which 


iv. The PREFACE 


which he muſt have been bred, 
as a Perjian, by bending the 1 
Stick (and keeping it bent) too 
much on the other Side; I ſee 
no Reaſon why I may not bring 
my Selim back to his Senſes, and 
let him retain a due Regard ſor 
Monarchy, without deviating into 
an Approbation of Tyranny and 
Arbitrary Power. And I think 
I may give his juſt Cenſures of 
corrupt Politicks without making 
him 
Hate all Kings, and the - 
Thrones that they 15 it on. 


WHETHER Selim 1hall be 
better receiv d in his firſt or ſe- 
cond Dreſs, muſt be leſt to the 
Taſte of the Town, But whate- 


ver Efforts have been made to 


debauch 


— — 


r 


The PREFACE. v 
debauch the Principles of the 
People of the 0 Age, I 
would ſain hope that the Infection 
is not as yet ſo. univerſal, as to 
make the generality of ENGLISH 
Readers (for whom the follow- 


ing Tranſlation was chiefly de- 


fign'd) reject the following 


Sheets, becauſe they endeavour 
to reſcue . Monarchy out of 
the Hands of 


ff. the Mob; and to 
vindicate the Reputation of ſome 
of our Kings, from the falſe Aſ- 
perſions, by which the Republi- 
cans have endeavour d to beſpat- 


ter them: And this I ſhall do, 


without attempting to encourage 
Arbitrary. Power; in the beſt of 
Kings, leſt we. ſhould, in future 
Ages, be curs'd. with a bad one; 
or, (which is much: the ſame 


Thin g) 


wham I n a great Regard. 


The PREFACE. 
Thing) with a good. King and a 
bad 2 niſter, iff ſuch a en 
tion may be made. „„ 
fy = 
BUT there is one Cuſtem 1 
find neceſſary to give the Reader, 
DD. That he may not dreſs up 
Perſons now alive, in the Cloths 
fitted for ſome who have been, 
half a Century and more, dead 
and gone: Nor by Innuendo's 
make the Per/ian ſay more than 


he intended, or en Gn this 
' Tranſlation. 1 


vi 


As to: the 883 Story, 
ſince Zelis deſign'd it for the 
Entertainment . the Perfian La- 
dies, I thought it might be ac- 
ceptable to thoſe of England, for 


And 


The PREFACE va 


And I was the rather prevaibd 


upon to inſert it, among the 
other Letters, becauſe I have a 
FTranflation of it in MS. of above 
bo Years Old, from which, find- 
ing it agreed exactly with Zels's 
Arabic Copy, I have given it in 
the following Sheets. If the Eu- 
gliſ Ladies like the Specimen 
here given, I may, hereafter, 
take the Pains to tranſcribe the 
whole Adventures of Hyempſal, 
altho' I ſhould give up my Cor- 
reſpondence with Seki. 


IT is not ptetended, that 
theſe Letters come up to the 
Spirit of ſome Eaſtern Letters 
written by others, and much leſs 
to the moſt exeellent \ Pieces of 
the Turks/b Spy; the Tranſlator 

„ had 


vii The PRE FACE. 
had neither Leiſure nor Ability 
for ſuch a Performance. His 


chief Deſign was to give a mo- 


deſt Check to ſome unneceſſary 
Reflections in the former Volume 
of Perſian Letters, and there- 
fore has kept no cloſer to the 
Zaſtern Hile than the Tranſlator 
of the firſt did. If he ſhall have 
Succeſs in this well meant Inten- 
tion, he will think his Pains well 
beſtow d; and he declares ho- 
neſtly, that he is as hearty a Lover 
of Liberty as any Man in Britain, 
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L. ET PEN U 
SELIM at London, 70 MIRZA at Ipahan. 
The Reaſon of SELIM's Stay at London. 


HOU wilt be amazed, my 

deareſt Mirza, at the firſt 
A Wy Sight of another Letter from 
FRYASE2HS? this Place, after I had told 
dee my fix'd Reſolution to 
leare it, and that the Ship was ready waiting 
for me to embark: But thy Wonder will 
ſoon ceaſe, when thou knoweſt the Occaſion, 
which, for ſome Time at leaſt, has prevented 


my Return to thee and my native Country. 
| y IN 
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2 LETTERS fan 4 


IN few Words then I muſt acquaint thee, 


That when I had prepared every Thing for 


my Departure, and had nothing more to do 
but to take Leave of my valuable Friend 
Abdallah, and the lovely Zelis; even vhilſt 


I was meditating how to fortiſy myſelf againſt 5 


the Weakneſs naturally incident to ſuch a 
tender Interview, ſo that I might not betra 


myſelf, nor diſcover the leaſt Paſſion for her 


unbecoming the ſincere Friendſhip I had for 
him, J was interrupted with a Meſſage from 
Zelis, to inform me, That Abdallah was ſud- 
denly ſeized with a violent and dangerous 


Sickneſs; and that it was their joint Requeſt 


_ to ſee me inſtantly. 


I flew to his Houſe. And there I found 


my Friend in Bed, and the afflicted Zelis 
attending with ſome Cordials to ſupport 


him. No fooner did he ſee me, but he 


called me to him, and eagerly graſping my 


Hand, placed me on the Bed-ſide : And after 


having briefly told me the Symptoms of his 


Malady, and the Means he had uſed (but 


with ſmall Hopes) in order to his Recovery, 
he turned to me, and, raiſing his Voice a 


little, beſpake me in Words to this Effect ; 
© Ah, Selim, ſaid he, tis not many Moons 
ſince ] had Occaſion to leave thee intruſted 


© with all that could make this World dear 


to me; my lovely Zelis / How honoura- 


© bly you diſcharged yourſelf of that great 


* © 'Truft, is ſo deeply imprinted on both her 


Heart 


Reer 
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 FERSIAN in Lonpon. 7 


Heart and mine, as nothing but Death 


© can eraze out of our grateful Memories. 


The Sorrows I had to ſtruggle with, in my 
late Voyage, I have already made known 
to you: But the Joys your Friendſhip has 
crown'd me with, ſince my Return, no 
Words are ſufficient to expreſs. Neither 


c 
c 
© is this a Time for me to attempt it. I find 
C 
c 
c 
> 


my Term of Lite is expiring; and I ſhall 
ſoon leave you again, never to return 
more. God, and our Holy Prophet, call 


for me; and I wi.lingly reſign myſelf. The 


only Thing which would otherwiſe hare 
= cmbarraſs'd me, I can now take Leave of 
with leſs ReluEtance, in full Confidence of 


your well tried Virtue and experienced 


Friendſhip. 'To you, therefore, the beſt 
of Friends, I bequeath the beſt of Wives. 


I need not entreat you to uſe her well, bos 
cauſe, Pm ſure, you are not capable of 
doing otherwiſe. But, ſince ſhe cannot 


now much longer be mine, take het for my 
ſake, as the laſt and beſt Legacy I have to 
leave you, as well as for her own Merit, 
which you are not a Stranger to: For, in 
Compariſon of my Zelis, all my Jewels, 
and Gold, and other Riches (which at the 
ſame Time I bequeath to you with her) 1 
count as nothing worth your Acceptance. 


hen taking us both by the Hand, he ſaluted 


s ſeverally, and joined our Hands together. 


iter which, his Spirits failing, he reclined 
0 | B 2 wife 
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5 LETTERS From 4 


himſelf upon the Bed in Silence: But tilt 
holding our Hands together joined in his, 
and preſſing them gently, he with a pleaſed 
Countenance, but a broken Accent, uttered 


theſe Words, Hali. Selim. Zelis and after 


ſome Moments breathed out his laſt. 
IMAGINE now, dear Mirza, the difſe- 

rent Paſſions which poſſeſſed my Mind. Grief, 

unfeigned Grief, for the Loſs of a worthy 


Friend! Love for his amiable Reli&!' and 


a ſympathetic Concern, at the ſame Time, 
for the pious Sorrow with which her Heart 
was overwhelm'd, on Account of that long 
and ſudden Separation: Tho' the tender 
Senſe I had of the unexpected Demiſe of my 


Friend made me, for ſome Time, leſs ſenſi- 


ble of the approaching Happineſs of poſſeſſing MW 
my adored Zelis. For, whi'e Abdallah was 


addreſſing me in the Terms before-mention'd, 
T conſidered her no otherwiſe than as a ſur- 
viving Part of him. But, when I ſaw he was 


no more, I recollected, that I was then to 


OY 


| look upon her as my own. 


AS ſoon as I had recover'd myſelf from 
the firſt Surpriſe, I committed her to the 
Care of her - Female . Domeſticks; not 
thinking 1t conſiſtent with Decency to enter 
upon the Particulars of her aying Husband's 
Bequeſt to me. But waiting on her the 
next Morning, after a Night not ſpent in 


2 Sleep, I aſſured her of my Reſo- 


n to take care of every Thing neceſſary 
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to be done with due Regard to the Remains 
of our Abdallah; entreating her only to be 
careful of her own Health, and not to ſuffer 
hetſe'f to be caſt down, for what was not in 
the Power of either of us to foreſee or pre- 
vent. 

THE Manner in which I had behaved 
towards her, during my former Truſt, had 
fo confeſſedly engaged her, that I did not 
think my ſelf oblig'd by the ſtricteſt Rules 
of Ceremony and Pun&tilio. So that after 
the Obſequies of Abdallah were perform'd 
in the beſt Manner the Cuſtom of this Coun- 
try would permit, and ſhe was, in ſome 
leaſure, reſtored to her wonted Health, I 
took Occaſion, while we were taking a ſo- 
Htary Walk together in her Garden one E- 
vening, thus to accoſt her; Zelis, ſaid I, 
nothing would induce me to refreſh your 
* Memory with the mournful Solemnity late- 
* ly paſt, were ir not that otherwife I might 
be thought inſenſible of the great Happi- 
* neſs which our dear Abdallah intended me 
* 1n his laſt Legacy. You heard, as well as 
© I, how affectionately he. ſpent his laſt 
Breath in my Favour: And as the beſt 
* Teſtimony he was able to give me of his 
* laſting Friendſhip, how he recommended 
to me all that. was valuable and dear to 
him, even your ſelf; recommended, J ſay, 
becauſe I would rather be oblig'd to 
* your on free Conſent, for my future Hap- 
5 3 pineſs, 
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pu than to the Authority of an Hus- 
5 4 and; tho? you know, how far the Laws 
Doof dur Country would enable me to claim 
2 you under that Title. You have already 
had ſome Experience of my great Regard 
F for you: But I am yet to tell you, that no 
= © ſooner had I reſtor d you to your Abdallah, 
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f.- © after his Return from the Levant, but my 


© Paſſion for you (which I had religiouſly 
* conceal'd even from your ſelf, while I had 
you in my Truſt)- had almoſt overpower'd 
my Reaſon. Inſomuch that, as well to a- 
void any Miſunderſtanding with my more 
happy Friend, as to fly as far as I could 
from the Force of your Charms, and there- 


by in ſome Meaſure ſecure my ſelf from 


* 
c 
= 
* 
c 
c 
had determin'd to haſten my Return to 
* Perſia ; which Reſolution had been ere now 
© executed, had not Abdallab's ſudden Sick- 
© neſs prevented me, at the very Time when 
© I was coming to take my final Leave of 
* him and you, without giving you the leaſt 
* Intimation of the true Cauſe of my ſo haſty 
Departure. But now, ſince I am at Li- 
c 
4 


Leave to do it freely; and at the ſame Time 
to declare, that without your felt, I will 
* never er joy any other Part of my departed 
* Frienu's Legacy, (great and generous as it 
js.) But make you abſolute Miſtreſs and 
© Diſpoſer of that, your ſelf, and me. Ts 

| | is © only 
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the Diſcovery of my own Weakneſs, I 


'berty to own my Love for you, give me 
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© only let me add, That as I cannot live 

« without you, it is in your Breaſt alone now 

© to pronounce my Doom.“ ; 
WHILST I was ſpeaking I could per- 

ceive a modeſt Bluſh o'erfpread her lovely 

Cheeks: And when I had done, ſhe made 

me this Reply. Alas! Selim, I know not 

how to anſwer you; nor can I remain ſi- 

© lent. Had my Abdallah died in the Eaſt, 

I could willingly attend him in Death, as 1 

© have affectionately accompanied him in 

Life: But ſince the Cuſtoms of the Country 

* where we now are will not permit that, and 

©I am left a Stranger here, I ſhould be ut- 

© terly unworthy of your eſteem, and un- 

* prateful for the many repeated Inſtances of 

your Friendſhip to me and my Abdallah, 

if I ſhould not acknowledge it in ſuch a- 

Manner as to your ſelf ſhall be moſt agree- 

© able. I have had too much Experience of 

your Virtue: and Wiſdom to ſuſpect your 

© putting a wrong Conſtruction upon m 

Words, or imputing to Levity what I look 

© upon as the Effect of Duty. Since there- 

© fore your Friendſhip had juſtly merited 

more than can be repaid you, and my Ab- 

* dallah (for whoſe Memory, I know, you 

* have a due Regard) was deſirous to pay 

W © you all he had, f ſhall make no Scruple to 
ſubmit my ſelf wholly to your prudent 

Conduct, reſerving to my . ſelf no more 

than the decent Days of Mourning, cuſ- 
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© tomary with us on ſuch Occaſions, which 
© Im ſure you'll not deny me. 
HOW much I was tranſported with this 
generous Anſwer of the Woman I love be- 
yond Expreſſion, I leave thee, Mirza, to 
gueſs : Nor wilt thou wonder, that I have 
deſerr'd my intended Voyage. Nothing now 
gives any Allay to my Joy, but the 'Thoughr, 
that I muſt be ſomewhat longer debarr'd the 
Pleaſure of thy Converfation. However, I 
ſhall not  negle& to pay thee my wonted 
Tribute of Letters, till I have the Pleaſure 

of ſeeing thee again at I/pahan, in Company 
with my lovely Zelis. | 


* 
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LETTER E 
SELIM at London, to MIRZA at tpahan: 
| Of the News-Papers. 
H AVING lately got acquainted with 


one whom I take to be a very ſincere 

Man, I took Occaſion to talk to him of 

the Multitude of Papers which are handed 
about this City, by Way of News. 

IH wouldit be ſurpriſed to ſee ſuch a 
a2 Heap of them as come every Morning to a 
he Coffee-houſe: Some of them come out every 


Day, 
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ay, others thrice a Week, and ſeveral of 
hem only once a Week. I ſhall not trouble 
ee with a Character of them all, for the 
Recital, of the Titles only, would take up 
he Space of a Letter, and might paſs for a 


ch 


4 Catalogue of a ſmall Library. But as they 
wirre (all, but one call'd the Gazette, which 
t. makes no Noiſe, as being by Order of the 
e Gorernment) publiſh'd by private Perſons, 
IVithout any Authority, I ſhall only mention- 


Ja Few of them, and -thoſe of different Poli- 
tricks. | N * 
M new Friend, in talking upon this Sub- 
ject, told me, that as there were many Ad- 
vantages attended the Liberty of the Preſs, 
ſo it had its Inconveniences too: For now, 
ſaid he, every Scribler that has a better Opi- 
nion of himſelf than any Body elſe has, ap- 
8 in Print, with a whimſical or plauſible 

itle; and having employ'd a Stalker, to go 
about and pick up Chit, Chat, or, to glean 
Scraps of Foreign News, he writes. a Let-- 
ter to himſelf, under ſome ſpecious Name, 
upon any Subject which ſuits his Inclination 
velt; and then putting in his Gleanings, by 
Way of Letters from his Correſpondents in 
France, Spain, Conſtantinople, or Iſpahan, 
(altho' he never wrote to, nor received a 
Letter from any one out of rhe Bills of: 
Mortality in all his Life) thus furniſh'd, out 
comes a News-Paper, which, to catch the 
Publick, perhaps for two or three Weeks, 
. N may 
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may have ſomething merry or uſeful in it, 
to give it a Name, and then it ſinks into 
Dulneſs. Of this Kind are moſt of the vaſt 
Number of News-Papers; but then they 
are ſupported by Combination of Proprie- 
tors, who join Stock with the Author, and 
employ their different Friends to buy the 
Paper, or to procure Subſcribers for it. 
And then there comes out a Pf (that is to 


fay, a Lye, as my Friend explain d it to me) 


giving an Account the Run this Paper has 
taken, and what a Demand there is for it. 


THERE are other Papers upon a better 


Footing with Regard to Intereſt: Theſe 
Papers being written in Favour of the Ad- 


miniſtration, are ſaid not only to be printed 


at the Charge of a great Man in Power, 
and ſent Free into a great many Hands, 
but the Authors of them are ſaid to be libe- 


rally rewarded for the Pams of n 
an 


them. Some of theſe are Daily Papers, 
others Weekly. - But one may ſee, by com- 


paring them with themſelves, that they are 


not of a Piece; for they are often put under 
a Neceſſity of ſaying Ay and No, tothe ſame 
Thing; which has occaſion'd the merry Jeſt, 
of another Writer, to be now generally be- 

liev'd, that one of thoſe Writers is an Old 
Woman. 5 5 

BUT there are two Weekly Papers, writ- 
ten by Perſons of another Stamp and Turn, 
both of Politicks and Mettle. Theſe _ 
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et up for vindicating the Conſtitution, and 
ave expos'd the Minifterial Writers with A- 
pundance of Reaſon and a vaſt deal of ſolid 
rgument. I ſpeak not of their Wit, which 
s beyond any Thing the others can pre- 
end to. 1 E | 
THEY both ſhew a due Regard for the 


Intereſt of their Country, and, as ſuch, 1 


onour and eſteem them. But as I am a 


lan of Integrity, I muſt own, that I blame 


he Craftſman (for you know, Signior Selim, 


hat is the celebrated Paper, and juſtly ſo, 
Wor the true Spirit of Patriotiſm, and for 


anding in the Gap againſt all Encroach- 


4 nents of all Kinds upon Liberty e) nor can I 
W pprove of his Cenſures the Family of 


he Stuarts, which -I think neither juſt nor 
lecent: Yet I cannot deny but he has, like 
true Briton, made a noble Stand againſt 
oſt of the Corruptions of the Times; 
Ind he. has open'd the Eyes of the Nation 
Wo ſee their own Intereſt, beyond all that has 
een written for many Years paſt. And it 
Whoſe unneceſſary Reflections, upon that Fa- 
ly, were taken out of that Fournal, I 
Whould own it the completeſt Collection of 
Papers in the Engliſh Language, conſidering 
he Times and the Occaſion of his writing. 

| T HE Fault I find with him moſt, is his aſ- 
ſerting that King Fames I. his Acceſfion to 
he Throne is the Ara of Hereditary Right; 
he knows, if he will take the Engliſp Hiftory 
_ from 
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from any other but R—— and B—, two 
(if they are two) Authors, whom in ſeveral i 
Places he ſeems to deſpiſe ; and he has too good 
Senſe not to do it, for he ſays himſelf he 
will not warrant them: He knows, That if 
Hereditary Right was the Conſtitution of il 
England, and the Ground upon which that 
very Prince, (whom he indecently calls as iſ 
Anointed Pedant) came to enjoy the Crown 
of England. He knows, that Paſſive Ole- 
llience wes the Dectrine of the Law, as 
well as the Church of England, long before 
any of the Stuarts came hither; nor was 
there a Law made in King James's Reign 
an Favour of kingly Authority, which was 
not as ſtrongly in Force in the. eigns of his if 
Predeceſſors; and the Homilies which ſet 
that Authority as high as it was afterwards 
preach'd up, were confirm'd in both Houſes 
of Convocation, and then by Act of Parlia- 
ment, in the Reign of his Favourite Queen 
Ehlzabeth. ; Nd. 
1 blame his running down the Character 
of King Charles I. in Oppoſition to Lord iſ 
Clarendon's Hiſtory (for whom he has ex- 
reſs'd every where a juſt Regard) by the 
6 of Rapin, who plainly 
wrote for Party; and his fixing ſuch odious 
Characters upon his Family, by the ſole Au- 
thority of another Hiſtorian of known Ma- 
lice to the Stuart Race, and whoſe Veracity 
no Man in Britain, no not the Author of the 
Craftſman, will vcuch for. 1 HESE 
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LETTE R III. | 
SELIM at London; to MIRZA at Lipahan 


N Acquaintance of mine lately come i 
10 hither from Tunis, brought over with 
. nim The Hiſtory of one of the Kings of Nu. 
midia, written in Arabic; which having no- 
thing to do with Politicks, of this Country at 
leaft, I gave it to my Dear Zelis for her A 
muſement. She was ſo taken with i it, that 
ſhe will not let me reſt, till I ſend thee a Co- 
py of it for the Uſe of our Per/ian Ladies 
As I have great Deference for her Taſte in 
what ſhe pretends to underſtand, I was per-ſ 
bu ſuaded to read it over, and finding nothing 
by | in it which ſhocks either Virtue or Proba-M 
3 bility, I conſented to her Requeſt, and ſhall 
| trranſmit it by Parcels, at a Time, for the UN 
of thy Serrag/io. 


The Hi 72 of Hyempſal King of Numblic 
e the Roman Empire began to de. 


cline, ſeveral Kingdoms, upon the MA. 
| diterranean Coaſt of Africa, ſhook off the 
. BY Yoke, and return'd to their ancient Govern 


ment. 
. AMON 
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AMONG theſe, the Kingdom of Numidia 
as one, which acknowledging the right 
ne of their Kings, who by the Roman 
TT yrny had been deprived of their Right 
or many Years, ſet Hiarbes, one of the De- 
(cendants of Maſſaniſſa, the Friend of the 
famous Scipio, upon the Throne. . 
= HIARBES was about 35 Years of Age 
at the Time of his aſſerting his own Right, 
Wand meeting with no Oppoſition from, the 
Romans who had their Hands full of other 
Enemies, he ſettled the Kingdom upon ſach 


| 


Y at a ſure Foundation, that having reigned 25 

r A- rears he left a flouriſhing Kingdom to his 

8 f of the ſame Name about 23 Years of 

Co- RA oe, | | | N 
dies UPON the Acceſſion of Hiarbes II. tro © 
e in the Throne, he married Lomirilla Daughter 

per- Wot yuba King of Mauritania, who had ſome 

* Time before follow'd the Example of Nu- 

oba 


- 2:14:24 and recovered the Throne of his An- 

ceſtors. Lomirilla was a Lady of great 
Beauty and adorn'd with all the virtuous 
= Qualities, becoming her Birth, ſo that the 
= 1 1midians thought themſelves happy in ſuch 
Wa King and Queen. But what made the Joy 
of that Marriage the more compleat, Lomi- 


de- villa, in a few Years, became the Mother of 
Me WT three hopeſul Sons, Meſanes, Fuba, and y- 
the empſal, and of a beautiful Daughter call d 
Vert” Rofalinda. i LINE TS ol 
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KING Hiarbes, during his too ſhort | 


Reign, not only govern'd the Kingdom with 
a Dexterity which bred univerſal Applauſe iſ 
and Admiration for his ſingular Wiſdom; 
| but ſhew'd himſelf a Pattern of all heroical 
V.irtues, ſo that no Libertine could pretend 
the Example of his Prince to authorize his 
Licentiouſneſs, or to ſtrengthen himſelf in 
Vice by the Hopes of Impunity. He held iſ 
the Ballance of Juſtice with ſuch an equal 
Hand, diſtributed the proper Rewards ot iſ 
Virtue and the Puniſhments of Vice with 
ſuch Impartiality, as procur'd him Lore and 
Fear, Reverence and Afſection from all 
- Ranks and Degrees. For no Body of what 
. Condition ſcever did any Service to. the 
EE | Crown, or any good Office to the Common 
BY | Wealth, that could complain that he was 
| neglected, or not rewarded proportionably 
to his Merit; nor was there any one who had 
ſuffer'd the leaſt Violence or Injury from a- 
ny the leaſt or greateſt of his Fellow - Subjects, 
who had . Cauſe to ſay that he had a Prince 
Whoſe Ears were ſhut againſt his juſt Com- 
plaints, or that his Wrongs were not ſpeedi- 
ly redreſs d by a full Reparation of the Da- 
mages he had ſuſtain'd, and exemplary Pu- 
niſhment of the Offender. 
I hope it will not be an unpleaſant Digreſ- 
| ſion if I gave a particular. Inſtance, which 
| happen'd towards the Beginning of his Reign, 
| and ſhew'd at once his conſumate or 
| IE: an 
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and impartial Juſtice ; and made all his Sub- 
jects reverence his Authority, and regard his 
ſacred Perſon as the Patron of injur'd Virtue, 
and the Terror of Impiety and Oppreſſion. 
Thus it was. 5 B 
THERE liv'd in the Kingdom of Numi- 
dia, a Gentleman of good Quality, and con- 
ſiderable Eſtate, named Zelmanedes, who had 
to Wife a beautiful young Lady called Ro- 
thilda, whoſe comely - Perſon, agreeable 
Converſation, and diſcreet Behaviour, not 
only ſecured to her the Affection of her 
Husband, but made. her reſpected by all 
who had the Happineſs of her Acquaintance. 
IT happened that a Gentleman named 
Aimander, a Youth of a comely Perſonage, 
and agreeable Humour, who kept a hand- 
ſome Equipage, altho' he had but a {mall 
Fortune, being one of Zelmanedes's familiar 
Acquaintances, was invited to dine at his 
Houſe: where looking too frequently upon 
the Lady Rothilda, he finds unawares the 
Flames of unlawful Deſires kindled in his 
Breaſt; but ſo fierce, by his encouraging 
them, that inſtead of quenching, he ſer all 
his Thoughts at Work how to compaſs the 
End of his Deſires. So that after his Depar- 
ture. from Zelmanedes's Houſe, he began to 
contrive how he might find decent Occaſions - 
of being a frequent Viſitor; whereby he 
might have-an — to inſinuate him- 
into her good Graces, and ſo betray her 
i C3. Honour. 


ä 
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Honour. After a Multitude of confuſed 
Thoughts, he at laſt fixed upon this, as the 
beſt Expedient to accompliſh his Deſign, 
which was, to ingratiate himſelt fo with Zel- 
manedes, that he thould eſteem him as one of 
his beſt Friends; by which Means he might 
2 frequent Invitations to his Houſe. 
hus Aimander, whoſe Morals you may per- 
ceive were none of the ſtricteſt, laid his. 
Plot to make the ſacred Name of Friendſhip 
the Stale to purſue his unlawful Game, and 


| honeſt Zelmanedes himſelf to be the Pimp to 


expoſe his Lady's Chaſtity to his Tempta- 
tions, thinking to repay his Civllities with a 


rich Ornament for his Head. | 


HAVING laid this Scheme, he purſued 
it with equal Vigour and Dexterity. - For, 
having eaſily informed himſelf of Zelmane- 
des's principal Concerns, and weightieſt . 

Afﬀairs, both in Court and Country, where: 
he found any Difficulty occur in any Matter 
which he had Intereſt in, he always eſpouſed 
his Side; and being a Man of an active Spi- 
Fit, and ready Wit, he ſo brought it about, 
that without being ſolicited by Zelmanedes, 
or taking any Notice to him, that he in- 
tended him any Friendſhip, he, by his Ad- 
dreſs, and the Intereſt of his Friends, brought 


ſeveral Matters of doubtful Iſſue to turn to. 
. Zelmanedes's Advantage, He was ſufficient- 


aware, that the Intereſt he took in his 
fairs could not long be a Secret to Zelma- 


nedes ; 
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Jedes; and he had taken Care, that the 
Wood Offices he did him, from Time to 


on, Time, ſhould come to his Ears, without be- 
Zel- iag ſeen in the — himſelf, well know 
of iag that a generous Man, as he knew Zel- 
ght MW -:4nedes was, would ſet the greater Value up- 


on the Services he did him, as they ſeemed 
to proceed leſs from Intereſt or Oſtentation. 


his. Nor was he miſtaken' in his Conjecture, for 
hip Zelmanedes being informed from . ſeverat. 
ind Quarters of Aimander's Zeal for his Intereſt, 
to and being ſenſible of the Fruits of his Pains. 
ta- and Activity, by the proſperous Succeſs of 
h a his Affairs, he began to entertain an Affection. 


for him which would have been juſtly due to 
him, if his Actions had proceeded from an 


or, uncorrupt Generofity, and diſ-intereſted. 
ne- PFriendſhip. Zelmanedes therefore took Oc- 
eſt caſion to ſhew his grateful Senſe of Aiman- 
ere der's Services in the higheſt Terms, and in- 
ter viting him frequently to his Houſe, Rat hilda, 
ſed at her Husband's Deſire, and by her own 
pi- Inclination, received him as Zelmauedes's 
ur, beſt Friend, and ſhewed him all the innocent 
es, Marks of a real Eſteem, and virtuous Friend- 
in- thip-; which Aimander improved with fo 


much Art and Addreſs, that Rothilda, who- 
had not the leaſt Suſpicion of a Snake in the 
Graſs, ſoon admitted him to all the Free- 
doms of Converſation, and ſuch a Familia- 
rity, as ſhe thought was due to a Perſon who. 
had taken ſuch Pains to-oblice n 
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and who in all his Behaviour ſhewed himſelf 
above any little Views of Self-intereſt. a 

IN this good Opinion were both Zelmane- 
des and his Lady poſſeſſed of Aimander, ſo 
that they never thought they could ſuffici- 
ently expreſs their Gratitude to him: He 
was every Day at their Houſe, where in | 
little Time he became as it were a Domeſ- 
tick; and being either naturally generous, 
or, which is more likely, affecting to be ſo, 
in order to ſerve his main Deſign, he ſeemed 
to be as much Maſter of the Houſe as Zelma- 
nedles himſelf, Nor did Rothilda ſhew her- 
ſelf any more reſerv'd to him than ſhe would 
to her neareſt Relations; ſhe entertained him 
in the Preſence of her Husband with the 
8 Freedom, at Zelmanedes's earneſt 

fire; and when any Occaſion called him 
abroad for a Day, he would ſend to Aiman- 
der, to come and divert Rothilda till his 
Return. 
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LE F,C.E RT 
SELIM at London, 20 MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
Of ſome Hiftories of England. | 


Y new Friend, whoſe name is Liberius, 

has both by his Converſation, and by 
turniſhing me with Books upon the Subject 
of the Engliſh Hiſtory, made me alter my 
Opinion in ſome Things with regard to the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, particularly during the 
Adminiſtration of the STUARTS, I have 
diſcover'd that I had been impoſed upon 
with regard to ſome Particulars of the Hiſto- 
ry of thoſe Reigns. And as a true Believer 
ought not to be aſhamed to retract an Error, 
which he has innocently been led into, by 
ſuch as he believed underitood the Conſtituti- 
on of their own Country, I ſhall frankly tell 
thee upon what Grounds I repreſented Mat- 
ters in a wrong Light (in ſome of my Letters, 
not many Moons ago) with reſpect to the Fa- 
mily of STUTART, and what Reaſon I now 
have to change my Mind. 

AMONG the many Hiſtories of England, 
with which the Bookſellers Shops are crouded, 
I obſerved one had a more than 82 
| un, 
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Run, and was bought up by all Sorts of 
People. By the quick Sale of it, it was na- 
tural for a Stranger to conclude, that it was 
the beſt of the Kind: And indeed I was ſo 
informed by ſome with whom I converſed. 
And therefore, having read it carefully over, 
I gave thee the former Account, from that 
Hiſtory, as authentick. 

BUT, upon better Information, I find 
that the Author of that Hiſtory was not a na- 
tive of this Country, but of a different. Re- 
gion, Politicks, and Religion from the Engliſh; 
that he was a French Refugee, that is, one 
who not having been ſuffer'd to live in his 
own Country, upon Account of ſome Princi- 
ep and Practices, which thoſe People were 

nd of, not very conſiſtent with. the Safet 
of the Government, had retired. to Holland, 
the common Ahlum for the Refugees of all 
Nations; where having improved in the 
Reltgion and Politicks of the Country, he 
came into England at the Revolution, where 
to juſtify the Change of Government then 
made, and to fhew that the Lords and Com- 
mons in the Convention had miſtaken the Con- 
ſtitution, with regard to the Abdication, this 
Frenchman undertcok to write the Hiſtory of 
England; and altho' neither Lords nor 
Commons could find a Precedent for what 
they found themſelves, as they ſaid, under a 
Neceſſity of doing at that Time, he put it 
out of Doubt that they did not * 
3 | elt 
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their own Conſtitution : And by forging ſome 
Facts, and miſrepreſenting others, he ſnew'd 
that the People had always been above their 
Governors, or at leaſt had a Right to be. 
But I have ſeen it made appear, that he has, 
in more than one Place of his Book, miſre- 
preſented Facts, contrary to publick Re- 
cords. And a late learned Searcher into 
the Archives has, in a printed Paper, ſhew'd, 
by one 2 from him, what a Searcher 
of Records he was. That Gentleman, in 
his Propoſals for printing a Collection of Ori- 
ginal Letters —_— to ©.Elizabeth's Reign, 
has a Paragraph of Rapin's Hiftory of Eng- 
land, in which he ſays, © That the Reaſon 
* why ſo few Original Papers are to be 
* found of Q. Elizabeth's Reign, is, That 
© her Succeſlor K. James I. took Care to 
* get the Records deſtroy'd, leſt they ſhould 
; oak blaſted the Reputation of his Mo- 

8 . n 
NOW I myſelf have ſeen more Original 

Papers relating to the Reign of that Queen, 
than ever were put in the Hiſtory of any one 
Reign wharſoever, there being yet extant 
(unleſs ſome cf them periſh'd in the Bentleian 
Conflagration) Original Letters (almoſt for 
every Day of her long and - proſperous 
Reign of 45 Years) to and from her or her 
Miniſters to all. the Courts in Europe. And 
thoſe authentick Papers, not lock'd up from 
publick View, nor hard to be come at, b 


to 
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to be ſeen in the publick Archives, where 
they may be copied, by a Licence from the 
Government, which is not refuſed upon any 
honeſt Occaſion. 

BUT even this Hiſtory, as I am credibly 
informed, is no farther the Frenchman's than 
to the Beginning of the Troubles of King 
Charles I. (if ſo far;) but the ſubſequent 
Part of it, which goes under his Name, was 
compiled, under the Direction of a Fellow, 
who having taken Sanctuary in Holland, after 
he had been obliged to run his own Coun- 
try, not for building of Churches, getting 
ſome Part of Rapin's Papers from him, pub- 
liſhed them, as far as they went; but ſome 
Miſunderſtanding having happened between 
them, ſo that he would give him no more 
Copy, the Publiſher got his Hiſtory made 
out, from other Memoirs, to the Reſtoration. 
But from that 'Time, it appears plainly to 
be copied from a Poſthumous Hiſtory under 
a great Name, but one who had rhe ill Luck 
12 his Life-time, to be taxed with a violent 
Inclination to L—g. This great Man had 
been once a great Stickler for Arbitrary 
Power, and Unlimited Non-reſiſtance, under 
no leſs Penalty than Damnation; but being 
diſappointed in his Vicw of _ in that 
Way, by ſome other Draw-backs on his 
Character, changed Sides, and enter'd into 
the Cabals of the Republican Party.; and 
being found out, retired to Holland, —_— 


d « 
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he afterwards had no ſmall Hand in bringing 
about the Glorious Revolution, by which he 
made amends for all the Errors he had for- 
merly been engaged in. But they who did 
not like him, printed ſhrewd Letters, taxing 
him publickly with notorious Prevarication 
both with God and Man, in gy about 
that bleſſed Event. Many of thoſe Papers I 
have ſeen, and have been aflured that he ne- 
ver gave any Anſwer to them, as knowin 

that the Authors could prove every Wor 


in- they ſaid, by living Witneſſes of good Cre- 
ng dit. But ſince his Hiſtory came abroad, a 
b- noble Lord, whoſe Veracity in relating Mat- 


ters of Fact I never heard doubted, after 


en having ſpent 37 Pages in ſhewing Falſehoods 

Ire in his Hiſtory, has made the following Re- 

de mark. 5 me | 
on. * THE Biſhop's Hearſays are indeed in 
to © moſt Caſes very doubtful. His Hiſtory is a 
ler © Collection of little elſe but ſuch a one told 

ck © ſuch a one, and ſuch a one told me. This 

ent Sort of Teſtimony is allow'd in no Caſe; 

ad nor can the leaſt Certainty be built upon 

ry Stories handed about from one to another; 

ler * which muſt neceſſarily alter in the ſeveral 
ng Repetitions by different Perſons. I ſhall 

lat then conclude with one Obſervation only, 

his * upon the moſt important Hearſay in his 


* whole Book, upon which the Credit of the 
Lreſt may depend. . 
F<] R His 
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able not to raiſe my Curioſity : The Dutch- 
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© Acquaintance with Mr. Henley; but ſhe re- 


* His Lordſhip had it from Mr. Henley, 
© who had it from the Dutcheſs of Por!/- 
© mouth, that K. CHARLES the Second 
© was poiſoned. It was my Fortune to be re- 
© ſiding at Paris when this Hiſtory was pub- 
© liſhed: Such a Particular was too remark- 


© eſs was then like w iſe at Paris. I employed 
© a Perſon who had the Honour to be inti- 
© mate with her Grace, to enquire ſrom her 
© own Mouth into the Truth of this Paſſage. 
© Her Reply was this, T hat ſhe recollected no 


© member d well Dr. Burnet, and his Cha- 
* rafter : That the King and the Duke, and 
© the whote Conrt, look'd upon him as the great- 
© eft Liar upon the Face of the Earth, and 
© there was no believing one Word that he ſaid.'* 
IIS Lord, who was the moſt courteous 
Man alive, diſclaims giving that Character 
of the Biſhop, as his own, out of Regard to 
his Cloth. W PE | 

THESE, my Dear Mirza, are the Hi- 
ſtories from which all the ſcandalous Reflec- 
tions upon the Family of the STUARTS are 
borrow'd, and which no Body believes but a 
Set of People who hate Monarchy, and long 
to ſee Cheeſemongers ana Fiſhmongers at the 
Head of the Commonwealth, after the Dutch. 
Mode. Put my Friend aflures me it will ne- 


See Lord Lanſdown's Works in ato, p. 496. 
| = | ver 
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ey, ver go down with the Engliſh; and indeed 
* it ſeems to be againſt the Genius of this. 
md Country. „ | 
re- | / 
1b- 12 N 5 
rk- 9 2 85 
ch- 3 
[ed E-B=E-F ESP 
It1- NR 
her Bl SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
ige. | i. 
10 T he Numidian Hiftory continu d. 
re- | x 
ha- Wl TN this Manner they liv'd for ſome Time, 
and and Aimander having taken all imagina- 
u- dle Pains to oblige the Lady in all the little 
and Wl Commiſſions and Services in which he had 
4. Wl officicuſly engag d himſelf to pleaſe her, the ' 
OUS thought herſelf as much bound to him for his 
cer Bl Civilities to her, as for his Friendſhip to her 
to Husband. But Aimander, whoſe Paſſion 
4 was conſiderably enflam'd by the Charms of 
Hi- Rothilda's Converſation, and by the inno- 
flec- cent Marks of her Eſteem, burn'd with Im- 
are patience to diſcover his Mind; and being 
ut a pretty confident that her Diſcretion would 
long reſtrain her from diſcovering his Love, to 
OP Lelmanedes, altho' ſhe did not reward it ac- 
urch 


cording to his Deſire, he reſoly'd to break 
the Silence he had ſo long kept, and to let 
her know the true Source of all his officious 
Kindneſs. And therefore, being one Day 
Ea "ok alone 


Une. 


Ver 
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alone with her in the Parlour, Zelmanedes 
being abroad about ſome Buſineſs, which he 
told them would take him up all the Day, 
Rothilda having in a very obliging Manner 
thank'd Aimander for ſome Favour he had 
lately done her Husband, and extol'd his ge- 
nerous Friendſhip with thoſe Praiſes ſhe 
thought juſtly due to it; Aimander, not to 
let ſlip ſo fair an Opportunity If diſcovering 
his Paſſion, having firſt beheld her a while 

with Eyes flaming with Luft, ſpoke in theſe 
Words. | R 
IS it poſſible, Madam, that a Lady of 
your Senſe and Penetration can not have 
jound out in all this Time, that all thoſe Of- 
fices which you are pleas'd fo highly to prize, 
proceeded from a nobler Cauſe than Friend- 
ſhip to Zelmanedes ; and altho' I have hitherto 
kept'the, Paſſion which conſumes me a Secret 
from all others, can it be, that the lovely 
Authreſs of it has not read it in my Eyes? 
Yes, beautiful Rozhilda you muſt know 
that Aimander dies for you, and if I have 
done any Thing to ſerve Zelmanedes, he owes 
me no Thanks for it, ſince I never confider'd 
him in any Action of my Life, but as an In- 
ſtrument to procure me this Opportunity to 
tell the fair Rothilda, that I die for Love of 
her———Aimander would have gone on, and 
was preparing by a Torrent of paſſionate 
Expreſſions to allay that Anger which was 
viſible m her Eyes: And pethaps the __ 
"Wis þ priſe 
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priſe his Words had put her in might have 
giren him Time to have ſaid more, if ſhe _ 
had not quickly recollected herſelf, and in- 
terrupting him firſt, by a Look mix'd with 
Anger and Shame, ſhe thus ſtop'd the farther 
Progreſs of his Diſcourſe. What Levity, 
Aimander, have you ever obſerv'd in me, 
whereupon to build this Confidence to attack 
my Honour in this baſe Manner. If you 
have taken Advantage of my civil and obli- 
ging Behaviour towards you, whilſt I thought 
you a Friend to Zelmanedes, that you have 
thence form'd to yourſelf an Idea of me to 
the Prejudice of my Virtue, I ſhall take care, 
for the future, to behave myſelf after ſuch a 
Manner towards you, as fhall convince you 
of your Miſtake, In the mean time I would 
have you to know, that I have that Reve- 
rence for the Gods, who ſee all our Actions, 
that I hope I ſhall never bring myſelf under 
their Diſpleaſure by ſuch an Impiety as F 
bluſh to think of, much more to trate. 
I have too much Love. for a kind Husband, _ 
to entertain a Thought of betraying his Ho- 
nour to your unlawful Deſires. And I muſt 
tell you farther, tho by this Attempt you 
ſeem to think otherwiſe, that I have that 
Regard for my own Honour, that I would 
{corn to be what I diſdain to name, even to 
pe Ring of Numidia, if heſhould make the 
e Attempt upon my Virtue that Aiman« 
der has. As long as I thought your prod 
7. 4 | es 
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they came. Wherefore, Aimander, ceaſe 


ſuch Affection as may ſatisfy a Friend; but 


- Virtue. 


but Rothilda, who wiſely conſider'd that 
parlying with an Enemy was dangerous, gave 


r from « | 


Offices proceeded froma diſ-intereſted Friend- 
ſhip to Zelmanedes, I valu'd your Perſon, 
and was ready to ſhew my Gratitude by all 
the Ways that Virtue could authorize ; but | 
now that I hear from your own Mouth, al- 
tho” I never ſuſpected it before, that the Fa- 
vours you did to Zelmanedes were ſo many 
Snares laid for the Chaſtity of Rothilda; 
they have loſt their Merit with me, upon the 
Account of the baſe Principle from which 


from this Impiety againſt the Gods, from ſuch 
baſe Attempts againſt my Honour, and ſuch 
treacherous and diſhoneſt Deſigns againſt 
Zelmanedes, for whom you have profeſs'd 
ſuch Friendſhip, and who is very ſincere in 
bis to you. If you will diveſt yourſelf of 
your carnal Deſires, which you dignify with 
the Name of Love, and return.to true Friend- 
ſhip and Honour, you ſhall always find in me 


if you perſiſt in your unjuſt Deſign of endea- 
vouring to leſſen in my Heart the ſincere 
Lore I bear to my dear Zelmanedes, I ſhall 
ſoon take a Courſe to free myſelf from your 
Importunity, and ſhall hate and deteſt the 
Man who perſiſts in a Deſign to ruin my 

AIMANDER, altho' ſtung to the Heart 
with this ſharp Repulſe, was going to reply; 
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him no Opportunity, but calling for her 
Maid, and pretending ſome Buſineſs in ano- 
ther Part of the Houſe, left her unjuſt Lover 
to lament the ill Succeſs of his unworthy At- 
tempt. Altho' his own Virtue was drown'd 
in the Sink of his licentious Deſires, yet he 
could not but admire the Virtue of Rothil- 
da; but that Admiration ſerv'd only to en- 
flame his Breaſt the more; and as a Diamond 
is of the greater Value the harder it is to be 
broken, the greater Difficulty he found in 
, conquering Rothilda, the more he eſteem'd 
her; and was reſolv'd, now that he had dif- 
cover'd his Paſſion, to gain the Conqueſt, or 
to periſh in the Attempt. But Rozhilda car- 
ried Matters fo, that ſhe gave him no Op- 
portunity of being alone with her, altho', in 
Zelmanedes's Prefence, ſhe behav'd to him 
after the former Manner, being unwilling to 
breed a Quarrel between them ; which ſhe 
knew would be unavoidable if the ſhould 
diſcover Aimander's Follyy. 
SOME Time paſs'd before he could have 
any Acceſs to her, and ſhe manag'd herſelf 
ſo diſcreetly, that without any one's know- 
ing the Reaſon, except Aimander himſelf, . 
ſhe took Care to have always ſome or other 
with her whilſt he was in the Houſe, But it 
happen'd one Day, as Zelmanedes, Rothilda, - 
and Aimander were together in an Arbour 
of the Garden, that a Servant came to tell 
Lelmanedes that a certain Perſon wanted to 
2 . ſpeak 
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ſpeak with him, upon which he left them, 


deſiring his Lady, after his uſual Manner, 
to entertain his Friend till he return'd. Ro- 
thilda was vex'd at being ſo caught, but be- 
ing a Lady of great Diſcretion, ſhe judg'd 
it was better to risk hearing the Impertmence 
of Aimander, than to diſturb the Quiet of 
her Husband, by railing a Suſpicion in his 
Mind by her refuſing to ſtay with his pro- 
feſs'd Friend till his Return, reſolving at the 
fame Time to treat him in ſuch a Manner, 
if he ſpoke to her of his Paſſion, as ſhould. 
take from him all Hope of Succeſs, and for 
ever ſilence him upon that Subject. | 
. Lelmanedes was no ſooner gone, but A- 
mander, who had long deſir'd fo favourable 
an Opportunity, addreſt himſelf to her in the 
moſt paſſionate Männer; but ſhe gave him 
no Time to ſay any more than Divine Ro- 
thilda when caſting a furious Look at him, 


and riſing from her Seat, Baſe Man, ſaid ſhe, 


ceaſe to defile my Ears with thy beaſtly 
Luſt; nor expect that any Thing thy Tongue 
can utter can atone for the Rottenneſs of thy 
Heart; it is too much that I have once had 


the Shame to hear thy impudent Declaration; 


but if thou art not loſt to all Senſe ot thy 
own Safety, as thou art void of Honour and 
Virtue, trouble me no more with thy ſhame- 


ful Eloquence, nor think to avoid the Puniſh- 


ment due to thy perfidious Abuſe of the 


Friendſhip of one of the molt virtuous of 


A A thy 
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thy Sex, when I ſhall be forced to diſcover 
to my dear Zelmanedes what a treacherous 
Friend he has of the wicked Aimander. As 
ſhe utter'd theſe Words ſhe was going to re- 
tire; but Aimander, who by her Care to 
ſhun him, and by his Knowledge of her Vir- 
tue, had laid a new Plan for accompliſhing 
his wicked Deſign, ſtopping her Paſſage with 
great Reſpect, gave her to underſtand that 
the had miſtaken his Purpoſe. He own'd 
indeed that he had a moſt violent Paſſion for 
her, but that the Trouble he felt for being 
under her Diſpleaſure, had made him long 
for an Opportunity to beg Pardon for the 
Injury he had done both to her and Zelma- 
nedes, and that his Deſign in the Speech. 
which ſhe had interrupted: was, to have e 
preſt his Repentance for it, and to aſſure her, 
as he now did, that he would never ſay any 
Thing to her which might offend her; and as 
he eſteem'd her infinitely the more for her. 
Virtue, he would endeavour to imitate her 
in the Practice of it, and if he could not get 
the better of his Love, he promis'd taithfully 
that it ſhould never produce any Effects that 
might diſturb the Quiet either of her or Zel- 


manedes, provided that ſhe would forgive 
him, and live with him after the ſame Man- 
ner ſhe had done before the Declaration, 

which had ſo juſtly offended her. 5 
 ROTHILDA, who was a Lady of a ſweet - 
Diſpoſition, hearing Aimander ſpeak in this. 
Manner, 
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Manner, and not ſuſpecting any wicked De- 
ſign, had the Goodneſs to beg his Pardon for 
the ſharp Words ſhe had us d towards him, 
and promis'd him the ſame Friendſhip as for- 

merly, upon the Conditions he himſelf had 
laid down. And thus after ſeveral Proteſta- 
tions of his inviolable Qbſervation of what 
was then agreed upon, by the Time that 
Lelmanedes return'd, Rothilda's Mind was 
at Eaſe, and ſhe liv'd with Aimander, as if 
he had never diſobliged her; and he having 
a new Plot in view, kept ftrictly to the Terms 
propos 'd, ſo that he ſeem'd to have got the 
better of his unjuſt Paſſion, and Rothilda for- 

got intirely her Reſentmeur, 


— — — —— —— — — — ——— . 
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ener VE 
7 HOULI MOLLACK, one of the Holy 
g 3 of the Tomb of the great Pra- 
Rn” | 
1 On Religion. 


—— — 


; 


HAT I wrote thee, venerable Mol- 
lack ſome Moons ago, that the 
true Religion was by Degrees introducing 
itſelf among theſe Infidels, I can now with 
great Pleaſure and more Certainty, give thee 
ground to believe. The great 8 

whic 


* . 
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De- which hinder'd the Enugliſp hitherto from 
n for being true Muſſulmen, was their Reverence 
him, for Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Life and Miracles 
for- Ml we likewiſe have great Regard for, next to 
had Il thoſe of Mahomet, our great Prophet. But 
that Reſpe& for Chriſt is wearing off apace. 
vhat Wouldſt thou believe it, Holy Servant of the 
that venerable Tomb, there is ſcarce a Week paſſes 
Was without ſome ſcandalous Pamphlet againft 
is if their Miah. And which is more pleaſing 
to me, as I know it will be to thee likewiſe, 
rms many of the Prieſts of that Religion laugh 
at the Veneration paid to him, and tho' they 
are oblig d to pray to him in the ſtated Wor- 
ſhip of their Moſques, yet when they come 
to thoſe Parts of it which relate to Jeſus 
1 Chrift, they run them over in ſuch haſte, or 


Audience may plainly perceive they make a 
Jeſt of the Doctrine to which they have ſo- 
lemnly ſworn. And one great Advantage 
thoſe Prieſts have above others, is, that they 
are much in Favour with ſome great Ladies 
ot the Kingdom, eſpecially ſuch as ſet up 
for Polite Learning. Thou wouldft be ſur- 
pris d to ſee with what Aſſurance thoſe La- 
dies of Quality, and from them, their Male 
and Female Attendants, ſpeak of what the 
Church of England in former Days believ'd 
to be profound Myſteries ; and with what Ea- 


be: gerneſs they ſtuff their Libraries with Books 
1 and Pamphlets, written proſeſſedly againſt 


the 


mutter them ſo inarticulately, that all the 


the Chriſtian Religion. Nor are uieſe Books 
handed about privately, but ſold in the Sta- 
tioners and Pamphlet Shops, and publickl| 
advertiſed in their News-Papers. And if any 
one is ſo zealous for their Religion, as to 
proſecute any Author for ſuch Blaſphemies, 
their Books go off the better for it; the Au- 
thors give Bail for their Appearance, and 
during the Trial, put out a third or fourth 
Edition of their Books, which have gone 
through innumerable Hands in Town and 
Country, before they are called to Account 
for them; and when they are proſecuted, 
inſtead of being puniſhed, as the Laws of | 
the Country ſeem to direct, they are allow'd 
to plead their infamous Cauſe before the 
Courts of Juſtice; and it is ten to one, but 
by ſome Querk of Law, or ſome out of the 
way Explanation, the Author is acquitted. 
Or if he is caſt, he is not debar'd of Liberty 
To write another Book or Pamphlet, during 
| his Confinement, in Vindication of that 
which has been condemn'd.. . 
5 THESE Books and Pamphlets againſt the 
BY | Church of England make Way for our Pro- 
1 phet's Religion; and our holy Alcoran is not 
fo ill ſpoken of here as formerly; and I have 
ſeen a good large Book in Vindication of our 
holy Prophet and his Doctrine, which has not 
been ill received, and a fine Edition of the 
Alcoran is publiſhed, and dedicated to a great 
Lord, Iwiſh, venerable J4oJack, that thou 
be „ Vouldſt 
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wouldſt ſend me ſome Memoirs in Vindica- 
tion of our Religion, for I could ſafely pub- 
liſh them here, and the Novelty of them 
would make them go current, aſter I had 
t them put in an Eyngliſþ Dreſs. For I 
Book, altho ever 
ſo ſtupid, which boldly attacks the very 
Foundation of Chriſtianity, has a prodigious 
Run in this great City; whereas any thing in 
the Defence of it muft be publiſhed at the 
Author's Charge, and lies neglected on a 
Bockſeller's Stall, till ſome Tobacconiſt or 
Grocer buys the Sheets by the Pound, to 
wrap his Goods in. ES 
Jam extremely pleaſed to think that there 
is a conſiderable Combination againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion in favour of ours, and 
that ſome People of Figure are at the Bot- 
tom of it; for inſtead of exerting themſelves 
in Defence of Chriſtianity, thou might'it ſee 
the whole Clergy at once employ'd (to turn 
the Scent) in full Cry againſt Rome, which 
by all the Obfervation I can make, is far 
tom being the moſt dangerous Enemy thc 
Church of England has to contend with at 
preſent. But let the Unbelievers, of ong and 
the other Church, deal Blows at one another 
in the dark, whilſt we Muſſulmen wait a fair 
Opportunity to propagate the Truth by 
Means of their Diviſions. For altho' our 
holy Religion is chiefly to be maintained by 
the Sword, vet ſurely Ly are not forbidden 
| 2 to 
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td introduce it by other Means, ill we have 
an Opportunity of doing it by Force. I 
wiſh therefore, holy Mollack; chat ſome 
Miſſionaries were ſent into England, to in- 
ſtruct ſuch as have already thrown aſide 
Chrift and his Doctrine (which are a great 
Number) and I wiſh it may be done ſoon, 


lueſt the ſchiſmatick Turks ſhould get the Start 


of us, and reduce this noble Ilan under 
their Dominion. 


11 — — 
a” 
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LETTER VII. 


- 


SELIM at London, 70 MIRZA at Lebe 
| Continuation of th Numidian Hiſtory. 


U & ther: in witioſs Breaſt Luft bad 


D quite ſtifledall the Sparks of Virtue, be- 


ing ſtill more inflam'd with Rothilda's Beauty, 
and her Honour and Piety making him deſpair 
ok Succeis as long as Lelmanedes was alive; 
his unbridled "Paſſion made him deaf to all 


Senſe of Goodneſs, fo that he was reſolv'd 


to take him out of the Way as the only Ob- 


mruction to his Happineſs. And deren 
as ſoon as he found that his Behaviour for 
ſome Months had confirm'd Rothilda in her 
| Opinion: -of rhe RE of his pretended Re- 


pentance, 


11 


an, 
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pentance, having thought of 2 fir Inftrumene 
for his Purpoſe, he contrives the Manner of 


the Aſſaſſination... - „„ 
_ ..THE Perſon who was to be employ'd in 


this dark Miſchief was one Lupero, who had 
been Groom to Aimander's Father, and was 
then a Broker at Bona, a Town at ſome Di- 
ſtance. He was a bold Fellow, and of a 


ready Wit; but what made him the fitter 


for Aimander's Purpoſe was, That Gain was 
the only Meaſure of his Conſcience. Ai. 
mander ſending for this Fellow, after ſome 
kind Ong told him he had an Affair 
to be done which requir'd Courage and 


Dexterity... in the Execution, and therefore 


having Known him to be ſuch as he wanted, 
he bad ſent for him, and if he would under- 


take it, he would reward him in ſuch 4 | 


Manner as he ſhould be under no. Neceflity 
to drudge for his Subſiſtance all his Life after. 


| Taler tickled with the Proſpe&t of Gain, 


uwer'd, Sir, you ſhall have no Reaſon to 
repent your. having made. Choice of me to 
ſerve you; for I have. ſuch Reſpect for the 
worthy Son of my old Mafter, that I will 


5 perform your Commands whatever they are; 


r you know that E do not want Reſolution, 
and I aſſure your Honour that my Conſci- 


ence was never ſtrait-laced. Well then, ſaid 
Aimander, I will truſt. you with a Secret 
which no Mortal yet — 


Know then, Dear Lupero, that I am fo deſs _ 
— — E 2 peratel7 
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perately in Love with Zelmanedes's Lady, 
that without enjoying her I cannot live. I 
have try'd all the Ways which my Wit or 
Paſſion could invent to gain her Conſent, but 
to no Purpoſe ; for ſhe is ſo plaguy virtuous, 
that whilſt her Husband is alive I cannot be 
happy. Say then, Lupero, ſhall Zelmanedes 
die or Aimander £ Let the Furies ſeize Zel- 
manedes, ſaid Lupero, ſo that my noble Ma- 
fter Aimander may live and be happy. And 


wilt thou perform this Service for me, ſaid 


Aimander? And have I ſufficient to reward 
thee for doing a Thing upon which all the 
Satisfaction of my Life depends? Never fear 
the Execution of it, replyed the Villain; 
but becauſe there is Danger of one hand's 


failing in the Attempt, and that two are bet- 


ter than one, there is an intimate Acquain- 


tance of mine at Bona, whom I can engage 


in the Affair, and whom the Hope of Reward 


will eaſily prevail upon to undertake the moſt 


daring Enterprize. Aimander pleas'd to fee 
his Deſign ſo cordially taken in hand, hay- 
ing ſworn him to Secrecy, and given him Mo- 


ney as in earneſt of a greater Reward, diſ- 


miſs'd him for that Time, bidding him bring 
his Friend along with him as ſoon as poſſible 
to his Houſe. 3 4 

IN the mean time, Aimander was fre- 


. 


quently at - Zelmanedes's Houſe, and liv'd 


with him and his Lady like a Brother, and 
having as much as poſlible even * _ 
| 3 _ Looks 
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Looks from-giving Offence to Rothilda, ſhe 
was perſedtly ſatisſy d of his being intirely 
cur'd of his unjuſt Paſſion, at which ſhe was 
not a little pleas'd. Few Days paſt after the 
Departure of Lupero, till he return'd to Ai- 
mander with one Veraglio, an Inhabitant 
likewiſe of Bona, a fit Companion for the 
other, and both worthy Servants for ſuch a 
Maſter. The bloody Bargain was ſoon con- 
cluded. Aimander told them that he would, 
as uſual, go to Zelmanedes's. Houſe, and 
ſend them Notice when to come. 
 ZELMANEDES ud to lye in a coot 
Apartment in his Garden during the hotteſt 
Seaſon of the Year, of which Amander had 
inform'd the Aſſaſſins, and they had together 
laid the Plot to murder him as he paſt thro” 
the Garden to go to Bed. Aimander there- 
fore having ſtaid with Zelmanedes all Night, 
had engag'd him in ſome Accounts which he 
knew would take up all the next Day; But 
after Dinner he pretended to get ready to go 
Home, being to go to Bona the next Day, 
with two Girirene of that Tobn, ho wete 
to call at his Hcuſe to go along with him. 
But at Zelmanedes's earreſt Entreaty he ſuf- 
fer'd himſelf to be prevail d upon to ſtay that 
Night to help him in the Accounts he Was 
about; but ſaid, he was oblig' d to vri: e a 
Letter to the Citizens or Bona whom he had 


left at his Houſe; and ſo reriring to his Cham- 
ber he wrote the following Letter. | = 
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20 Lupero and Veragliv. 
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I burn with Impatience to inherit the Joys: 
which I hope to poſleſs by your Courages 
alone; about the Twilight of this Night 
come to the Skirt of the Wood, adjoining 
to Z——5 s Garden, and when it is dark, 
you may enter the Poſtern Gate, which I 
thalt take Care you may find open: Between 
the Houſe and the Summer Apartment, in 
the Eaſt End of the Garden, where I told 
you, zZ lies, there is a thick Arbour, in 
which you may conceal yourſelves till he 
paſſes that Way, where 1 expect your Sti- 
letto's ſhall lay him aſleep before he reach 
his Bed. Your quick but ſure Diſpatch ſhall 

eternally oblige . | N 
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TY - AIMANDER, 


HAVING fſeal'd this Letter, „he calFd 

ſor his Servant, and in Preſence of Zelma- 
nedes and Rothilda, bad him carry it to his 
Houſe, and delixer it to the Citizens of Bona, 
that they might not wait for him. And then 
Zelmanedes and he ſpent the reſt of the A, 
ternoon, in the Cloſet of the former, and 
the Evening with Rorhilda. When it was 
Time to retire, Zelmanedes fearing no Aſſaſ- 
ſins, after he had convey'd his perfidious 
Friend to his Chamber, leaving. his Lady in 
er Cloſet (as was her Cnitom) to 1 
CE | | 3 i 11M. 
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him to Bed after ſhe was undreſt, walk'd 
thro the Garden to his Apartment, a Boy 


having gone before him with two Candles, 
but at ſuch a Diſtance, that he was enter'd 
the Door of the Summer Parlour, when the 
unhappy Gentleman reach'd the Arbour 3, 
where 12 no ſooner came, but the bloody 

Villains who had but too well obſerv'd ther 


Inſtructions, ruſhing out upon him, ſheath'd 
their murdering Poniards, the one 1n his. 


Reins, and the other in his Breaſt, ſo that 
he fell down dead with a few Groans, but 
had not Time ſo much as to cry out: And, 
as ſoon as they had done their Work, they 
made their Eſcape thro* the Poſtern, and ſo 


to their Horſes, "which they had tyd to a 
Tree in the Wood. 
ITE Poy hearing the Groatis of his Ma- 


ſter, and the Noiſe of the Aſſaſſins as they 


run off, rais'd a terrible Cry, at which Ro- 


thilda and. the Family taking the Alarm, 


came into the Garden with Torches and 
Candles. But O ye Gods! what was Ro- 
thilda's Surprize when ſhe beheld her dear- 
Husband breathleſs and bath'd in his own 
Blood, her Grief was too ſtrong to be e 


preſo d in Words, ſo that only ſaying A1 
dear e r ſhe fell in a Sw] oon upon 
the * 
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LE TT. ER VII. 
SELIM at London to MIRZAH ar. Ipaban. 
: Of Liberty. 


T is the merrieſt Thing, my dear Mir- 
zah, to hear theſe Infidels talk of Li- 
berty, by which they ſcem to me to mean 
no more than a Licence to be impertinent 
and inſolent. Should a Couple of Ragga- 
muffians carrying an empty Chair, meet a 
Gentleman in the Street, they will joſtle 
him out of the Way, and if there happens 
to be but one clean Place to croſs in, thoſe” 
Scoundrels will contend for it, and, if they 
can, will rather oblige the others to ſtep in- 
to the Kennel, than dirty their own Shoes; 
altho' they are paid for making themſelves: 
Horſes, and if any Gentleman offers to con- 
tend with them, they uſe him like Footmen, 
and if he ſhould cane them for their Inſo- 
lance, tis ten to one if they dont call ſome: 
of. their Brethren to their Aſſiſtance, and roll 
him in the Kennel; telling him, this is 4 
Country of Liberty. Or, it they have none 
of their own Gang near, and that the Gen- 
tleman Knocks them down, beſore they 
| bet 
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et out their Poles to ſerve him fo, they im- 
mediately clap an Action of Aſſault and Bat- 
tery, as it is call'd in their Law, and, if they 
did not ſtrike firſt, howevever, inſolent they 
were with theit Tongues, it coſts him a round 
Sum toſhew the Liberty of the Subje&t. A. 
thouſand Inſtances of this Kind of Liberty 
they have here in England. 1 

BUT, it muſt be own'd, that in thoſe 
auguſt Aſſemblies of Lords and Commons, 
(which is here, as thou knoweſt, call'd T he 
Parliament,) Liberty rides Triumphant. For, 
every Member in. either Houſe has Leave 
to ſpeak his Mind, and give his Vote as 
he will, and they adminiſter Juſtice with the 
greateſt Impartaility : Ot which I will give 
thee one Inftance in each Houſe. REY 

IN the northern Part of this Iſland, ſix- 
teen Peers are elected out of the whole 
Peerage, to repreſent them in the Houſe of 
Lords. 'Thoſe ſixteen fit with thoſe of 
England, who are hereditary Members of 
the Honſe of Lords. So that the Houſe of 
Lords is made up of three Sorts of Mem- 
bers, viz. The Engliſþ Peers, who are he- 
reditary Members, The Engliſh Biſhops; 
who are Members for Life, and the ſixteen 
Scatch Peers, who are newly elected every. 
Parliament. | 1 J 

NOT many Moons ago, a canfiderable: 
Number of Scotch Peers pretending that. 
there was undue Influence, uſed.at.the.Elec-: - | 
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tion of the. ſixteen, and that not only Mo- 
ney was given for 'bribing ſome, — that a 
military Force was us'd to ovet-aw others 
who refugd to take Money; upon this Pre. 
tence, petition d to be heard at the Bar of 
the Houſe, where they offer d to prove the 
Things alledg d. That Auguſt Aſſembly, 
to thew their Regard for Liberty, altho? * 
firſt Miniſter, or ſome. of his beſt Friends 


were ſuppos'd to be meant in the Petition of 


the Lords, would not reject the Peti- 
tion, (as they might have done by a Vote, 
without reading it,) but allow d it to be read; 

and three ſeveral Days were ſpent in debating 
whether the Lords Petitioners fhould be al- 


ed; in which Debate, ſome Biſhops diſplay» 
ed their Eloquence moſt glorioufly in the Ne- 
gatire. Nor was the. Petition thrown. out 
without great Deliberation, and good ſub- 


AND as a glorious Inſtance of: the jul⸗ 
rice of chat Aſſembly, one of the proteſt- 
ing Peers. having de erted the Lords Petiti- 
oners (to make a Merit as his Enemies ſug- 
geſted with the Majority, in Order t0 gain 
A Cauſe of Civil Right depending before the 
MHouſe) loſt his Cauſe and his Party together. 
An evident Demonſtration that Party does 
not - Influence: that Houſe, whatever the 
Petitioners. or — may inſinuate ta 


* Co 


| ANOTHER 


tow'd-to appear, and prove what they affert- 
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- ANOTHER noleſs glorious Inſtance of the 
ſame Nature paſt in the Houſe of Commons, 
the Magiſtrates of a Corporation preierr'da 
Petition, thewing that they had been arreſted 
in their own Corporation, fon their Magi- 
ſtracy, and, in a moſt arbitrary Manner, con- 
vey'd to a diſtant Jail, and there kept in Cuſ- 
tody by a Warrant trom a ſingle Judge, againſt 
Law and Juſtice. The honourable Commons, al- 
tho the Judge who ſign d the Warrant was 
known to be a ſtaunch Friend to the fr ff Mi- 


aifter, did not throw out this Petition, but vo- 


red that it ſhould be folded up, and laid upon 
the Table. This, was putting a Stigma upon 
the Authors and Abetters of Injuſtice. It is 
true that there is a Minority in both Houſes; 
who were for treating both theſe Petitions in a- 
nother Manner, but they are a ſort of angry 
People, who fancy their Liberty to be in 
Danger, becauſe there are ſome who are more 


complaiſant, or more in Favour wir the Mi- "I 


ne" than they are. 


HOW different are both both Hou 105 of 
Parliament, from what they are ſaid to have 
deen in former Times. I have been told 
that not many Reigns ago, altho F am not 
lure of che e Time, oy Houſe ? of Lords 
were-calld a Pack Fury 2 of their 
own Number. It was 94025 id that every 
Vote paſt there, by the Influence of the 


Cours Pen ſionors. That the Biſbops and the 


luce called Peers _— | before them 


al 
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in Hopes of preferment, and for preſent 
Pay; and that, in the Houſe of Commons, 
Perſons were allow'd to fit tho' the Return 
was againſt all the Rules of Law and Juſtice. 
That in hearing Petitions concerning Elec- 
tions, five often appeared to be leſs than 
two, and fifteen a greater Number than fifty. 
Bur in the preſent Adminiſtration nothing 
can be freer than EleQions. The firſt Mi- 
niſter himſelf was a ſtrenuous Promoter of 
the glorious Bill againſt Bribery and Corrup- 
tion, and has often folemnly ſworn that he 
i neither gives, nor receives nous for Elec- 
. tions. The Peers, who fit by hereditary 
en Right, have no Temptation to give a Vote, 
but according to their Conſequense, becauſe 
it is not in the Power of the Crown to de- 
prive them of their Seat in the Houſe. The 
ſixteen elected Peers are all Men of ſuch o- 
pulent Fortunes, and ſuch untainted Ho- 
nour, that they would ſcorn a Bribe; and as 
ſor the Biſhops, there certainly never was 
ſuch a Set in England, at leaſt ſince the Na- 
tion threw off its Dependence upon Rome. 
Ho is it poſſible then that here can be Cor- 
ruption? So that when People talk of Cor- 
ruption in England, it is only among the 
Vintners who ſpoil their Wine, the Bootſel- 
lers who ruin Learning, the Smuglers who 
hurt Trade, and the young Beaux, who dreſs 
| ves like Footmen to ſteak in to other 


Mens Wives 2nd Daughters. | 
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blame for the Murder, or of whom to ſee 


EETT ERK N 
SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Ilpaban 
Continuation of the Numidian Hiſtory.” 


EVER was ſeen greater Confuſion on 
among ſuch a Number of People, no- 
body knowing what to do or what to fay. 
Zelmanedes is found dead, but whom 5 


Revenge tic y Tould not tell. The Traytors 
are unknown, and the Night which rant: d 
them off hinders both Search and Purſuit. 
But among all the Mourners for Zelmanedes's 
deplorable Fate, no-body ſeem'd to hare 
greater Concern than Aimander. - And con- 
lidering the good Correſpondence that ſeem'd 
to be between them, his Tears were not hy 
any. body ſuſpected to be like thoſe of a Cro- 
codile. However, as de well knew which 
Way the Aſſaſſias were gone, he endea- 
vour d to increaſe the Confuſion, and to hin- 
der the taking the Advice of the wiſer Ser- 
vants, who propos d to ſend out ſome on 
Horſeback in ſearch of the Murderers, all 
he -might reaſonably conjecture they were 
out of reach. | 
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IN the mean Time Aimander took Car 


to get -Rothilda carried to her Chamber, 


where he left her to the Care of her Women, 
and order d the Body of Zelmanedes to be 


carried to the Parlour, till his Friends ſhould 


be acquainted with his Murder, and the ne- 
ceſſary Orders ſhould be given for his Fu- 
— ST oO VOY 

A'S ſoon as Rothilda came to herſelf the 


Remembrance of her preſent deplorable Con- 


dition return'd with her Senſes. It was then 
that ſhe bemoan'd her Loſs in the moſt diſ- 
mal Manner. O my dear Zelmanedes./ cry'd 


ſhe in a Torrent of Tears, how;\kirt thou 


ſnatch'd from thy miſerable Rothilda £ O 
e Gods: Ye divine Powers! What is my 
nit, that you are fo cruel to me? What 
Crimes have thus arm'd you againſt me to 
rob me of the Joy of my Life, the Light of 


my Eyes, and my only Comfort? Or it Lam 


guilty, why did you not ſhoot the Arrows of 
your Vengeance againſt my devoted Breaſt, 

and ſpare the innocent Zelmanedes. And, 
i we were both guilty, Why, O ye juſt 
Powers: did you not ſtrike us both together, 
that I might have dy'd in his Boſcm, and 
gone to the Shades below.in the Arms of my 
dear Zelmanedes. But, both Gods and Men 
were witneſſes of thy Innocence, and yet 
thy precious Life is made a Prey to bar- 
barous Murderers! How could you counte- 
nance ſuch a cruel Murder, ye Powers! _— 

2 co 


more to thy dear Rothilda / Shall never thoſe 


fortleſs. Rot hilda. thy Zelmanedes- is gone, 
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could you ſtrengthen. the Hands of ſuch exe- 
crable Villains! Why did ye ſuffer them to 
ſucceed in ſuch a bloody Deſign! Why did 
not your Terrors ſeize them, or your Light- 
nings conſume: them, as they unſheathed 
their Weapons to murder my dear Zelma- 
nedes/ O my dear Zelmanedes / ſhall that 
tovely Moutly never ſpeak one kind Word 


Eyes give one ſmiling Glance moxe to che- 
rith thy wretched Rothilda / Shall thoſe cold 
Hands never more lovingly ftroak my 
Cheeks, nor thoſe now lifeleſs Arms ever a- 
__ preſs me to thy beloved Breaſt. Com- 
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and, with him, all my Joy, all my Delight. 
IN theſe and ſuch like Complaints did 
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known him, but none ſhew'd upon that Oc- 
caſi»n more Signs of Grief than he who was 
the Author of it. „ „„ 
IT was a long Time before he thought 
of playing the reſt of his Game; for he 
knew too well the ſteady Virtue of - Rothil>- 
da, and her Regard to her Husband's Me- 
mory, as well as her ſtrict Obfervance of the- 
kules oft Decency, to risk the 2 
her by an unſeaſonable Motion of a ſecond 
Marriage; ſo that, altho he went frequent- 
„ — UW | ly: . 


a ä - 
— — — - k EI - 
— 2 A - — — men 
* r rug. cuts ogy. ww O44 ow” Yor woe 
- 


- 


„ LETTE Rs from 4 


ty. to viſit her, and was well received, as the 
Friend of Zelmanedes, yet he never offered, 
during the Space of a whole Year, to ſpeak 
to her of his Paſfion. But after Time had 
worn out the firſt Impreſſion of Grief, and 
that ſhe might without any Reflection to her 
Honour, ſubmit to a ſecond Conrtſhip, he 
let her underſtand, that altho he had for- 
born to entertain her with any Diſcourſe of 
his Paſſion all that while, it was only the 


Fear of Diſpleaſing her that had made him 


ſilent, but that his Love was no Way les 
ſened, and therefore, now that ſhe was at 
Eiberty to receive his Addrefles, he hop'd 
his having been the ſincere Friend of Zel- 
maneues would be no Obſtacle to his Pre- 
tenſ ions... 


ROTEHIL DA at firſt received this ner 


Declaration with Grief, as renewing the 


Memory of her Husband, but Aimander 


being a Man of good Addreſs, and having 
artfully inſmuated himſelf into the good Li- 
king of ſuch Relations as Rothilda conſulted 


in · all her Affairs of Conſequence, by his 
own Importunity, and their Advice, ſhe was 
prevailed upon to liſten to his Propoſal of 
Marriage, and in ſome Time after it was 


folemnized in due Form. And fo Aiman- 
der got Poſſeſſion of his beloved Rothilda, 


and with her, of Zelmanedes's Eſtate, whieh 
he had bequeathed, by a Will found in his 
Cloſet, to his beloved Wife failing Heirs 2 
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his own Body. So that Aimander was at the 
Top of his Wiſhes, and thought himſelf in 
the Haven of his Felicity, and indeed, had he 
come honeſtly by ſuch a Wife, and ſuch an 
Eſtate, it might have been ſaid that he was, 
what every Body believed him to be, a happy 
A | 1 
BUT Toys built upon the Baſis of Iniqui - 
ty are never ſolid, and where the Founda- 
tion is laid in ſhedding innocent Blood, the 
Superſtructure cannot be of long Continys 
ance; For, altho'ꝰ the Eye of Mortals cannot 
dive into it, the Eye of Heaven ſees, and- 
the Ears of the Gods are open to the Cry of 
Blood, and the revenging Hand of Juſtice 
is ſent from above to ruin thoſe rotrering 


Towers of human Greatneſs, which bloody 


Hands have reard for themſelves; as will 


ſoon appear in the Caſe of Aimander. 
_ SCARCE. had he lived a Year with his 
beloved Rothilda, when his unbridled Euſt? 
( ſcorning to confine itſelf within the narrow 
Limits of the: Marriage-Bed,) began to run 
out after a young Damſel called Diana, 
Daughter to one Baldar, who had been a 
Tenant to Z#Imanedes, and now held his 
Farm under Aimander. This Girl often com- 
ing to the Lady Rothilda, Aimander took 
ſuch a Fancy to, that he was reſolved to en- 


joy her, which made him at firſt colder in his 


Behaviour to Rot hilda, and by Degrees to 
tight and neglect her, and at laſt, to her ex- 
= Rs  ceeding; 
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ceeding Trouble and Sorrow, ſhe perceived; 
by his moroſe ſullen Behaviour towards her, 
that he was weary of her, which to a Wiſe: 


who truly loves her Husband, is a moſt 
erievous Affliction. However ſo it was, that 
Aimander was now become as much ena- 
mour'd of Diana as he had been before of 
Rothilda; and hoping that the-Meanneſs of 
her Birth, the Poorneſs of her Education, and 
the Narrowneſs of her Father's Fortune 
might make her an eaſy Prey to his Luſt, he 
ſet himſelf about making a Conqueſt of Di- 


ana as an Affair which would only coſt him 
a few. Viſits, and a little Money. But he 


quickly found he had made a falſe Calcula- 
tion, and that Virtue may be found in a 
ſimple Farmer's Houſe as well as in a Prince's 
Palace; and in his Converſation with that 


ſimple Girl he ſoon perceiv'd that altho' her 


Turn of Phraſe: was not fo polite, yet ſhe 


knew well the Difference between Virtue: 


and Vice; and tho' perhaps ſhe knew no o- 


ther Senſe of the Word Honour, but to make 


uſe of it as a Term to call the Landlord by, 
yet ſhe had as great Regard for her Horne, 
as the beſt. Lady about the Cburt, and was 
reſolv'd to preſerve her good Name as the 


only Jewel ſhe. had. So that, altho* Aiman- 
der made ſeveral Viſits to the Houſe of Bal- 


dar, and told many pretty Love Stories to 
Diana, and made many advantageous Offers 


both to the Father and Daughter, he __ 4 
5 3 1 | Wich 


with nothing from either but Reſpect, and 
greater Diſtance than pleas d him; but when 


he made his Addreſſes to Diana, telling her 
"ſt how much he lov'd her, ſhe told him, that 
at the was glad to ſee his Honour ſo merrily diſ- 
a- pos'd; but ſhe was not ſuch a Fool as to 
of think there was any Compariſon between 
of herſelf and the ſweet Lady Rothilda; and 
d when, with many Oaths and Proteſtations, 
e he endeavour'd to convince her that he lov'd 
e her a thouſand Degrees above his Lady, Di- 
— ana reply d, the more's the pity, our good 
n Maſter Zelmanedes lov'd her above all the 
8 Women in the World, and ſhe deſerves the 
— Love of a Prince if ſhe were married to him. 


would or not, ſhe got from him as ſoon as 


Girl altho' her Father was poor, and that as 
ſhe might expect, in Time, to be mar- 
ried to her own equal, ſhe was reſolv'd 
net to impoſe a crack'd Veſſel upon her Hus- 


ſhew'd him Reſpect as her Father's Maſter, 
ſhe beg' d his Pardon itſhe refus'd ro become 


Viſits to her. Father's- Cabin, where every 
good Deſign. 


8 « 
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But when Aimander offer'd to force a Kiſs 
from her, as he did ſometimes whether ſhe 


ſhe could, telling him that ſhe was an honeſt 


— — — — 
— . . 
* <I> ng 4 c - 1") 


band; and therefore altho' ſhe had always 
his Whore, and therefore with Tears beg'd 
of him not to ruin her Reputation by his 
one muſt judge he could not come for any 
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THUS did this honeſt Wench reſiſt all his 
enticing Words, and altho' her Father out. 
of Reſpect was forced to accept ſome Pre- 
ſents Aimander made him, yet when he of- 
fer d her any Toys, ſhe reſus'd them as not 
ſuitable to her Condition; and if Baldar 
was oblig'd to receive any thing from him: 
for her, the would never take it, nor wear. 
any Thing about her that came from him, 
Many Attempts he made to debauch her, 
but ſhe beffled all his Contrivances, and would. 
never ftay alone with him, ſo that he found 
greater Difficulty than he had imagin'd to at- 
ta in his wicked Purpoſe. 
BUT having given looſe Reins to his Luſt, 
he reſol vd to Tis by Force, what neither 
his Eloquence nor Bribes could procure: And 
fo having convey'd himſelf into a Hedge be- 
tween his own Houſe and that of Baldar, he 


Diana to come to her about ſome pretended 
Buſineſs, ordering him to ſay that his Lady 
pray'd her to come. becauſe ſhe wanted the: 

ulineſs to be done before his Maſter re- 
turn'd from Bona. The poor Girl, having a 
great Reſpect for her Lady, bade the Ser- 


vant return Home, and the would follow him 


quickly, which ſhe did as ſoon as ſhe had 
dreſs'd herſelf, But when ſhe arriv'd at the 


Place where Aimander lay in ambuſh for hey, 


he ſtarted out of the Hedge, and catching 


ber in his Arms, in ſpite of all the Reſiſtance: 


ſent a Servant in Rothilda's Name, to deſire 


ſne 


SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan.. 


rent from ours in Per/ja, yet when one” 


becoming Modeſty. 
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fie could make, and notwithſtanding her 

loud Cries, he raviſh'd from her what he had 
ſo long endeavour'd to obtain by Flattery 
and having fatisfy'd his Luſt, he return'd to. 
his own Houſe, — poor Diana to be- 
wail the Loſs of her Virginity with Tears 
and Imprecations againſt the unjuſt Ra- 
viſher. | 


LETTER X. 
Qf Drs. | 


LTHO' the Cuſtom of this Country 
with Regard to Dreſs, is very diffe- 


comes to be acquainted with it, it ſeems de- 
cent enough, only that the Infidel Women 
have more Airs than ours, as being indulged 
in greater Liberties; altho I cannot ſay, hut 
the Ladies of Fafhion are decent enough in- 
their Way, and behave- themſelves with a 
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BUT there is a Cuſtom which has of late- 
obtained among the young Fellows of the- 
Age, that will give thee a ſtrange Idea of 
the riſing Generation. - As this Ifland is near 
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to France, and that France is reckoned the 


WS. 1 =P 
4 5 | 
R'S frown 


Academy of all Politeneſs, the young Nobi- 
Hty and Gentry go thither for their Educa- 


tion; and I can eaſily believe, that ſpending 


ſome Time there, for a yeung Gentleman, 
would be of uſe to him: But then he ought 
elther to have Diſcretion enough to govern 


- himſelf, or to have a Tutor with him, to 


lead him through the Tour of that gay King- 
dom, and to point our the Advantages hemay 
receive by his Converſation in the beau Monde, 
but- at the ſame Time to warn him againſt 
2 Frifle and whip'd Sillabub hic. rabound 
there. . ; 


BUT, it is the Misfortune of the Engii/ 


that the greateſt Peer (I ſhould have faid. 


Peereſs of the Realm, for they are generally 
the Chuſers of 'Tutors for their Sons) rather 
pitches upon a French Refugee, who is of a 


conſiderable Freuch Family when he comes 
to England, and has loſt a great Eſtate in 


France, pour la Religion, altho” it is ten to 
one- but his Father was a Porter or a Fout- 


man; and this polite Gentleman, having 


learned in his on Country to dance, which 


is natural to the whole Kingdom even in 
Wooden Shoes, and to murder the poor 
Word Honour three or four times in a Sen- 
tence, which is frequently done in France 

| This polite: Perſon. 
being recommended to my Lady, by her Tire- 
' woman, or Madam la Gouvernante to the 
„ W 


between two Footmen: 


PERSIAN is Losvox. 59 


young Ladies, (both which are excellent 


udges) is the Perſon ſent to hare the In- 
| tpection of the young Lord, or young Ma- 


ſter's Education. And thus they fer out 
together to travel. The Reſult ot which is, 
that the whole Time they ſtay in France is 
taken up in learning the Language, to cheat 
at Quadrille, prate double Entendre, ſhew 
Monkey Tricks, dreſs fantaſtically, and imi- 
tate a French Petit Maitre, who is ridiculous 
in his own Country, but much more ſo when 


he is aped by an Engliſhman; and after ſtay- 


ing a Year or two in France, my Lord or 
Maſter comes home a Coxcomb, who perhaps 
went abroad tolerably well, it he had come 
into good Hands. IE . 

THAT this is the Caſe with a great ma- 


ny of the young Gentlemen of this Country, 


thou wilt perceive, my dear Mirza, by the 
following Adventure, „ 

I went ſome 8 ago to the Park, all 
alone, not doubting but to meet ſome Friend 
or other of either Sex, in that Place, which 
is the common Rendevouz of the beſt Com- 
pany in Town before Dinner. I had not 


walked many Paces before I encounter d 


three Ladies of great Quality, whom I knew 


by Sight. They were accompanied by four 


er ſprightly Footmen, whoſe Liveries I 
knew were not thoſe of the Families to which 
the Ladies belonged : Nor were the Foot- 
men following as Attendants, but — 
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Place, by converſing with Footmen. 
fore kept a little behind, to hear the Con- 
verſation, till I ſhould meet with ſome Ac- 


& I. ET T ERS ffn 
Cheek by Joll with the Ladies. They were 


dreſſed in white ſhort Waiſt- coats, much 
alike, above which was their Livery Coat of 


Green, hanging looſe, but the Linings of 
different Colours, as if they belonged to dif- 
ferent Families, whoſe Coats of Arms denote 
the ſeveral Colours of the Footmen and other 
Servants: Their Stockings were white, and 
Shoes without Heels, as the running Foot- 
men uſe. Their Hair was tied upon the 
Crown of their Heads, over which they wore 
a little Hat almoſt like a Perſian Bonnet, 


which they only touch in ſaluting thoſe they 
meet, cho pull off their Hats to them; with 


a Stick in their Hands as long as themſelves; 
which is the Badge likewiſe of running 
Footmen, whom they exactly. mimick'd in 
their Gait: The only Difference I obſerved 
between them and the other Footmen I had 


feen before, was, that their Linnea ſeemed 
to be of the fineſt; but I conjectured, they 


had got in with their Maſter's Laundreſs, and 


borrowed a Shirt and | Neck-cloth a-piece, 


upon that particular Occaſion. But I could 


not imagine the Reaſon. why the Ladies 


would expoſe themſelves, in that p_ 
there- 


ne rock to explain the Riddle. I ſoon 


found their Diſcourſe was concerning -rhe 
Opera, and I heard one of the pretty Sparks 


fay 
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ſay to a Lady who was next him; © Wan'r 
your La'ſhip charm'd with that laſt pu- 
© theric Song which Farinello ſung, with ſuet 
© an Air, laſt Night? Indeed, my Lord, 
© (replied ſhe) L was raviſhed wirh the deur 
Creature, and called out encore when he 
© had done; but ſee the dull Taſte of this 
© abominable Town, I was almoſt alone in 
© the Admiration of that charming Kir, 
+ whereas two or three Ladies on each Side 
© of me-encored ſeveral little Jigs which he 


W © had ſung before, and got half the Houſe 


' © to join-with-them.?- I was fo ſurpriſed to 
hear the Lady call that Monkey my Lord, 
that I ſtop'd Torr, ſo that they ſoon got out 
ol my hearing; and I ſhould have believed 
that her Ladyſhip had called - him-by his 
Maſter's Title, but that a Friend of mine, 
coming up to me, and finding me in an Amaze- 
ment I could not get over, Signior Setting, 
ſaid he, you look as if one of the fair La- 
© dies, who paſt me juſt now, had ſhot a 
Dart from her lovely Eyes to the Heart of 
my Perſian Friend. Indeed, Sir, replied I, 
vou find me in a great Conſternation, not at 
© the Beauty of the Ladies, altho* that de- 
< ſerves a Panegyric ; but at their expoſing 
© their Dignity in this publick Place, to con- 
© verſe with Footmen, who altho' they be- 
* longed to the King, as I know they do not 
© by the Colour of the Livery, I ſhould have 
< thought Ladies of their Quality would have 


**choſen ſome more retired Place to have 


© entertained them in, even altho they had . 
been in Love with them.“ At this my f 


Friend fell a laughing, and turning about to | 
follow them, Have you, ſaid he, been fo 
© long in London, and miſtake thoſe Gentle- ; 
* men for Footmen ? He on the left with his 
© green Frock lined with red is the Dube of 

© ———'%$ Brother, and the next to him is 
© the Lord , one of the Peers of the 
Realm, and one who ſpeaks often in the 
© Houſe of Lords. The other two are Offi- 
© cers of Rank in the Army. As to the 
© Noblemen, ſaid I, they may do as they 
© pleaſe, for ſince you have no diſtinguiſhing 
Marks to know your Nobility by, from 
© others of inferior Rank, who have the Va- 
© nity of going as richly dreſs'd as their 
© Lordſhips, perhaps the Lords have agreed. 
© to change Habits with their Footmen, as 
thinking it may in Time become a Faſhion, 
© which their Inferiors will not ſtrive to imi- 
tate them in; but I am ſurpriſed that Offi- 
© cers ſhould give into it.. We had ſome 
other Converſation upon this Subject, when 
vue faw the ſame extraordinary Gang retire 
ro the Side of the Mall, and going all into 
their ſeveral Chairs which waited for them, 
they left us to adjourn to ſome other Place. 

My Friend and I, having taken a Turn or 

tuo, xetired likewiſe to our ſeveral Homes. 


O, my 


— , 


Ke 
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O, my dear Mirza, if the Turk's Armies 
were led by ſuch Monkeys, as thoſe Officers 
ſeemed to be, the Per ſians would have little 
Difficulty and leſs Honour in defeating them, 
and I might ſoon have the Pleaſure of 

my Friend at Conftantinople inſtead of I/ 
pahan. © OI Bos 
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7 he Namidian Hifory contin'd. 


THE abus'd Diana, not knowing what 
| to do, ſtaid ſome Time in the Place 


where ſhe had been ſo barbarouſly treated; 
but at laſt, confidering that her Father was 


beſt able to adviſe her what Courſe to take, 
ſhe went Home, and calling her Father and 


Mother aſide, told them with Tears and Sobs 


her unhappy Diſaſter. It is eaſy to imagine 
the Grief which the poor Father and Mo- 
ther felt at the recital of the diſmal Story. 

But as the Injury could not be repair'd by 
fruitleſs Tears, Balda immediately took has # 


Tourney to Grta, where the King kept his 


Court, with an Intention to repreſent his 
own and his Daughter's Wrong to Hiarbes, 


% LET T ERS 


of whoſe Juſtice and humble e 
to hear the Complaints of his Subjects, he : 
| had heard fo — Talk. 


on | himſelf of the Manner of being introduced 
þ to the Court, and having been told that he 
1; muſt apply to one of the Secretaties of State, 
| . the Maſter of the Inn where he ſet up, find- 
4 ing him a plain honeſt Man, offer d to go 
| i! with him to Hariſmal, for whom he had 
done ſeveral Offices in his own way, and fo 
Þ 33 was well known to him. 
13% BALDAR accepted his kind Propoſal, 
and was carried by him to the Secretary, to 
| whom. in his blunt Manner, be made his 
. Cauſe known, begging of him to give him an 


his good King, who he was fure would do 
hin Juſtice agaiaſt his wicked Landlord. 
Hariſmal knowing how highly the King 
would reſent ſuch a Villany, and being a 


the Art of a Courtier, that his Caſt was in- 


take much to Heart: But that it was fit it 
Vere repreſented to his Majeſty by a Perſon 
who could dreſs it up in the Rhetorick of 
the Court, and ſet it in clear Light with 


it. That, for his own Part, he was ſo mov'd 
i the fingularity of the Injaftice he had met 
wich from Aimander, that it he would truſt 


AS ſoon as he arriv'd at Girta, he inform'd 


Opportunity of repreſenting the Matter to 


Friend to Aimander, told Boidar, with all 
deed very hard, and ſuch as · the King would 


bay the aggravating Circumſtances attending . 


him . 
iS Y 
% * „ 
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him to be his Solicitor to the King, he 
would manage the Matter ſo with his Maje- 
88 ſty, that he ſhould ſoon have full Satisfac- 
'd tion for the Injur # he had receiv'd, and pub- 


2d lick Juſtice ſhould purſue that audacious Cr> 
1e minal for a Terror to others. 
8. POOR Baldar, deluded with ſuch ſpe- 


1 cious Promiſes, and Shews of Friendſhip, 
0 from ſo great a Man, thought himſelf the 
d | happieſt Man in the World, in ſuch a 
0 Friend; and therefore giving Thanks to Ha- 
riſmal, in the beſt Terms which his honeft 
, leart, and his home Education could dic- 
0 tate to him, committed his Affair to his Ma- 
$ nagement, and retir'd to his Lodging, upon 
1 Hariſma/'s promiſing to ſend for him as ſoon 
) as he ſhould. find a proper Opporttuity of | 
) * his Caſe before the King. 
the mean Time, Hariſmal dilpatch'd 
a Meſſenger to Aimander, to warn him of 
i his Danger, and adviſing him to fall upon 
* ſome Method either to make up the Matter 
with the Boor, or to put him out of a Capa- 
city of proſecuting him, promiſing to bar his 
Acceſs to the King, till he heard from him. 
Aimander — at Baldar's Proceed! 
and dreading the known juſtice of the King's * 
Nature, wrote to Hariſma! to put Baldar off. 
with fair Words, till he ſhould be obliged to- 
leave (irta for want of Money: And when 
he return d to his own Houſe, he would take 
— Su as ſhould put it out of his 
1 G 3' Power 
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Power to carry on any Sute againſt him with 
'any Hopes of Succ 8 = 

' BALDAR having ſtaid at Cirta with 
great Impat ience for two Weeks without any 
Meſlage from Hariſinal, thought it Time to 
pay him a ſecond Viſit. - But when he came 
to his Houſe, his Servants, by their Maſter's 
Inſtructions, accoſted him in a moſt friendly 


- Manner, and told him that their Maſter was 


now buſy with the King, but had order'd 
them to make much of him, in Caſe he ſhould 
come at ſuch a Time when himſelf was not 
at Leiſure to ſpeak to him; and fo taking 
the. poor Man into the Cellar, and gwing 
him ſome of their Lord's Wine, they diſmiſs'd 
him with Civilities he was not accuſtom'd 
to. . Another Week having paſt without hear- 
ing from Hariſmal, Baldar went again to his 
Houſe, and being admitted to him, was told, 
that he had laid his Caſe before the King, 

_ which his Majeſty had taken ſo heinouſly, 
that he had vow'd to puniſh AHimander in 
ſuch an exemplary Manner, that he ſhould 
be a Scar-crow to all Numidia. But that, 
at preſent, the King was ſo engag'd in Af- 
fairs of great Importance, that he'could not 
proceed in his Buſineſs for ſome Time, and 
therefore Hariſmal advis'd him not to ſtay at 
Cirta, which muſt be chargeable, but to go 
Home, and-depend-upon his ſending for him, 
When the King could be at Leiſure ; but 
withal he told him that the King had ex- 
. 5 preſly 
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preſly charg'd him not to proſecute uman-—. 
der in any inferiour Court, becauſe his Ma- 
jeſty would hear the Cauſe try'd himſelf. | 

-BALDAR did not like ſuch Delay, and 
told Hariſmal, that he intendecł to take the 
firſt Opportunity of the: King's coming a- 
broad, as he was mform'd he did every Day, 
and then he would throw himſelf at his Feet, 
and beg Juſtice. Hariſmal, knowing how 
eaſy it would be for Baldar to accompliſh 
his Deſign, if he attempted it, us d many 
Arguments to diſſnade him from it; and 
having promis'd in a Month's Time to ſend 


for him, got him perſuaded to return Home. 


But he was no ſooner return'd, than Aiman- 
der iſſu'd an Order to all his Tenants who 
had had Leaſes from Zelmanedes, to produce + 
their Leaſes before his Steward, that he 
might bring them to him to confirm them: 
And a Day being appointed for that Purpoſe, 
as Baldar was going to the Place, he was ſet 
upon by Ruffians, Emiſſaries of Aimander, 
who having beaten him, robb'd him of his 
Leaſe, of which Aimander taking the Ad- 
vantage, threw him forcibly out of his Farm. 
- THIS new Inſult carried Baldar back to 
his pretended Patron Hariſmal, who affected 
a great Aſtoniſhment at his repeated Injury, 


but withal told him that Things had taken 


another Face at Court, than they had when 
he was laſt at Cirta ; that Aimanders Friends © + 
were more in Credit than his, ſo that the 

FEY . King 


& 


„.it is ſuch as Hizhway-men thew in, ſparing 
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King himſelf inclin'd'to favour him, being 
miſled by ſome who were in great Truſt a- 
bout him: And therefore, as he was a poor 
Man, and like to be undone by the ſtrong 
Intereſt of Aimander, his Advice was that 


ble ſhould ſtifle the Story of his Daughter's 


Rape, upon Condition that Aimander would 


receive him to Favour and renew his Leaſe. 
Baldar, altho” in Danger of being ruin'd by 
Oppreſſion, was too honeſt not to reject this 


Propoſal with PDiſdain; and therefore an- 


{wer'd him in a blunt but generous Manner, 
© Curſed: be that Favour and that Poſſeſſion 
£ * which I ſhould purchaſe at the Price of my 

r Girl's Honeſty. If this be a Favour, 


© a Man's Liie a ter they have robb'd him of 
his Money. No, my Lord, if I can not 
* purchaſe my Right to my Leaſe which I 
was pluncer'd of. by my Landlord's Con- 
© trivance, without compounding away the 


© raviſhing my Daughter, I» ſhall -give up 
both rather than be quiet under the greater 


© Injury to have Redreſs in the leſſer. But I 
© hope we have a King, whoſe. Juitice is o 
© tothe Poor as well as the Rich; and —_— 


5 fore I am reſolv'd to go to his Majeſty, let 


© what will follow upon it.“ 
 HARISMAL finding him poſitive in this 


x Kefolurian, and Knowing his own Danger if 


be had an Opportunity of diſcovering his 
TS n me of his People to- 
& ; : _ 


— 


threaten him if he return'd, but to keep a 


Watch upon him that he might not be ſeen 


in any Place where the King might be ſpoken 


> 5 
Thus was poor Baldar forced to go 


8 curſing all Courts as Sanctuaries for 
Wickedneſs, and all Courtiers as Diſſemb- 
lers, who by fair Speeches, keep the opprefs'd 
from Juſtice, and under the Colour of Friend- 


thip cut People's Throats. But the Juſtice 
of Heaven was open to the Cry of the Poor, 
and Aimander's Wickedneſs was diſcover'd 
In a very unexpected Manner, as will Pe | 


in the Sequel of the Story. 
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SEL IM at London, to MIRZA at Ipahan. 
' Of Parties. &.- 


T FORMERLY told thee of the different 
Names of Whig and Tory, and gave ſome 
Account of their different rinciples, but it 
was a very lame one. I have ſince informed 
myſelf better. My new Friend tells me, a 
W hig is one who believes all Government 
to have been originally in the People, and 
l that „ of all Deno- 


minations, 
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turn him out of Doors, and «not only to 
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minations, as Kings, Conſuls, Stadtholgers, 
Kc. are accountable to the People, and may 
be depoſed, baniſhed, or hanged, for Male. 


adminiſtration. They ſay that in England 
there was an original Contract at the firſt In- 
ſtitution of kingly Government here, by 


which the Kings promiſed to govern under 


fuch Limitations, andthe People promiſed to 
obey under ſuch Conditions; and as the King 
can by Law pnniſh Offenders who act againit 


the Government, ſo the People have a Right 


and therefore ought to have the Power to 
call the King to Account for invading their 
Property, and breaking the crigina! Contract. 
And that Allegiance and ProtefFion being 
reciprocal, when the King does againſt Law, 
or without Law, exact their Obedience, 
they are info facto abſolyed from, their Alle- 
giance, and may ſend a ſcore of Kings a 


packing one after another, without having 
any Remorſe of Conſcience about tlie 


BUT they acknowledge that there was a 
time when this was not the Law in England, 


but that it was declared by Parliament, that 


the King was ſupreme and uncontroulable. But 
then they ſay that this was a villanous En- 


croachment upon the Liberties of the People, 


and a departing from the original Contrats, 


Stuarts, 


and common Senſe; and that this was done 
(as IL. told thee before) by a Set of. Time- 
ſerving Prieſis under the Government of the 
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Stuarts, who to engratiate themſelves with 
that arbitrary Family, preached up the Jure 
Divino, hereditary Right of Kings, and 
brought the People by Degrees into their 
Scheme : For which Cauſe the Nhigs have 
hated both Kings and Priefts ever ſince. 
This I take to be the ſhort Deſcription of a 
Whig ; altho* ſome of this way of thinking 
and reaſoning, when they get into Power 
under a King, never ftick at preaching up 
the regal Authority as high as thoſe Prieſts 
are {aid to have done ; but by the King's 
Authority in ſuch a Situation they only 
mean their own, which it is natural for all 
Men 1n Power to advance. e 

THE Tories, on the other hand, believe 
that the deriving the Original of Government 
from the People, is Nonſenſe in Reaſoning, 
and falſe in Fact. For it makes the People 
give Powers which they never were poſſeſſed 
of. For Inſtance, no Man having Power 
over his own Life, all the Men of the Na- 
tion could not give Power of any one Man's 
Life to the Government. For as a celebrated 
*Whig, whom they depend upon as the Ora- 
ele of their Scheme, ſays, That every In- 
dividual at firſt maſt have given his Con- 
* ſent to the firſt Contract, or elſe no- body 
could oblige him to it. This the Tory 
ſays is impracticable; and if it were true, 


* Mr, Locke. _ HA 
| could 


7% LETTERS f 4 


could give the Government 20 Right or 
Power over Life. And therefore they con- 
tend, that the Origin of Government took 
its Being from the ſame Fountain as our Na- 
tures did: That the ſame Creator who ſent 
Man into the World, inſtituted Government 
as neceſlary to his being happy in it. And 
as he alone has originally Power over the Life 
of Man, fo none elſe could derive the Potver 
of the Sword to the civil Magiſtrate. And 
this they pretend has been univerſally handed 
down by Tradition through all Nations, and 
zs plainly taught in what they look upon to 
be the Book of GOD, which both thou and 
I have Regard for. They alledge, that 
placing the Fr Spring. of Government in 
the People, is thruſting the ſupreme Alla out 
vl the Government of the World, and mak- 
ing a Jeſt of Providence; making Nonſenſe 
and Lies of all thoſe Places of the Book of 


— GOD, which declare that he is the great 


King of Kings, that all other Kings govern 
by and for him, which can never be common 
Senſe, nor have any Truth in them, upon the 
Hhig Scheme. Beſides, they deſire the 
Whigs to ſhew them when or where that ori- 
ginal Contract was made, or any Time when 
the Government of Eugland was not monar- 
chical, altho' ſeveral Alterations have been 
nn 

ANOTHER Thing they tax the Whigs 
with, is a Miſrepreſentation of the Conſtitu- 


tion, 


1 1 W ad wit 


it be ſaid that this was only the Language 


in the World. That before the Stuarts came 


That the Articles of Religion, and one of 
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tion, by pretending that the three Eſtates of 
the Kingdom are the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons; whereas the three Eſtates are, by all 
the Law Books, the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and the Commons; the King being 
never reckoned among the States. Nor can 


7 
S — — 
* 


— — . — 
* 


during the Reigns of the arbitrary STU- 
ARTS, for it was the known Form, long be- 
fore any of that Family ſat upon the Engliſh 
Throne; nay, after they were thruſt from it. 
For in the firſt Act of William and Mary, 
aſter King Fames's Abdication, there are 
theſe Words, according to the common 
Form: Whereas the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
fporal, and Commons, aſſembled at Weſtmin= 
fter, ——— repreſenting all the Eſtates of 
the People of this Realm, &c. which ſhews, 
that the King was never reckoned: one of the 
States, but was above them all, as their So- 
verdign and Head. 
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AND as to the Prieſts ſince the Stuart 
Family came in, they ſay, It is a poor falſi- 
fying of Hiſtory, and forging ot Facts, to 
blacken that Race to whom many of the 
Whigs have been beholding for all they have 


in, the Power of the Kings of England was 
as much preached up as it was in their time. 


the Books of Homilies, which preach up the 
regal Power in high Terms, were 3 
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and another Book of Homilies was autho- 
riſed, in the Reign of that celebrated 
Queen, whom they 44 5 purely to caſt Dirt 
upon her Succeſſors. And that if any in her 
time had dared to mention the Power of the 


People in making or unmabing Kings, ſhe 


5 have taught them whoſe Power ſhe 
THEY alledge, in Conſequence of this 
Doctrine, that Obedience is due to the Go- 
vernment for Conſcience ſake, and that no- 
body can be a Chriſtian without it. 
BUT then they and the Whigs differ wide- 


ly in another Point, viz. Who has a Title to 
their Allegiance ? The latter make no diffe- 


rence as to Right, but as they were the Peo- 
ple who deſtroyed the Monarchy in 41, they 
ſubmitted to Oliver Cromwell as long as they 
liked him; and would turn out any King 
they did not like, as they would have done 
King Charles II. if he. had not been too 
any for them. But the Tories ſay, That 
Rebellion is not lawful, and that Oliver Crom- 
Well was an Uſurper, and therefore, if they 
had lived in thoſe Days, they would have 


taken Arms =_ him, and either have 


prevented his Uſurpation, or have tumbled him 
down from his unjuft Power. 3 
IT is true, as I have been informed, that 


there are ſome who object to the Validity of 
the Revolution upon the Tory Principle; and 
tax the preſent Eſtabliſhment as unlawful, 


upon 
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upon the footing of the. Laws of Enzland ; 
but as the Biſhops and the Bulk of the Tory 


Clergy have got over their Scruples of that 


Kind, and there are but a few who are fo 
{trait laced, as to give over Thoughts of 
Preferment, for the Sake of an Qath, there 
is no Noiſe made about this Diſpute, all the 
Struggle at preſent being about the Meaſures 
of the preſent Adminiftration, which unites 


the Parties, and diſjoins them, in the od- 
deſt unaccountable Manner that ever was 


heard of. Some of the ſtauncheſt Whigs, 
in late Reigns, are now at the Head of the 
Miniſtry, and altho' they were for calling 
Sovereigns and their Miniſters to Account 
in former Days, and were great Sticklers 
for our Soverazgn Lord the People, yet now 


they are at the Helm, are as much Faure Di- 


vino Men as any in England. Others, who 


in former Reigns were tantivy, are now come 


over to the Whig Principle of calling the 
Adminiftration to Account; and if they 
could, would deal Impeachments about in 
a terrible Manner. But which is the 
ſtrangeſt Thing of all, ſome who were ſo 


zealous as to take Arms not long ago for 


the Remains of the Race of Stuart, whom 


they endeavoured to reſtore to the Throne, 


which they thought then to be their Right, 
are now the greateſt Abetters of the preſent 
Miniſtry, againſt thoſe who appear as Patriots 
for the Country Intereſt: = KS 
H 2 THESE 
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THESE Diviſions. and Subdiviſions make 
it abſolutely neceſſary to tax and double-tax 
the Nation, to ſupport the Government ; 


and I can tell thee a Secret, that it muſt be 


fo, to the End of the Chapter, whilſt there is 


the Shadow of a conteſted Title at home, and 


a Pretender abroad. One Part of the Nation 
will not ſee this, and the other ſee it, but 
ſay they cannot help it. But theſe Infidels 
are blind to their own Intereſt; for it ſeems 
very plain to me, that they have not yet 
thought of the true Remedy for this Diſ- 
temper. | 
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The Numidian Hiſtory continu d. 


has been ſaid, in the Murder of Zelma- 
nedes) having been committed to Jayl for a 
civil Debt, wrote to Aimander to relieve 


him, but find ing by his Silence that he was 


deaf to his Complaints was reſolw'd to ſend 
him ſach a Letter as ſhould rouſe his Atten- 
tion; but not thinking it ſaſe to truſt it to 
the Jaylor's ſending, who would deſire to ſee 


LEO (who had been employ'd, as 


the. 
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telling him where he 
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the Contents of it, he reſfolv'd to hire ſome 
Body by the Force of Money to carry the 
Letter to Aimander. Having therefore writ- 
ten his Letter, he ofren open'd his Window 
to ſee if he could find one for his Purpoſe ; 
and at laſt, (by a particular Providence from 
Heaven; without doubt) he caſt his Eyes 
upon a Boy of about fourteen Years of Age, 
who ſeem'd to have Addreſs enough for ſuch 
an Errand; and calling him to him, he ask d 
him where he liv'd. The Boy told him that 
he lid at Bona, at preſent, where he was at 
School, but that he was Son to one Baldar, 
a Farmer in the Country. Lupero ask d him 
if he knew a Gentleman nam' d Aimander, 
the Lad readily anſwer'd that he was his Fa- 
ther's Landlord. Lupero thinkng this Boy a 
proper Meſſenger to ſend his Letter by, 
and finding him a ſmart Youth offer d him a 
ſutable Reward to get che Letter deliver d 
to Aimander, which the Boy promis d to per- 
form; and ſo having the Letter and Mone 
thrown out of the Window to him, he loſe 
the School and his Fooks; to perform the 
more agreeable Task for which he was libe- 
rally rewarded: Neither Lupero nor the Boy, 
Knowing upon what Terms Baldar ſtood 
with Aimander. 4 


0 e 
AS foon as the Boy came to his Fathers 


(who was remoy'd to another Houſe) - he: 


w'd him the Letter addreſs d to Aimander,,, 
H 3. ſeeing 
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ſeeing it ſeal'd, without a Paſsport from the 
Jaylor (according to the Law when Priſoners 
write Letters) told his Son he was a naughty 
Boy, for bringing him in Danger of the Law, 
which Aimander would not fail to take the 
Advantage of, if he or any of his Family 
carry d him a ſeal'd Letter from a Priſoner, 
At this the Boy, tearing off the Seal, now, 
ſaid he, the Danger is over, and ſince you 


are afraid of Aimander, it is proper you 

know what the Letter contains before he ſees 

ir. With that, opening the Letter, he read 
theſe Words. | | 


Lupero to Aimander.. 


SIR, 


You know what Hazards I have run pon 
your Account, tho you have forgotten of what 


e my. Services have been to you. I am not 
now lurking in an Arbour, but pent up in a 


Priſon, otherwiſe Aimander would take more 
Notice of me. Sir, either let ſome of that 
Wealth, which you enjoy by my Means, be 
employ'd to relieve me from this Place, or I 
will conjure up the Ghoſt of Zelmanedes to 
vex you, which will make you repent your Un- 


LUPERO, 


When the Boy had finiſſr d the Letter, Bal. 


dar, taking it out of his Hand, faid, this is 


a dark 
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4 dark Letter which I ſhall not pretend to 
explain, but ſince my dear old Mafter is 
nam'd in it, and that it threatens ſome Vex- 
ation to Aimander, I will carry it to Simo- 
nides Zelmanedes's Nephew, who 1s better at 
Riddles than I pretend to be. And fo charg- 
ing his Son to ſay nothing of it, he went to 
Simonides, who having read the Letter ſeve- 
ral times over, and comparing it with the 
Circumſtances of his Uncle's Murder, having 
thank'd Baldar for his Kindneſs, and enjoin'd 
him Secrecy, he took his Journey to Cirta 
the next Morning; and being a Gentleman 
well known and reſpected. at Court, he no 
ſooner ſignify'd his Deſire of an Audience of 
his Majefty, but he was. admitted ; where 
having upon his Knee, kiſg'd his Majeſty's 
Hand, he by a ſhort Speech told his Buſi- 
neſs, and at the ſame Time begg d Pardon 
for troubling his Majeſty, but his Rezfon 
was, that as his royal Juſtice gave him Aſſu- 
rance to apply to him tor revenging the Mur- 
der of his Uncle; fo his Majeſty's Wiſdom 
in finding out hidden Myſteries, had encou- 
rag d him to throw himſelt at his Feet to 
beg his Aſſiſtance in unfolding the Meaning 
of that Enigmatical Letter. | ; 
THE King, having conſider'd the Letter, 
and made Simonides repeat the Particulars of 
the- Murder which he had. heard before, was 
entirely of Opinion that Aimander was the 
Author, and Lupero the Aſſaſſine. He _ 
£3” ore 
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fore immediately order'd a Cabinet Council 
to be call'd, in which having propos'd the 
Matter, and order'd FSimonides te becall'd 
in, after hearing the Letter read, and the 
Recital of the Murder, the whole Council 
was of Opinion that Aimander was guilty, 
as the Author and Contriver of the Mulder, 
and Lupero as the Executor of it. But be- 
, cauſe it was not likely that he alone ſhould 
have undertaken ſo hazardous an Enterprize, 
it was agreed to proceed with the utmoſt Se- 
crecy, that the Accomplices might not take 
Umbrage at Aimander's being arreſted. The 
Council therefore advis'd that a Warrant 
thould be ſent to the proper Officer, to arreſt 
him upon ſome other Pretence, and to keep 
him in his Houſe till farther Orders, but to 
take Care that he ſhould not eſcape. And at 4 
the ſame Time, there was an Order ſent to ; 
the Town of Bona to two of the King's Juſ- 
tices, with the Letter written by Lupero,. to 
go privately to the Priſon, and examine Lu- 
pero. Both theſe Orders were executed with- 
great Exactneſs, Himander was arreſted as 
he was riding with a ſingle Servant, ſome 
Miles from his own Houſe, and being carry'd. 
to the Sheriff's Houſe, was treated by him 
as if he had come of a Viſit, and nothing 
refus'd him but Liberty. And they who were 
employ'd to examine Lupero behav'd them-- 
ſebves with ſuch Dexterity, that altho' the 
Villain at firſt deny d his knowing any Thi 5 
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of the Murder, and would have put other 


Interpretations upon that Letter, yet his 


Confuſion, and Inconſiſtency in anſwering 


ſome croſs Queſtions, gave them ſuch Evi- 


dence of his Guilt, that they threaten'd him 


with the Rack if he did not confeſs, and or- 


der'd the Jaylor to get it ready, the very 
mention of which terriſy'd him to that de- 


gree, that he confeſs'd the whole Fact, and 
produced Armander's Letter ſent from Zel- 


manedes's Houſe the Day he was murder'd, 
and diſcover'd that Veraglio was the only 


Accomplice of the Execution; upon which | 


after he was likewiſe ſeiz d, according to the 
Orders ot Court, Lupero and Veraglio were 
ſent in Chains to Cirta, whither likewiſe A;j- 
mander was ſent with a Guard ſoon after. 


AIMANDER was no ſooner arreſted, but 


his guilty Conſcience flew in his Face; the 
innocent Blood of Zelmanedes ſtar d in his 
Eyes; and the Apprehenſion of the Puniſh- 
ment he had fo juſtly deſerv'd made him for- 


get, nay even abhor thoſe Pleaſures he had 


bought at the Price of his Innocence and 
Honour. But he had ſome faint Hopes, that 


it could not be upon that Account that he 
was taken up. He could not imagine that 


Lupero or Vęraglio would blab out a Fact 
which muſt coſt them their Lives. This 
made him think it was at Baldar or his 


Daughter's Sute that he had been arreſted ; | 
but as there were no Witneſſes of the Rape, 


he. 
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he had Hopes to get off by paying a good 
Fine, and ſettling a handſome Portion upon 
Diana. But when he was brought before 
the Court, where the King himſelf was pre- 
ſent, and where he was confronted with the 
two wicked Inſtruments of his Treachery to 
his Friend, and his own Lette: brought as 
an Evidence againſt him, he was 10 con- 
founded, that he had not Aſſurance to deny 
the Fact. And therefore being commanded 
to ſpeak for himſelf, he ſaid, „ 

Great King! I now find, tho? alas: too 
late, that Pleaſures purchas'd by Iuiquity 
terminate in Sorrow ; and that Man's Con- 
fidence is vain, who ventures upon Acts of 
Impiety, in Hope of Secrecy, whilſt the 
Eye of Heaven is upon all our Actions. 
Such is my Fate, ſuch has been my Folly, 
Bewitch'd with the Beauty of Rot hilda. 
then Zelmanedes's, and now my near wi- 
dow'd Wife; and finding, by her Virtue 
(to which with my laſt Breath J muſt give 
_ Teſtimony) that I could not ſeduce her 
from the Path of Honour, I look'd upon 


a A A GA 6 A 


* * Zelmanedes's Life, as a Block in the Way 


of my Happineſs; and therefore I enter'd 
into a bloody Contract, with theſe two 
Men (now wretched by my Contrivance) 

ſecretly to take away his Life, fooliſhly. 
* imagining that the World ſhould never diſ- 
© Cover from what Forge the: Key had come 
| which open d the Door to my unlawful 5 
lures 
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« ſures. But I ſee that Heaven is juſt, and 


© that Blood cries from the Bowels of the 


Earth for Vengeance. I am guilty of Zel- 


© manedes Murder, and 1 know the great 
* Hiarbes is too juſt not to puniſh ſuch a 
© Crime as it deſerves.” Lupero and Verag- 
lio having likewiſe pleaded guilty, they were 
all remitted to Priſon till the Court ſhould 
give Sentence againſt them. 
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7 HOULI MOLLACK, one of the Hay 
Miniſters of the Tomb of the great Pro- 
Phet. | 
Of Religion and Morals. - 


TENERABLE Guardian of the holy 
Tomb! I ſhould not preſume to treſ- 


paſs upon thy precious Time, it thou hadit 
not laid thy Commands upon me, to give 


[1 thee an exact Account from time to time of 


or Obſervations upon Religion in Eng- 
and, * „ 7 ; 

J have made it my principal Buſineſs to 
ſtudy that Point, and can with Pleaſure aſ- 
ſure thee, that. unleſs ſome unlucky Incident 


happens to alarm the Church (which has 
more than once been ſtrangely reſcued from 
impending 
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impending Deſtruction, and is aſcribed, by 
the few who are zealous for it, to Divine Pro- 
vidence, and confirms them in their Super- 
ſtition) there will not be a Memory of 
Chriſtianity left in England in a ſhort time, 
at leaſt not in this City. | 
ONE cannot go into any Company of 
Faſhion, but they are entertained with what 
the few Zealots call Blaſphemy. Every pert 
Coxcomb, or Virtu9/a Girl, quotes the Book 
of GOD, out of Ridicule, to embelliſh a 
wanton Story. And altho' that Text is the 
only Part of the Diſcourſe that 1s common 
Senſe, nor even that as it is applied, there is 
a Laugh raiſed, as if the Speaker had ſaid 
the brighteſf thing ur the World. . 
IF any of the Company happens to tell an 
incredible Story, © Ay, (fays a young Fop) 
© I believe that as much as I do the Miracles 
* of the three. Impoſtors. O that was pretty 
© (cries a young Prude) the three Impoſtors, 
© that is, the three great M's; let me die 
© but I envy you the Glory of that Piece of 
© Wit. You have mended it by your own, 


by G—, Madam, (fays he) for I ſhould 


© not have thought of the Mefah, to have 
© made them all begin with a Letter 
IF one ſtirs abroad on the firſt Day of the 
Week, which is what they keep holy, as we 
do the ſixth, one cannot paſs the Streets for 
Coaches, People of both Sexes on Horſe-back, 
and Men, Women and children a-foot in 
| | 1 55 Crouds. 
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Crowds, I at firſt thought they were crowd- 
ing to their Moſques, but was inform'd they 
were running from them, and going upon 
Parties of Pleaſure in the Country. And 
there are ſuch Multitudes go out of 
Town that Day, as one would think no-body 
was left to go to the Moſque: And indeed 
they are generally little frequented, and that 

by ſuch who either want Health or Money 
to junket in the County. 
| BUT I know thy Holineſs makes thee 
think that they who do go to the Moſques 
here, go to pray to Alla and his Prophet the 

Aeſſiab. No, venerable Mollack, Prayers are 
out of the Queſtion. It is true they have 
Worſhip there, but few mind 1t except the 

Prieſts and Clerks, or perhaps ſome old Peo- 


" ple; the reſt of the Audience are curtſying 

4 and bowing to their Acquaintances all round 

| the Church, or ogling one another. This 

4 is a ſtrange Term to thee, but means look- 

: ing with looſe Deſires to ſome about them. 

 Y But one Motive, beſides ſhewing themſelves, 
takes many to Church, viz. To hear a fine 

| Diſcourſe trom a celebrated Preacher. For 


there is a Cuſtom in this Place of preaching 
| ST Prizes, that is, ſome of the young Divines © 
3 eſpecially, ftrive who ſhall draw moſt of the 
Ladies after them, from all Parts of the City 
l (for they ſtrole from one Maſque to another) 
by their genree] Air, frong Lungs, and grace- 
7 Utterance, and if yu have but thoſe 
| three 
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three Qualities, they may preach what they 


will, for the Audience for t 


e moſt part are 
no Judges. Og) 


- "WT if thou wert here to ſee the Inſults 
which the Priefts daily meet with in the 


Streets (altho'” I can aſſure thee their Habit 


is the moſt decent, that I have ever ſeen) 
thou wouldſt conclude, with me, that Chri- 


ſtianity was at a low Ebb in this Country. 
It is true, there are ſome of them exempted 
from thoſe Ruffles in the Streets, becauſe 
their Rank and Preferments enable them to 
keep Coaches and Servants; but theſe are 
not they who generally have the beſt Cha- 
racters, for they are, for the moſt part, tax'd 
Out it is by ſuch as do not love the Church) 
with having nothing at Heart but Prefer- 


ment, and aggrandizing their Families; and 


it is ſaid, even by thoſe who with beſt to 
their Ordet, that the Calumny of their com- 
plying with every Thing which the Miniſters 
propoſe, that they may be firſt Oars to bet- 
r Pgnities than they yet enjoy, is one 
great Cauſe of the Contempt of the Clergy 
of England, If they are ſuch mercenary 
Tools, they deſerve to be deſpis' d; but as 
they are innocent, they ought to take Care 
to make their Innocence appear by a Con- 
duct contrary to what 1s thus objected to 
them: And if they do not, and that ſpee- 
dily, a ſhort Time will make them the * 
| 1 
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of the Fury of the People, as they are al- 
ready of their Satyre and Ridicule. 


BUT there are Men of Senſe and Pro- 


biry among the Clergy ; I have known feve- 
ral, and have heard of many others. There 
are many who have Preferments, who adhere 
in the main to the Doctrine of the Church, 
and ſtickle for her Rights in Spite of all At- 
tempts againſt them, and preach up the 

Fundamentals of Chriſtianity with a Spirit 
and Learning, which none of their Adyer- 
ſaries can anſwer but by foul Language or a 
ridiculous Sneer. But as many of 7, 4 Lay 
Patrons have little or no Religion, they will 
never give Preferment to one who has; ſince 
they can never be at a Loſs for wicked Cler- 
gy who will not ſtick at going thro? thick and 
thin. for Preferment. And one of ſuch a. 


Caſt is able to do more Miſchief to the Church 
than three of another Stamp can remedy. 


For Vice is more eaſily introduced, and more 
hardly rooted out, where the Soil is pre- 
pared for it. I doubt not of thy Prayers, 
Holy Mollack. for our Prophet's Aſſiſtance to 
the good Appearance which ſeems to make 
Way for our Holy Religion among Infidels. 


LRT. 
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LETTER XV. 
SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
' Continuation of the Numidian Hiſtory. 


EF ORE the Court broke np, it was 

D ſuggeſted by one of the judges that 
Rothilda onght to be brought before them. 
For, ſaid he, altho' it is poſſible ſhe may be 
innocent, yet her marrying her Husband's 
Murderer may give rome to ſuſpect that ſhe 
was privy, if fhe did not conſent to the Mur- 
der of the one for the Enjoyment of the 
other, 'This was thought a reaſonable Pro- 
3 and therefore an Order was given to 
bring her to Town, when News was brought 
that ſhe was come of herſelf, to learn the 
Cauſe of Aimanders Arreſt. The King 
therefore commanded her to be brought be- 
fore them, but without any Violence, there 
being none who had accus'd her of any Crime. 
As ſoon as Rothilda appear'd, the King 
ſpoke to her himſelf in a moſt gracious Man- 
ner, © Rothilda, we have ſent for you to know 
© what Pains you would be at for the Diſco- 
© very of the Murder of Zelmanedes. Roy- 
al Sir, {aid Rothilda, © Time has not ſo m_ 
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© the Love of Zelmanedes from my Heart, 
© ror an After-marriage made me ſę forgetful 
© of my Duty to his Memory, as that I would 
© decline the utmoſt Pains, or refuſe to be at 


any Expence in my Power, to bring to light 


his Murderers, and to procure to them the 


© juſt Reward of their Wickedneſs. But, 


* ſaid Hiarbes, what if your Husband be 
the Murderer of your Husband? can you 
give up living Aimander, to revenge dead 
© Zelmanedes 9* Thoſe Words fo aftoniſh'd 


Rot hilda, who had heard nothing of the 
Trial, that ſhe remain'd, for ſome Time, 


like one in a Trance. But recovering her- 
ſelf as well as. ſhe could, ſhe ee after 

a Flood of Tears, The Gods forbid, moſt 
© gracious King, that ever I ſhould hear that 
© the Murderer of Zelmanedes ſhould have 
© lain in the Poſom of Rothilda. But if Hea- 
ven has ſuffer'd my Innocence to be fo 
mock d, and made my Bed a Sanctuary for 
© fo bloody a Gueſt, I may complain that 


© the Gods have taken Pleaſure in making 


© a poor innocent Woman a Monument of 


© their Wrath, and a Spectacle of Miſery. 
© But what to reply to your Majeſty, if this 


is the Caſe, I do not know. Should I paſs 
* over, without a juſt Reſentment, the Mur- 
der of Zelmanedes? his Ghoſt might ac- 
* cuſe me, in the World of Spirits, of Ingra- 
* titude for his kind Love in this. Should I 
* conſent to the Death of Aimander? he is 
; pes "7 


nere preſent pity her -preſent Condition. 


” my Husband, as well as the other was. 


„Shall I ſay, chat Zelmanedes's Blood ſhall 


not be aveng'd? the Heavens would con- 
* demn me, as an Enemy to Juſtice, and a 
* Countenancer of Murder and Violence. 
Shall I fay that Aimander's Blood thould be 
'* ſhed? the World will cenſure me as the 
© Murdeter of my Husband. - Shall I plead 
* tor my Husband Aimander ? then I do In- 


jury to the Memory of my dear Zelmane- 


des. Shall I plead againſt Aimander f then 
I plead againſt myſelf. If I fay Aimander 
© ſhall live, I keep in my Boſom the Mur- 
derer of my Husband. If I fay he ſhall 
die, then I murder my Husband. I have 
© then nothing left, in the wretched State to 
<© which I am reduced, but to lay my Hand 
upon my Mouth, and leave your Majeſty 
and your honourable Judges, to determine 
© as your Wiſdoms fhall think fir, and have 
nothing left to do, but to bemoan my own 


' © miſerable State, whatever may be the Re- 


ſult of the preſent Council; and muſt re- 
© ſolve to feed upon thoſe bitter Morſels 
* which the Heavens have carved for me, 
as my daily Bread. Theſe Words of Ro- 
bilda, utter d with an Air of Innocence and 
Modeſty, but with ſuch unaffected Grief, 
convinced the King, and all the Court, that 
Rothilda had no hand in the Guilt of which 
the others were convicted, and made all that 


But 
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But that nothing might be omitted to juſtify 


her Innocence, or to confound her if guilty, 
Aimander, Lupero and Veraglio were again 
brought into Court, who with one joint Con- 
ſent avow'd her Innocence ot the Murder of 
Zelmanedes; and each of the Aſſaſſins de- 


clar'd that Aimander had, both before and: 


after the Perpetration of that wicked Fact, 


expreſsd his Apprehenſion of her coming to- 


the Knowledge of it, as much as the diſco- 

vering it to a Judge. Aimander himſelf with- 
a Sincerity to which he ſeem'd to have been a 
Stranger in the former Part of his Life, gave 
ſuch an Account of her Love to Ze/manedes, 
and of her virtuous Behaviour towards him-- 


ſelf during the Life of her firſt Husband, 


that the King and the Judges acquitted - Ro- 
thilda of any Knowledge or Conſent to the: 
Murder. 5 5 © 
BUT now a new Scene open d, which 
ſhew'd the Juſtice of Hiarbes, and his Regard 
for the Happineſs of his People. | 
BALDAR, hearing of Aimander's being 
arreſted, and carry'd to Cirta, and know- 
mg that it was the Effect of the Letter he 
had carry'd to Simonides, made what Haſte: 
he could to Court, and arriv'd juſt in Time 
to hear Rothilda acquitted of the Crime of 
her Husband's Murder. The poor Man ſee- 
ing with what Patience and Concern the 


"King liſten'd to that Affair, thought he had 


the tairelt Opportunity to repreſent his _— 
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he therefore thruſt himſelf as near as he could 
to the King, and as ſoog as he thought he 
could be heard, falling on his Knees, call'd 
out, e. O King. FHiarbes hearing the 
Words, order'd Way to be made for him, 
and, as ſoon as he was near, ask'd who he 
was, and againſt whom he demanded Juſtice. 
Jam (ſaid he) the poor Man Baldar, 
* whoſe Cauſe Hariſmal told you of ſome 
Þ4 Time ago. Hariſma) (ſaid the King) 
1 has ſpoken to me of ſeveral Men, and dit. 
1 * ferent Cauſes; but who among them thou 
1 © art, ur what Cauſe thine is, I know not. I 
| *am (reply'd Baldar) the poor Man who 
| © was Tenant to Zelmanedes, and then to Ai- 
| * mander, whoſe Daughter Aimander raviſh'd, 
bad himſelf beaten, and his Leaſe taken 
| from him by Ruffians, and then threw him 
| out of his Farm; all waich I made Com- 
| * plaint of to Hariſmal, who ſaid he had re- 
4 © preſented it to you, O King! I waited long 
for Redreſs, but after many fair Speeches 
© was turn'd off with Threatenings. 
ALTHO' this Addreſs of Ba/dar was not 
accompany'd with that Turn of Phraſe fit 
for a King's Ear, yet Hiarbes finding in it a 
plain Honeſty, reſolv'd to mind the Matter 
of the Complaint more than the rude Man- 
ner in which it was deliver'd. And there- 
fore turning to Aimander, he ask'd him what 
he had to object againit this new Charge. Ai- 
mander conſidering that a Charge of greater 
EY 9, | SECiecy 
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Secrecy had been prov'd againſt him, and 
that it was in vain to put off this new Charge 
with any Gloſſes, ſince he ſtood convicted of 
Murder, frankly own'd the whole. Then 
the King, with a ſevere Aſpect, turning to- 
wards Hariſmal, ask'd him, in a Tone which 
made him look pale, how he came to abuſe 
his Confidence, and to keep back the Com- 
plaints of his Subjects from him; and to de- 
ceive the poor Man, by pretending to have 
repreſented his Caſe to him when he never 
had ſpoken to him one Word of it? Hariſ- 
mal, who was not ſure but the Letter he had 
written to Aimander might be found and pro- 
duced againſt him, durſt not deny his Know- 
ledge of Baldar, and his Caſe; but preten- 
ded he had conceal'd it with a Deſign to per- 
fuade Aimander to make Satisfaction to Bal. 
dar and his Daughter without giving his Ma- 
jeſty the Trouble of it. Hiarbes, altho o- 
therwiſe of a mild Diſpoſition, could not 
With Patience hear him varniſh over his Breach 

of Truſt with the Colour of eaſing him of 
Trouble, and therefore before the whole 
Court he thus ſpoke to him. Your Offence, 
Hariſmal, carries in it a Complication of 
many Faults. You have betray'd the Truſt 
I repoſed in you, you have hazarded my 
Honour, ſcandaliz d my Government, de- 
*celv'd tnis poor Man, countenanc'd his 
* Daughter's Raviſher, and taken upon you, 
3 5 „„ 
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in my Name, and under my Authority, the 
© Patrociny of Oppreſſion. As my Secre- 
© tary, you ought to have conſulted my Ho- 
© nour, and the good of my Subjects; and to 
© have: communicated the Knowledge of 
© their State to me; but on the contrary, 
* you have not only neglected to inform me 
© of their juſt Grievances (which is a Fault 
© 1 ſhall not eaſily forgive) but you have in- 
duſtriouſſy block d up the Paſſage to any 
other Means they might attempt to give 
me Knowledge of their Wrongs; by which 
© you have brought me under the Hazard of 
being reputed either an inacceſſible and fro- 
© ward Prince, who am above doing Juſtice 
to my Subjects; or of a careleſs cne, who 
© am unconcern'd at the Sufferings of the op- 
* preſs'd; or, which is worſe, you have brought 
me in Danger of being thought a Tyrant, 
© who connive at, or countenance Injuſtice, 
and Opprefſion. Thus have you brought 
© Scandal upon my Government, as not be- 
ing able or willing to protect the Innocent 
from the Inſults of their more powerſul 
* Neighbours; and have diſgraced the Poſt I 
* truſted you with, by your Falſhood and 
* Diffimulation; and, by your baſe Treat- 
* ment of this poor Man, you have diſcou- 
* rag'd others, in his, or. the like Circum- 
* ſtances, to have Recourſe to me for Juſtice, 
* which your Behaviour towards this Man 


© made 
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© made them deſpair to obtain. But I ſhall 
take ſuch Courſe in this Matter, as ſhall 
© let all Numidia know that Jam no Encou- 
© rager of Oppreſſion in the greateſt of my 
© Servants, Having faid this, he order d 
the Captain of his Guard to take Hariſinal 
into Arreſt, and to confine him to his Houſe. 

THE next Day Aimander, Lupero and 
Veraglio, were brought from Priſon, to re- 
ceive Sentence; which having been agreed 
upon by the Judges, with the King's Appro- 
bation, was then read to them as follows. 
That whereas Aimander had ſuffer'd his Eyes 


to enſnare his Heart to thoſe unclean Luſts, 


from which all the Wickedneſs he had been 
condemn'd for had flow'd, that therefore his 
Eyes ſhould be pick'd out by the Hand of 
Lupero upon the Scaffold; That his Hand, 
which had written the wicked Letter, ſhould 
be cut off by Veraglio, ſo that thoſe two 
might be Inſtruments of his Puniſhment, as 
they had been of his Crime. And aiter- 
wards his Head ſhould be ſever'd from his 
Body by the Hand of the common Execu- 
tioner. That his proper Eſtate (except ſuch 
Part of it as had been ſettled as a Jointure 
2 Rot hilda) ſhould be divided between 
adar and his Daughter Diana in equal 
Moieties, and that Diviſion to be made over 


LU- 


miniſter'd, and made an Edi 
Judges who ſhould be convicted of Bribery, 
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LIPERO and Peraglio were ſentenc'd. 
(after they had thus treated Aimander ) to 
have their right, Hands cut off with a Saw. 
and then to be ſtrangled to Death upon Gib- 
bers. Then that all the three Heads ſhould. 
be ſet upon Poles, viz. the Head of Aiman- 


dier in the Market Place of Cirta with this 


Inſcription, For Blood and Luft; and thoſe 
of the other two in the puhlick Market-place 
of Bona, together with their Hands, to which 
Stiletto's were to be chain'd, over which 
2 written, T his is the Reward Mur- 
Sp We 537 a 
AS to Hariſmal, the King turn'd him out 
of his Office, and the Conrt declar'd him 
incapable of ever en joying any Place of "Truſt 
in the Kingdom, and find him in half the 
Value of his Eſtate, which was to be applied 
to charitable Uſes. A Proclamation was 
likewiſe iſſu'd forth, declaring, That whoe- 
ver, of what Degree or Quality ſocver, had 
Cauſe to think, that he was injur'd by the 
inferior Judges, ſhould make Application to 
the King himſelf; and that they might have 
an Opportunity of doing it, without Charge 
or Loſs of Time, he appointed ſtated Times 
for viſiting the ſeveral Provinces of his King- 
dom, that he might ſee 3 was ad- 
by which all 


ſhould not only be degraded from their _ 
fice, 
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fice, but puniſh'd according to the Nature of 
their Offence; and that no Subject ſhould be 


hinder'd from preferring any Petition, the 


King appointed proper Officers, with Boxes 
open at top into which any one might put a 


Paper, which could not be taken out till the 


Box was open'd in his Preſence. ' And altho* 
an indolent Prince would have thought this a 
Toil too great for a King to go thro', this 
excellent Prince took Pleaſure in making the 
Nation happy, and ſpar' d no Pains to pro- 


mote Trade, encourage Husbandry, improve 
Arts, protect the Innocent, and to puniſh 


the Guilty, mY 
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ELIN at London, to MIRZA at Ifpahan. 
T GAVE thee, 1n a former Letter, ſome- 


Account of a certain Chriſtian Doctor, 
who had taken ſome Pains to make me a 
Proſelyte to the Superſtition of this Country; 


and 1 told thee, at the ſame time, how ſin- 


gular ſuch Kind of Zeal is among theſe 


polite People, and what a Bar that was 
to the well-meaning Gentleman's Prefer- 


ment. ' 
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- BUT I ſhould not do Juſtice to the Civi- 
lity of a Country which grows every Day 
more agreeable to me, if I did not alſo 


acquaint thee, that there lately came over 
hither from the Weſtern World, ſome who 


were called Indian Kings; being Chiefs 


of a Tribe of Savages in thoſe Parts, who 
are as far from being Chriſtians as from 
being true Muſſelmen, and ſeem indeed to 


have no Notions of any Religion, but 


what the mere Light of Nature ſhews 


them. 


THESE Perſons I thought were ſo pro- 


per Subjects for a religious Zeal to work 


upon, that I frankly own to thee, I had 
once ſo much the Spirit of a Miſſionary 
in myſelf, that I was contriving how to 
commence an Acquaintance with thoſe 


foreign Infidels, in hopes to be inſtrumen- 


tal to their becoming true Believers. But 
a Friend, whom I could ſafely intruſt with 
my Deſign, diſſuaded me ſeriouſly from pur- 
ſung it: For (ſays he) it will n 
© be reſented to your Prejudice; not fo 
© much for your endeavouring to make 
© them Mahometans, as for diſquieting them 
© at all about Matters of Religion and 


© Conſcience. They are a peacable, well- 
meaning People, and have expoſed them- 
© ſelves to the Dangers of a long Voyage, 


purely out of their zealous Attachment 
1 i EN Fa 
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© to our preſent happy Government. And 
tis a — among the wiſeſt of our 
Friends, That ſuch ought not to be de- 
prived of their Liberty of Conſcience, but 
to be indulged in their reſpective Freedom 
of Thinking; there being no Danger but 
all /ach good Allies or Subjects may be ſaved 
in their own way. | _ 
'THIS, I confeſs, ſeemed ſomewhat ſtrange 
to me at firſt; but I found my Friend's Ad- 
vice was not ill- grounded, when thoſe Indi- 
ans, after having been highly regaled for a 
conſiderable Time, were civilly diſmiſs d, 
without ſo much as ever being once ſpoke 
to concerning Religion,  - _ | 
COMMUNICATE this, as thou haſt 
Opportunity, to the venerable Mollack, as 
a Piece of News which may not be unwor- 
thy of his Knowledge. | D 
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1 The Numidian Hiftory continu d. 
| |. N this happy State was the Kingdom of 
i j' k Numidia tor ſome Time under the auſpi- 


cious Reign of the wiſe Hiarbes. But alas! 
| that Happineſs was too great to be laſting, 
j and that King too good to live long: For af- 
| ter he had reign'd ten Years he was ſnatch'd 
| 


| away by Death, and with him dy'd the Peace 
| and Proſperity of Numidia. The univerſal 
| Mourning for the Death of Hiarbes was not 
ſo much known by the Apparel, as in the 
| Faces of all Ranks and Degrees of People. 
Never was a more general Sorrow for the 
Death of one Man, nor was it without Rea- 
ſon, that the People mourn'd, for they reck- 
on'd his untimely Death a Preſage of. ſome 
uncommon Calamity, as indeed it prov'd. 
For, no ſooner were the Funeral Rites per- 
form'd with royal Pomp, but Vorolandes, the 
deceas'd:King's Uncle, (one whoſe Abilities 
would have fitted him for Government if his 
Ambition had not blinded his Judgment) 
claim'd the Regency as his due, by Proxi- 
| mity 
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mity of Blood; which was allow'd him in a 
general Aſſembly of the States, and he was 
proclaim'd Guardian of the young King and 
his Brother, and Protector of the Kingdom. 

een Lomirilla, who was extremely 3 
for the Loſs of her Husband, acquieſced in 
the Determination of the Convention, and 
accordingly deliver'd the young King Miſa- 
nes, with his Brother Fuba, into his ds, 
but beg d that he would leave Hyempſal with 


her, both upon the Account of his tender 


Age, (he being but three Years old) and 
likewiſe out of Regard to her preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, to help to divert her Grief in 


ſome meaſure, which Vorolandes could not 


well refuſe, and therefore conſented to, 
leaving alfo the Princeſs Roſalinda with the 
Queen on the Account of her Sex. 

ABOUT two Years were ſpent in new 
modeling the Places of greateſt 'Truſt, which 


he did ſo by Degrees, that the Generality 
took no Umbrage at the Changes he made, 


upon. different Pretences ; for, in the main, 


his government was unblamable, and his Be- 


haviour towards the two Princes was without 
Fault. Jet there was ſome Perſons of greater 
Penetration, who look' d with a jealous Eye, 
upon his laying aſide the old truſty Servants 
ot the Crown, who were Men of known A- 
bilittes, and putting his own Creatures in Of- 
fices of the greateſt Importance. But, as 
that was in his Power by Law, they ſaid no- 

| K 3 thing 
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thing of it, unleſs it were in Confidence to 
„„ 8 
_FVOROLANDES, knowing that at the 
Age of 15, the young King was, by the 
Law, deem'd to be of Age to appoint his 
own Miniſters, ſaw that he had but fix Years 
to hold the Regency (the King having been 

nine Years old at the Demiie of his Father; ) 
and his Ambition prompting him to hold the 
Reins of the Government, during his Life, 
he began to contrive Means to bring it about. 
But finding it impracticable whilſt the Prin- 
ces were alive, his Luſt of Power prevail'd 
ſo far as to make him form a Deſign of put- 
ting them to Death, but in ſo ſecret a Way 
that he might not be ſuſpected of it. After 
he had new model'd the Kingdom, and had 
all Places of Importance in the Power of his 
own Creatures, and had the Army eſpeci- 
ally under ſuch Officers, as ow'd their Pro- 
motion to him alone, he ſet about his trai- 
terous Deſign of murdering the two eldeſt 
Princes Meſanes and Fuba, reſerving Hyemp- 
ſal to a more convenient Opportunity. Hav- 
ing therefore provided a Poiſon, whoſe ſlow 
but ſure Operation might paſs for ſome na- 
tural Diſeaſe, he ſecretly agreed with Lame- 
dor one of the King's Cooks, to infuſe it into 
ſome Meſs which was to be ſerv'd up to the 
King and his Brother, which he, by Voro- 
landess Promiſe of a rich Reward, under- 
took to perform. But whilſt he was medi- 
by tating 
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tating the Death of thoſe innocent Princes, 
an Adventure happen'd which gave them a 
ſhort Reprieve. For, the very Day before he 
had promis'd to the Regent to put his Wick- 
edneſs in Execution, as Meſanes and Fuba, 
accompany'd by Lamedor's Son, a Boy about 
their own Age, having retir'd from their o- 
ther Attendants to ſhoot at Birds in the Skirt 
of a Wood not far from the Palace, a Bear, 


coming out of the Wood, ſeiz d Lamedor's 
Son, which the young King ſeeing, by an 


heroic Courage above his Age, having his 
Bow ready bent, ſhot the Bear into the Eye 
ſo that ſhe fell down dead, and left the Boy 
with only a ſlight Wound in his Thigh. 
They were no ſooner come Home but La- 
medor's Son told his Father of the Danger 
he had eſcap'd by the Addreſs and. Reſolu- 
tion of the young King, which gave ſuch a 
Turn to his Mind, that after a ſerious Soli- 
loquy, about what he had undertaken, he 
reſolves rather to leave the Kingdom, where 
he knew he could not be ſaſe after having, 
diſappointed Vorolandes, than to be guilty. 
of a Crime which had ſo many Aggravations | 
in it. Having thus determin'd to run alt 
Hazards rather than to be ſuch a Villain, he 
went ſecretly to the Queen, and diſclos'd all 


that he knew of the Plot againſt the Loves 


of the Princes, and upon his Knees beg'd 
Pardon for having once conſented to ſo hei- 
Jrous a Parricide. 
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| LOMIRILLA ſurpriz d and frighten d to 
the laſt Degree at this horrid Treaſon, ſent 
for ſome of the old faithful Friends of Hiar- 
bes (one of whom was Merobanes, who had 
been Admiral of the Fleet during the Reign 
of her Husband, and whom Vorolandes had 
not thought fit to lay aſide, altho' he did 
not truſt him; ) to them the Queen imparted: 
what Lamedor had diſcover d to her, and de- 
ſir d their Counſel and Afﬀiſtance 
THEI were ſtruck with Horror at the 
Wickedneſs of the Regent, but conſidering 
that they had only one Witneſs of the De- 
ſten, and that Vorolandes's Power would ea- 
fily connter-ballance all the Intereſt they 
| could make to get the Princes out of his 
0 Hands; after a long Debate, and ſeveral 
1 Propoſals made, and rejected as impracti- 
1 cabli, Merobanes told the Queen that he was 
1 extremely griev'd to inform her Majeſty that 
be was afraid the King and Fuba were loſt, 
ll there being no Pretence for taking them out 
of the Regent's Hands, without telling the 
true Cauſe, which, without doubt Vorolandes 
i would deny, and they being not able to bring 
ſufficient Proof of it, would only expoſe 
4 themſelves to his Rage, and the Rigour of 
the Law. He thereiore advis'd her to con- 
trive ſome Way to ſecure Hyempſ/al from the 
Danger which his Brothers were expos'd to, 
and in the mean Time if any Means could be 
thought of to fave them too, W 
uſe 
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fuſe no Hazard for the Service of the royal 

ALTHO' it was with inexpreſſible Grief 
that the Queen ſaw herſelf in Danger of lo- 
ſing her two eldeſt Sons ; yet finding there 
was too great a Probability in it, ſhe told 
them that ſhe would enter into any Mea- 
ſures they ſhould propoſe for ſaving Hyemp- 


ſal. After ſeveral Projects laid down, Pro- 
vidence furniſh'd them with one which took 


Effect. Merobanes had a Son of the ſame 
Age with Hyempſal, and not unlike him in' 
Features and Complexion. This Child, whoſe 
Name was Melmador, fell ſick of a violent 
Fever, which, in all Appearance, was like 
to prove mortal. Merobanes therefore pro- 


pos d to change Sons with the Queen, and 


to run the Hazard of the Life ot his own 
Son, in Caſe he ſhould recover of his Sick- 
neſs, or if he ſhould not be able to reſcue 


him from the Tyrant, he would rather risk 
his being murder'd, than to ſee the Male- 


Iſſue of Hiarbes extinguiſh'd. This being a- 


greed upon, Merobanes's ſick Child was ſe- 
cretly convey d in the Night to the Queen's 
Apartment, and Merobanes with his Lady, to 
whom he had reveal'd the Secret, going thij- 
ther by Appointment, together with Adro- 
medal. and Berut hau, two Lords of intire Fi- 


delity to the royal Family, the Queen tak- 
ing Hyemrſal in her Arms and kiffing him 


many Times, with a Flood of Tears, _—_ 
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ver'd him to Merobanes in Preſence of the 
other two, with theſe Words. Merobanes, 
© T deliver into your Hands, and commit to 
< your Truſt, the deareſt Jewel I have left 
© me, my Son, and I dread to ſay, my only 
© Son, and which is more the only Son of 
Hiarbes I recommend him to your Care 
© to be educated as your own, till Heaven, 
* which now frowns upon the royal Houſe 
© of Numidia ſhall think fit to ſmile upon us. 
And you Adromedal and Beruthal, I call 
© you to witneſs the 'Truſt I have repos'd in 
© Merobanes ; that if it ſhall pleaſe the Gods 
to raiſe him to the Throne; when you and 
©I ſhall, by the Tyranny of Vorolandes, be 
deprivd of his elder Brothers (if ſuch a 
© Misfortune ſhall happen to us) you may 
declare that this is the lawful Son of Hiar- 
< bes and Heir of Numidia, whereof this 
Mark of a Croſs upon his right Arm, ſhall 
be a ſufficient Token and Evidence here- 
c after. Having ſaid this, ſhe ſhew'd the 
Mark with which he was born. And then 
Eiffing him with great Tenderneſs, ſhe kneel'd 
down, and lifting up her Hands to Heaven, 
ſhe ſaid, O thou eternal Being, by whoſe un- 
controulable Providence, all human Affairs are 
govern d, take this Infant under thy Protec- 
tion, and let thy Favour be his SantFuary, a- 

gainſt the bloody Deſigns of Vorolandes. But 
if thy unſearchable Wiſdom has decreed that 
thts poor Child ſhall, with his Brothers, wir | 
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under the mercileſs Hands of that unnatural 


Monſter, Jet the Hand of Death firſt ſhut my 


Eyes, that they may not behold ſuch Miſery, 
and Deſolation. Having thus ſaid, ſhe roſe 
up, and delivering a Writing in Truſt to 
Merobanes, witneſſed by Adromedal and Be- 
ruthan, ſhe retir'd ſuddenly into her Cloſer, 


and they taking the young Prince, convey'd 


him, unſeen of any, to Merobanes's Houſe, 
where they put him 1n a private Chamber, 
under Pretence of removing Melmedor thither 
for better Air. | e 422 
THE next Day the Report was ſpread 
that Hyemp/al was ſick, Vorolandes came im- 
mediately to viſit him, and Phyſicians are 
call'd, but, under Colour of the Prince's 
Indiſpoſition, the Chamber was kept ſo dark, 
that even his own Women could not diſcover 
the Cheat; and in two Days Merobanes's 
Son dying, it was believ'd by all Numidia 
that Hyempſal was dead. Nor was there Oc- 
caſion for the Queen to feign a Sorrow which 
ſhe did not feel; for, the apparent Hazard of 
her two eldeſt Sons, which ſhe did not ſee a+ 
ny Way to prevent, gave her ſufficient 
round for real Grief. Vorolandes inwardly 
rejoicing that Heaven (as he ſuppos'd) had 
taken the only Obſtacle, that was not in his 
Power, out ot his Way to the Throne, made 


great Preparation for a magnificent Funeral, 


but the Queen had taken Care to have the 
Corps put into the Coffin very quickly, under 
„ Pretence 
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Pretence that whilſt it was in a Condition to 
be ſeen, ſhe could not leave the Chamber, 
and ſo the Funeral was perform'd with great 
Solemnity, without the leaft Suſpicion of the 
innocent Deceie. les Re 

IN the mean Time, Merobanes giving ou 
that his Son was a little better, under Pre- 


| tence of the Country Air, remov'd with a 


{mall Part of his Family, to a Seat of his 


own about 20 Miles Diſtance from Cirta, 


where he left his Lady to take Care of the 


Prince, now no longer Hyempſal but Melme- 
lor, and return'd to comfort Lomirilla, and 
to contrive, if poſſible, a Way to fave the 
young King and his Brother. But all his 
Endeavours were in vain, for two Months 
were ſcarce paſt, after the ſuppos'd . Death 
of Hyempſal, when the Alarm was given in 
the Court, that the King and his Brother 
2 were found dead in their Beds. Voro- 
landes pretending to beſtir himſelf with more 
than ordinary Concern, call'd the Phyſicians 
to view the Bodies, made the Guards be 
doubled, order'd a Search to be made all o- 
ver the Palace for the Murderers. The Phy- 
ſicians ſeeing no Wound on either of them, 
but the Blood ſettled in their Faces, declar d 
that it was their Opinion, thawhey had been 
ſtifed with ſome Cloth or Pillow, which had 
been ſo cloſe put into their Mpuths, and 
ſtop'd all Paſſage for Reſpiration, that they 


\ 


could not make the leaſt Noiſe. Allghe Ser- 


vants 


* | | * 
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vants were call'd to appear, but one Rubeno 
à Groom of the young King's Chamber was 
miſſing; by which every one concluded that 
he had committed the Treaſon; and none 
made a greater Noiſe about apprehending him 
than Vorolandes, who ſent Orders to all the 
Paſſes of the Kingdom to let none go out of 
it, but ſuch as had his Paſs- port. 


1 


— 


LETTER XVII. 


7» HOULL MOLLACK, one of the Holy 
Miniſters of the Tomb of the great Pro- 
8 


Of Fornication. 


I HO wilt wonder, Holy Mollack, that 
I ſhould dare to invade thy Retire- 
ment ſo ſoon with another Letter ; but all 
the Excuſe I can make tor it is, that it is to 
give thee Intelligence of one Step towards 
our Religion made in this Country which 
was never attempted openly before, and as 
that takes, Ian be able to give a Gueſs at 
the future Sutceſs of the Alcoran. 5 
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 FORNICATION has been long practiſed 


in this Country, in Place of Plurality of 
Wives, and the Lords and great People have 


lived as avowedly with their Mfreſſes, as 


they are very properly called here, as any 
Muſſulman. And which is more, ſome La- 
dies of good Quality and Fortunes have as 
openly entertained their Gallants, and born 


Children to them; and ſome of thoſe Ladies 
have turned them off, when they had made 


them thin-chop'd, as they would do another 
Servant. And both theſe without anyImpata- 
tion of Diſhonour, in all Appearance ; for 
thoſe Ladies were as well received, at all 
publick Places, as any of the moſt virtuous of 
their Sex; and the Lords were welcome any 
where but to their Wives; as if the Reli- 
gion profeſſed here did countenance Poliga- 
my and Concubinage. | 

BUT ftill this was only not inquired into, 
and ſome were of Opinion that the Biſhops 
and Clergy might have puniſhed them, or if 
they could not; that they ſhould have ſhewed, 
at leaſt by an Attempt to proſecute them, 
that they did not approve of ſuch an open 


Violation of the Laws of Chriſtianity. 


BUT now, rejoice venerable Mollack / 
Fornication has appeared in full Splendor in 
this City of late, and a Vindication of it 
printed and publiſhed under no leſs a Name 
than that of a ;CLERGYMAN. It is true, 


that the Wretch who wrote it, and 1s ou 
0 
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of being known for the Author of it, has no 
more Pretence to holy Orders, than the ſim- 
ple Girls he makes 1: his Buſineſs to de- 
coy. But what then ? many may have Oc- 
caſion to ſee his Book, with that impudent 
Frontiſpiece, who may. never have an Oppor- 
tunity of knowing that he is a Layman; and 
ſo the Church may get a Stroke under the 
fifth Rib by this audactous Scoundrel, which 
may occaſion much Good to the preſent Ge- 
neration, by preparing them, as a Call from 
Heaven, to embrace the Truth of the Reli- 
gion of Mahomet. 

IHE worſt thing that attends this Per- 
formance is, that the Goat, as he calls him- 
ſelf in Greek, had not ſo much Knowledge of 
the Language as to ſpell his own Name with 
proper Letters, having-miſtaken twice a Ch 
for a K, which alters the Senſe much in that 
Language. And the whole Eſſay is ſuch a 
ſtupid Piece of Stuff, that I am not of Opi- 
nion that he will make one Proſelyte to his 
Doctrine. And there being nothing of Ar- 
gument in it, but a fulfome Declaration of 
his own having ſunk any little Reaſon he 
may ever have had, and abandoned himſelf 
to Luſt, both Man and Woman muſt deſpiſe 
the Beaſt, and leave him to be puniſhed by 
Ulcers and a fallen Noſe, which he ſeems to 
be in as fair a way of procuring in this City 
as any-where. Le 
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BUT what I would obſerve to thee, holy 
Mollacł, is, that we cannot chuſe but hope 
good Succeſs to our Alcoran from ſuch a pub- 
lick Attempt in a Chriſtian Country. And 
what Pity it was that Mr. Goat did not be- 
lieve the Reſurrection, that he might have 
introduced Whoring as the chief Ingredient 
of the Happineſs. of the next Life. But 
what he. has broached may be mended by 
ſome Fellow of better Senſe: And his Per. 
formance may ſet Nature at work, however 
ſtupidly he has treated Reaſon and Judg- 
ment. 2 I 

BUT whilſt I write this, I am informed 
that there is a Warrant from the Government 
to ſeize the Author. I am ſorry for it; but 
they could do no leſs. 


LETTER MW 
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LE T TER 2: 
SELIM at London, to MIRZA ar Iſpahan. 
Continuation of the Numidian Hiſtory. 


"HE Tyrant having thus far ſucceeded 
ph in his Villany, now diſdain'd the Title 
Regent or Protector; but being, as he 
thought, the only Male Branch of the royal 


Family, he did not look upon the Princets 


Roſalinda, as likely to be in a Condition to 
ſnatch the Crown from him. But as by the 
Laws of the Kingdom, a Female was not 
bar'd the Succeſſion, he had form'd a De- 
gn to marry her to his Son, and therefore, 
after the Queen had ſufficient Time, as he 
thought, to digeſt the untimely Fate of her 
Children, Vorolandes, not ſuſpecting that the 
had any Diſtruſt of him, pay'd her a Viſit, 


with an Intention to break the Matter to her. 


AFTER ſome very unwelcome Compli- 
ments, he told her, that altho” he was now 
King of Numidia, he had ſtill the ſame Re- 
ſpect for her that he had always profeſs d. 
Thar he had the Intereſt of her and her Daugh- 
ter ſo much at Heart, that to prevent any 
Misfortune to the Kingdom, by. any foreign 
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Alliance with an ambitious Prince, whoſe 
Friendſhip was incompatible with the Inte- 
reſt of the Kingdom, he had found out an 
Expedient to prevent any Inconvenience that 
might happen upon that Score, and he hop'd 
her Majeſty would be wiſer than to oppoſe it. 
Then he told her, that the only Way to ob- 
viate all the Miſchiefs which might threaten 
the State was, to marry the Princeſs Roſa- 
linda to his Son, which was the moſt honou- 
rable, reaſonable, and advantageous Match 
ſhe could think to procure for her. 

THE __ was not only inwardly fret- 
ted at the: Impudence of the Propoſal, but 
hated, as may well be ſuppos'd, the very 
Sight of the Butcher of her Children; yet 
being a Lady of conſummate Prudence, ſhe 
kept ſuch Guard over her Paſſions, that ſhe 
bewray d no Jealouſy of his treaſonable Prac- 
tices. All the Anſwer ſhe made him was, 
That the Matter he propos'd to her was of 
ſuch Conſequence, that it was not fit for her 
to undertake to determine any 'Thing in it 
of herſelf : For altho' ſhe was Mother to Ro- 
ſalinda, ſhe had no Right to diſpoſe of the 

een of Numidia. That it was the Buſt 
neſs of the States of the Kingdom to treat 
of a Marriage for their Queen, and they 


might juſtly blame her if ſhe ſhould prone! 


to marry her without their Conſent. Beſides, 
ſhe ſaid, That her Daughter was but a Child, 


as well as his Son; and as every one had a 
Right 
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Right to have their own Conſent ask'd, in an 
Affair of that Conſequence that — 
was, ſhe was of Opinion, it were better for 
both of them, to wait for ſome Years, that 
they might be capable of being conſulted, 
and their own Inclinations ſounded, before 
they enter'd under Obligations which might 
prove inconvenient or intolerable to one or 
other of them, and perhaps to both. 

ALTHO' Vorolandes could not but own 
that there was a great deal of Reaſon in what 
the ſaid, yet her inſiſting upon her Daugh- 
ter's Right to the Crown gall'd him beyond 
meaſure, However he ſeem'd to acquieſce in 


the Reaſons ſhe had given for the Delay, 


and took Leave of her in a very reſpectful 
Manner, But as he knew well how ſtrong a 
Party was in the Kingdom for the Princeſs's 
Right, and that if an Aſſembly of the States 
ſhould. be call'd, which Lomirilla had hinted, 
ſhe ſhould have all the old Nobility (who 
were a conſiderable Party) in her Intereſt ; 


he reſolv'd, ſince he had gone ſo far to ſecure 


the Crown to himſelf, he would not be put 
by it by a ſimple Girl. Yet being afraid of 
irritating the royal Party, he thought to 
frighten the Queen into the Match as the,” 
only Way to have his Pretenſions to the 
Crown made legittmate. But finding all 
Arts to no Purpoſe, to win the Queen over 
to his Deſign, he made falie Rumours to be 


ſpread, that the Queen was under-hand car- 
| ; rying 
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rying on an Intrigue of marrying her Daugh- 
ter to a Roman Senator, in order to bring 
the Kingdom under the Yoke of that People 
who had kept them ſo long in Subjection. 
Altho' there was no Foundation for the Story, 
yet by the Management of his Emiflaries, it 
was induſtriouſly ſpread about, and gave him 
a Handle to confine both the Mother and 
Daughter, under Pretence of preventing the 
Plot of the.one, and ſecuring the Perſon of 
the other; being reſolv'd either to force the 
Queen into his Meaſures, or to rid himſelf of 
her and her Daughter. Bat ſhe had'not been 
long in that Confinement, when the Rheto- 
rick of her 'Tears, and the ſweet Innocence 
of rhe Princeſs, had ſuch Iufluence upon Abo- 
firis, who had them under his Charge, that 
he was reſolv'd to periſh himſelf, or to free 
them from Captivity. To this End, one 
Evening as he came, according to Cuſtom, 
to receive the _— Orders, finding her 
all in Tears, he fell upon his Knees before 
her, and beg'd of her to comfort herſelf, with 
the Aſſurance of being ſoon deliver'd, by his 
Means, from Vorolandes's Power. Lomirilla 
ſeeing all the Marks of Sincerity in his Words 
and Behaviour, thank'd him for his kind 
Deſign, and encourag'd him to put it in Ex- 
ecution, by all the Aſſurances ſhe could give 
him of his being well rewarded by her Fa- 
ther, the King of Mauritania, it he could 
convey her and her Daughter thither. Bur, 
. becauſe 
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becauſe ſhe could not think of making the 
Journey by Land, for fear of falling into the 
Uſurper's Power, ſhe advis'd him to conſult 
with Merobanes about doing it by Sea, which 
Aboſiris agreeing to, the Queen wrote a Let- 
ter to Morobanes, which the generous Cap- 
tain took Care to deliver in the - moſt ſecret 
Manner, and having convers'd *together for 
ſome Time, Merobanes giving intire Credit 
to Aboſiris, undertook to ge a Frigate ready 
againſt ſuch a Set Time, deſiring Abo/iris to 
prepare every Thing for the Night fix d; 
which was ſo punctually perform'd, that 
Abofiris, with only two Soldiers whom he 
truſted, brought the Queen and Princeſs, and 
one of the Queen's Maids to the Shore, at 
the Time and Place agreed upon; where 
they found Merobanes with the Maſter of 
the Ship waiting their coming; and becauſe 

no Time was to be loſt, the Maſter's Pin- 
nace being at Shore, well man d, they all 
went aboard, where Merobanes taking Leave 


ol the Queen, who had often recommended 


to him her dear Hyempſal, came a-Shore in 
a Boat he had provided for himſelf, and the 
Ship weighing Anchor, ſoon left the Coaſt ot 
Numidia. What became of them afterwards 
Time will diſcover; but it is now fit to re- 
turn to Hyempſal. CC 


ws 
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LE 16:46 R -- KX 
SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
5 07 Truth. 
THE Engliſh are great Virtugſi in Pictures 


and Statues, and ſome of them under- 
ſtand them thoroughly well. Lou may ſee 
in the Houſes of People of Faſhion many 
capital Pictures, Originals, and in others 
tolerable good Copies from the greateſt 
Maſters. Meſt of theſe Pictures are naked, 
por aire no Offence, there being nothing of 
Eewdnefs expreſſed in moſt of them, except 
_— Jupiter or ſome of his Family are con- 
A > | 

THIS Taſte for naked Pictures produced 

an Adventure t other Day which is worth 
thy hearing. | bz 
A a Noble-man's Houſe, (where there 
is a fine Collection of the firſt-rate Pictures) 
as ſeveral of the firſt Quality were examining 


them with great Curioſity, and commending 


them according to their ſeveral Fancies, one 
Gentleman ſaid they were indeed fine Pict- 
ures, and choſen with great Judgment; but 
with all Deference to his Lordſhip's * 

= 


An. 
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he thought he had a Picture which did not 
come behind the beſt of his Collection. And 
pray, ſaid my Lord, where has this Picture 
lurk'd, that we have not heard that you had 
ſuch a famous Piece ? Indeed, faid the Gen- 
tleman, it is but very lately that I came to 
the Knowledge of it myſelt, for it had been 
concealed in the Corner of a Study, and co- 


ver'd with Rubbiſh for God knows how ma- 


ny Years, till very lately that I diſcovered 
it folded up within the Cover of a large Fo- 
lio Bible, which had not ſeen the Light in 
my Time. Having duſted the Book, and 
opened it, I found this Picture, which upon 
a ſtrict Examination I am perſuaded is an 
Original, and by the Greek Inſcription 1s 
very ancient. But that you may not take 
my Word tor it, let the Picture ſpeak for 
itſelf. At this he called his Servant, who 
brought him a long Box, in which was the 


Picture rolbd up. Aſſoon as it was opened, 


it ſhewed to be a Woman, not ſuch as a 
Venus or a Cleopatra repreſent, but rather a 
Matron-like Beauty, which ſtrikes an Awe, 
and commands Reſpe&t, at the ſame Time 
that it creates Love and Eſteem. The Eyes 
were fixed towards an Hieroglyphic in a 
Cloud, not with that ecſtatic Devotion with 


which they paint Adagdalens, but with a 


ſteady Compoſure, and pleaſant Aſpect, 
whilſt her Hand was putting back ſome rich 
Preſents which were preſented to her. * 
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her Head was a Glory, and without that, 
theſe Letters in Capitals, HTTMNH AAH- 
-GEIA, Naked Trab. 
ALL that were preſent looked very ear- 
neſtly at the Picture, and moſt of them agreed 
it was an Original, and without Doubt a 
Piece of great Antiquity, and yet the Co- 
louring my freſh. * But alter they had view'd 
it all round, my Lord told the Gentleman, 
that it was indeed @ valuable Piece for thoſe 
who ſtudied Antiquity, but it was not for the 
preſent Age. It would be called a Gothic 
Taſte, and would give the World a wrong 
Turn. He therefore adviſed him to put his 
Picture in his Bible again, and lay them both 
in ſome ſafe Place in his Study from publick 
View; for as few of the Moderns cared for 
Greek Inſcriptions, eſpecially upon Pictures, 
perhaps it might be innuendo'd into ſome dan- 
gerous Deſign againſt the Act of Toleration, 
or the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
Beſides it was very indecent to have TRUTH 
NAKED, for if ſome of the Great People 
ſpould fall in Love with her, who knows what 
might enſue - As for his Part, he would not 
for a great deal of Money have ſuch a Picture 
in bis Collection, for ſome Reaſons which he 
did not care to give. Only in general he 
thought, Truth ought to be VEIL'D at leaſt, 
for NAKED TRUTH was quite out 
Faſhion, and whoever would attempt to bring 
ber in Vogue, muſt expect to have a World of 
| Enemies 
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at, Euemies upon his Back. So the Gentleman 
H- rolled up his Picture, and put it in the Box; 
but it was obſervable, that ſeveral of the 
ar- Ladies ſeemed to admire it, and thought it 
ed a Pity that there was not one of them in 
A every Houſe of Quality in England. 
vd | 
an, — — — — 
ofe | | 
he | EY 
- L'E'T'FE R XN 
= SELIM at London, 20 MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
75 The Numidian Hifory continu d. 

5 c 
es, EROBANES having conveyed Hyemp- 
n- M ſal, as was ſaid, to his Comtery-liouls: bo 
MN, under Pretence of the Recovery of his 
* Health, by the Name of Melmedor, kept 
'H him there tor two or three Years, dividing his 
le - own Time between Cirta and that Houſe, 
"ay that there might be no Umbrage taken of 
10 his true Birth; and when, by the Change 
we 1 which one or two Years makes upon Children 


of the Age of fix or ſeven, he was out of 
Danger 1 being known, he brought him to 
Cirta, to be there educated as was ſuitable 
to his ſuppoſed Quality. 8 
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HIS tender Age, at the Time when A 
robanes got the Charge of him, hinder'd him 


from knowing who he was; and as he be- 
lieved himſelf to be Melmedor, he was as 


ſubject to Merobanes, as it he had been in- 


deed his Son, and as affectionate to Mader- 
bal, the other Son of Merobanes, as if he 


had truly been his Brother. But ſuch a Spi- 
rit ſoon appear d, even in Childhood, in the 


counterfeit Melmedor, as outſhin'd not only 
Maderbal, but all the young Nobility with 
whom he converfed. So that Merobanes, A- 
dromedal, and Beruthan (who were the only 
Perſons, except Merobanes's Lady, that were 
privy to his Birth) admired the Virtues of 
Hiarbes and Lomirilla in this their Son. 
For, he not only exceeded all the Nobility 
of his own Age, in Quickneſs of Wit, and 
in Capacity of imbibing the firſt Elements 
of Learning of all Kinds; but he was ani- 
mated by ſuch an heroick Spirit, that his 


very Air, Gate, and Behaviour, in his childiſh 


Sports, added a Grace to all his Actions, 
which begot a Love and Reſpect not only 
among the Children of his own Years, but 


was the Admiration of thoſe of maturer 


ge. 5 
ROB ANE G took Care to get Maſters 


for him, capable of inſtructing him in all 


that was fit for a Prince to know; and he 
who was principally truſted with his Educa- 
tion, was a Perſon of approved Probity, = 
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well acquainted with polite Learning, but 
more eſpecially vers'd in the Laws of Nu- 
midia, which he well judged was the moſt _ 

neceſſary Part of Education'for a Prince to 
be acquainted with, who he hoped was one 
Day to be his King. That Gentleman took 
all the Pains imaginable to form his young 
Mind to Virtne, and his Body to Labour, 
which he himſelf ſeemed inclined to: And 
Merobanes, to ſecond the good Inſtructions 
of his Governor, uſed to hear the young 
Melmedor rehearſe one of Aſop's Fables, 
(which his Tutor had made him read in the 
Morning) and give the Moral of it, as his 
Governor had taught him. But it happen d 
one Day that Merobanes defired to know 
the Moral of the Fable he had read, at a 
Time when the young Gentleman's Head 
was employed upon ſomething elſe : Mel- 
medor was at firſt ſurpriſed at the Queſtion, 
and bluſh'd, but, finding that his Governor 
did not offer to help him out, he quickly re- 
cover'd himſelf, and made a Moral out of 
his own Head, not unworthy of a Perſon of 
r1perYears, for he was at this time but ſeven 
Years old. af 3 : 
BUT Merobanes being willing to give his 
active Spirit room to exert itſelf, and like- 
wiſe to give him Exerciſe, allowed him to 
frequent the Company of other Boys of noble 
Birth, of which there was a great Number 
in Cirta, that being the Metropolis of the 
M 2 Kingdom. 
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l Kingdom. But ſuch was the. Superiority of 
itt Melmedor's Genius, over all the others, that 
ot altho' there were many of them who thought 
[|| © themſelyes of as good Quality, and really 
ill were more advanced in Years, yet they una- 
it nimouſly choſe Melmedor for their King, to 
! govern all their Sports and Games, and to 
I be Umpire in all their childiſh Debates: 
| Which Character he maintained with ſuch a 
it ſurpriſing Majeſty, and becoming Dignity, 
as made Merobanes, and his two Friends 
(who often talked of the Stories they heard 
aof him every Day) believe, that Princes 
have ſomething of Divine born with them, 
if ſome accidental or acquired Alloy does 
not ſtop the Growth of it. 3 
. SOMETIMES he would act the Part of 
a General, and have his little Army drawn 
up in Order of Battle: At other times he 
would have a Throne erected, whereon he 
+ fat with great Majeſty, to receive ſome of 
his Fellow-boys, who perſonated Ambaſſa- 
| dors from other Kings: And ſometimes he 
| would fit in Judgment, and having heard 
Fl 1 the Complaints of ſuch as were injured, gave 
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ö bf Sentence againſt Delinquents with great Au- 
! | thority. . 1 
Mt TT happen'd, one Day, as a Boy (whom 
„ | * K 
1-790 he had ſentenced to be chaſtiſed, for ſome 
1 
| | 


Wrong done to another) was ſuffering the 
Puniſhment, that Vorolandes paſſed by, from 
hunting. He ſtop'd to ask why they * 
| : that 
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that Boy? Upon this Demand, Hyempſa 
ing fornh, 1 anſwer' d, Beate 
have commanded it. And who are you, 
my Child ? ſaid Vorolandes. A King, replied 
he. And who made you a King? faid Voro- 
landes. Not Ujurpation but Right, anſwer'd 
Hyempſal. And how do you maintain that 
Right? ſaid Vorolandes. By my Sword, and 
my Soldiers, ſaid the other. And who are 
your Soldiers? ſaid Vorolandes. Theſe you 
ſee with me, replied Hyempſal. That Arm, 
my Child, ſaid Vorolandes ſmiling, is too 
weak to wield a Sword, and thoſe Soldiers 
too few to ſupport a Throne. My Enemies 
fall find them ftrong enough, anſwered Hy 
empſal, whenever they cffer to invade” me. 
Who Son is this ſprighly Boy? ſaid Voro- 
landes to thoſe about him; and being told 
he was Merobanes's, this Boy, ſaid he, has 
a Geniys far above his Years, and a Spirit 
too great Yor the Son of Merobanes. — 

HIS Converſat ion coming to Morobaness 
Ears, he could not look upon the Words of 
Hyempſal (in which he had, unknown to him- 
ſelf, tar d Vorolandes of Uſurpation, and 
threaten'd him as an Enemy) to be any other 
than a prophetic Rapture, or dictated as the 
O-acles are ſaid to be. Bur, on the other 
hand, conſidering upon how weak Grounds 
guilty Conſciences take the Alarm, and that 
the ſame Words, which are ſcarcely taken 
notice of by common Ears, roar like Thun- 
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der in the Bowels of the guilty, he was un- 
der ſome Apprehenſion, that the extraordi- 
nary Spirit which Vorolandes had taken no- 
tice of, might prompt him to examine more 
narrowly into the State of the Child : Fo 
prevent which, he reſolved to put him out 
of the Uſurper's Power. Having therefore 
ou out, that he deſigned to ſend his two 
ns into Greece, for thew Education, he 
conveyed them ſecretly into Mauritania, 
where having ſhewed the King the Writing 
he had received from n Lomirilla, he 
delivered Hyempſal into his Grandfather's 


Hands, but deſired his Birth and Quality 


might be kept a Secret, till the King's Al- 


fairs, and the Circumſtances of Hyempſal's 


Friends at home, might make it proper to 


_ divulge them. Merobanes there'ore, leaving 


Hyempſal, and his Son Maderbal, with Fuba, 


but under borrowed Names, not material to 
mention, returned to Namidia, waiting for 
a lucky Opportunity to raiſe the Prince to 


his Father's Throne. 

IN the mean time, Vorolandes, under Pre- 
tence of Fear of an Invaſion from Maurita- 
nia, or ſome other Kingdom, at the Solici- 
tation of Lomirilla and her Daughter Roſa- 
linda, who, as he alledged, were privately 
entertained by ſome neighbouring King, 
faltho* indeed her Father knew not where 
they were, and moſt People in Numidia be- 


heved they had followed the Fate of Meſa- 


Nes 


Pre- 
rita- 
Mick 
Koſa- 
ately 


ding, 


here 
be- 
leſas 

mes 


Country, that they i 
becauſe they could not help it. 
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nes and Fuba.) Upon this Pretence, I fay, 
Vorolandes kept up a ſtanding Army, and 
kept the Fleet in Pay, without having any 
thing to do with them, that any one could 
find out, for they were no Protection to 


Trade; and Vorolandes not daring to fall out 


with any of his Neighbours, leſt if he were 
engaged in a War, he ſhould find a Party at 


home too ſtrong for him to contend with, 


ſuffer d his Subjects to be inſulted and pil- 
laged, in the Sight of his Ships of War: 
And knowing that Merobanes would rather 
forfeit his Life than ſuffer ſuch Affronts, ak 
tho” he did not turn him out of his Office of 
Admiral, yet he turned the Fleet into Squa- 
drons, and employed Under-admirals to 
command them, who minded more VYorolan- 
des's Favour than-their own Honour, or the 
Intereſt of the Country: So that the keeping 


up great Forces, by Sea and Land, in a Time 


of profound Peace, was the Occaſion of great 
Murmuring thro the whole Kingdom; for 
this obliged him to burden the Nation with 
heavy Taxes, and to do other Acts of arbi- 


trary Power, which a lawtul King would 
have neither had Inclination nor Reaſon for 


doing. But the. _ ſo over-aw'd the 
ured the Oppreſſion, 
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SELIM at London, ro MIRA at Iſpahan. 
Of Charity. 
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AM credibly informed, that there is a 

conſiderable Sum of Money gather'd eve- 
ry Year in this great City, for charitable 
Uſes; and if it were prudently beſtowed, it 
would be ſufficient to maintain all the real 
Objects of Charity who ought to be reliev'd ; 
and ſuch as are able to work, but refuſe to 
labour out of Idleneſs or Lazineſs, ought to 
be fent to Houſes of Correction, and oblig'd 
to help to maintain others, whoſe Want of 
Health or Age renders them incapable of 
Labour. 5 2 
— BUT I have been told that there are great 
Complaints of the Collectors of this Charity 
Money, as People who eat and drink a 
et Part of the Money they collect, in 


Dinners and Collations, at a Tavern, where 
they meet upon every trifling Occaſion, to 
ſpend three or four Crowns, perhaps Pounds, 
of the Charity- Money, upon their own Car- 
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BUT the moſt extravagant Piece of Cha- 
rity here, is their encouraging a Shoal of 
German Beggars, who ſtrole np and down the 
Streets in Cluſters. | ; 

I was the other Day in ſeveral Streets with 
a Friend, and in leſs than an Hour we ſaw 
three different Gangs of ſuch Vermine, who 
daily land, and are encouraged to infeſt the 
Country. And which would make me like 
them the worſe, their Manner of begging is 
wich the hypocritical Grimace of Religion; 
for they crowd up People's Doors, chanting 
Palms and Hymns along the Streets, which 
they call Devotion. | 285 

IF there were any Reaſon to believe, that 


| ſuch Raſcals had any Religion, I queſtion 


whether many Houſes, who now give them 
Money, would ſpare one Penny to them; but 
as their Street- ſinging is a Banter upon Reli- 
gion, and mimicking the Ballad-ſinging, 
EN with more Decency in the Streets, 

y the Engliſh, I doubt not but many People 
hire them to carry on the Farce, to give them 
a new Handle to ridicule all Religion. 

- JUST fo the Englifþ were prodigiouſſy 


fond of the French Refugees, and afterwards 
. of the Palatines ; and they were all, in for- 


mer Reigns, extremely carcſs'd as moſt de- 
vout Confeſſors for what is abuſively called 
the Proteſtant Religion. But the Church of 
England had little Reaſon to rejoice in ſuch 


Buttreſſes, and indeed great Numbers of 
| them 


—— 
at = 


—— 


- 
* 
3 
— 


pe . 2 8 — N — 
— * 8 — 3 
— > "S W-7 
__ 2 8 
—— 


— 


WE a - 
 —_—y 
—_—— — — ” 
> >» d 
. * _ — — 
* » I - — * 
3 — . 
= — — one On 
a = 
4 - * , 


get tich a great deal ſooner than the Engliſh, 


Ballad-mongers are to ſtrengthen theEzgliſh 


more afraid of Georgia's 8 up the 
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them were Papiſts, and left their own dear 
Country, becauſe: they could not live com- 
fortably in it. And when by the Indulgence 
of the Engl/þ+ they had learned ſeveral of 
their Manufactures, they went back again, 
to let their own Country People into the Se- 
cret, which they now underſtand as well as 
the Engliſh, to the great Advance of the 
Trade of this Country. And the Foreigners 
who live here, and have got into Trade, muſt 


with the ſame Proportion of Cuftom, becauſe - 
they can. live, at a moderate Compuration, 
one third cheaper than the Exgli/h, and con- 
ſequently may underſell them in their own 
Markets. 


WE are told that our preſent religious 


Intereſt in the South Parts of Carolina if 1 
had any Intereſt in that Country, I ſhould be 


Country of Carolina, than being of any Ad- 
vantage to it; for I know no Attachment a 
Set of Foreigners can have to England, who 
have not an Inch of Land in it. But the 
Engliſh-ate wondrous hoſpitable. 


* 
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as | 
boa Continuation of the Numidian Hiſtory. 

= HILST Varklandes thus acted the 
fo : Tyrant in Numidia, Hyempſal being 


now arriv'd to 17.Years of Age, Merobanes 
thinking it Time to diſcover to him his true 
Quality, took another Journey to Juba's 
Court; whete he reveal'd to him the Secret 
before his Grandfather, who own'd his Daugh- 
ter's hand-writing, and embrac'd Hyempſal 


71 as his Grandſon. f | 

5 HIS great Heart made him form Deſigns 
Da of recovering his Kingdom, but finding no 
* Inclination in his Grandfather to invade Nu- 
Sa. midia (at leaſt not at that Time) by Reaſon 
5 of ſome other Intereſts he had in view, which 
5 he ſaid made it impracticable for him; he 


would ſtay no longer in Mauritania, but re- 
ſolv d to travel into Europe, where he might 
have an Opportunity, both of acquainting 
himſelf with the Cuſtoms and Manners of 
foreign Countries, and of learning the Art 
of War. Having therefore communicated 


his Thoughts to Meralanes, and likewiſe de- 
fired 


L %. 
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all Things neceſſary for their Voyage being 


firſt for Sardinia; but having no Inclination 


that Courage which was natural to him. Io 
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fired that he would allow him to take his 
dear Brother Maderbal with him; Merobam: 
having heard from his Prince the whole 
Plan he had laid down, he went to the King, 
and ſoon obtain'd his Conſent to it: So that 


quickly got ready, Merobanes accompany' 
them to the Sea Shore, where they ſhip'd 


to that Court, they made but a ſhort Stay, 
Hyempſal being eager to go to ſome Place 
where he might have Occaſion to exercise 


this End they went to Sicily, where they ſoon 
diſtiaguiſh'd themſelves by their Valour ; Ma- 
derbal ſtriving to follow the noble Example 
his Prince gave him, and having no other 
Fear, but that Hyemp/al's Ardour for . mar- 
tial Exploits, might too much hazard a Li 
of ſo great Importance, follow'd him thro 
all Dangers where he could not keep him 
back, to help to preſerve what was'ſo dear 
to him. E IEG 
BUT as Juſtice was as much priz d by H- 
empſal as Love of Glory, and that he judgd 
well, that true Glory was inſeparable from | 
Juſtice, and that Victory in an unjuſt Quar- 
rel was but Oppreſſion; as ſoon as he came 
to underſtand that the Side he had engag d 
in had not a good and juſt Foundation . 
Wer, he would no longer ſup- 

as the Civilities he had re. 
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ceiv'd from the Chiefs of the Army were 
extraordinary, he thought he could not in Ho- 
nour fight againſt them ; he therefore with- 
drew out of Sicily, intending to ſee that once 
ſo famous Miſtreſs: of the World, and then 
to make the Tour of Greece. | 
- WHILST they were in Sicily, Vorolandes 
having an Affair to tranſact in Lu/ttania, 
which requir'd Courage and good Senſe, and 
knowing no-body fitter for ſuch an Embaſly 
than Merobanes, it being a Matter in which 
the good of Numidia was concern'd, more 
than the particular Intereſt of the Uſurper, 
he gave him a Commiſſion to fail thither, 
with four Ships of the Fleet. Mferobanes ex- 
ecuted the Commiſſion, like a Man who had 
the Intereſt of his Country at Heart, and 
having put a Period to it, according to his 
Wiſh, in his Return Home, he had ſcarcely 


paſt the Streights, which take their Name 


from Hercules, when he was ſet upon by ſix 
light Veſſels. As ſoon as he perceiv'd that 
they bore down upon him, he order'd moſt 
of his Men to conceal themſelves under 
Hatches, and not to appear till he gave the 
Signal by the Sound of his Trumpets. The 
Pirates (for ſuch they were) ſeeing fo ſmall a 
Number of Men appear upon Deck, very con- 
fidently attack'd them, and the Captain him- 
ſelt made up to Merobanes's Ship, which 
making no Shew of - Reſiſtance, he thought 
to board her; but as _ as the Pirate came 

| 3 
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up ſo as to grapple with her, the Trumpets 
founding by the Admiral's Order, his Men 
m an Inſtant appear'd with their Arms in 
their Hands, and whilſt the Pirate prepar'd 
to-board Merobanes, he prevented him by 
leaping into his Ship, and being bravely ſe. 
conded by his Men, made ſuch Havock of W 
the Pirates upon their own Deck, that their 
Captain being knock'd down, they threy 
down their Arms and beg'd for Mercy. 'The 
other Ships ſeeing their Captain's Ship taken, 
and not being able to give him Aſſiſtance, 
being ſo hotly engag'd by the other three 
Numidian Ships, after a ſhort Skirmiſh be- 
took themſelves to Flight, and being lighter 
Veſſels than the Numidians they eſcap d. 
MEROBANEYS having brought the Cap- 
tain aboard his own Ship, diſtributed the reit | 
of the Pirate's Crew among the other three 
Ships, and gave Order to ſearch the Pirates 
Ship; which being done, they brought him 
an Account that they had found a Priſoner in 
Chains. Merobanes having brought the Cap- 
rain of the Pirate, (who was recover'd of the 
Blow he had receiv'd with a Boat-hook) into 
his Cabin, ask'd him who he was, and to 
what Country he belong'd ? the Captain told 
him his Name was Gomeliftes, that he was 1 
Gentlemen of Sardinia, who by Misfortunes 
and ill Uſage, had been oblig'd to leave his 
Country, and had, for ſome Time, rov'd 
along the Mediterranean, making Prize ti all 
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Ships which came in his Way, and that he 
ſupported himſelt and the People under his 
Command by making Merchandiſe of the 
Goods he found aboard his Prizes, and by 
ſelling the Men for Slaves. Merobanes ask d 
him, who the Perſon was whom his Man had 


W found in Chains in his Ship? Gomeliſtes re- 


ply'd, he knew no more of him than his 
having been taken in a Ship bound from Si- 


Wil; to Mauritania, and when he found that 


he deſign'd to ſell him in Numidia, he had 
offer d a very great Ranſom to be carried to 
Hareſgol in Mauritania, where he had Cre- 


t be- 
fore him, with a Deſign to ſet him at Liberty 


vithout Ranſom : But how was he ſurpris'd, 


when in the Perſon of this Prifoner, he found: - 
Rubeno, the Groom of the Prince's Cham- 
ber, who had diſappeared that very Morn- 
ing that Meſanes and Fuba had been found 
dead in their Beds; he had often ſeen him 
about them, and knew him at firſt Sight. 
Nor was Rubeno leſs thunder-ſtruck- at the 
Sight of Merobanes, whom he knew to have 
been always well diſpos'd to the royal Fa- 
mily. His Confuſion confirm'd Aerobanes 
in his former Opinion of his Guilt ; but as 
he was a Man of great Prudence he ſaid no- 
thing to Rubeno, but calling his Lieutenant, 
1 | N 2 bid 


136 LETTERS from 


bid him take Care of that Priſoner, and let 
no-body converſe with him till farther Or- 
ders. | 1 
AS ſoon as he had given this Order, he as 
turn'd to Gomeliftes, to whom he ſpoke after . 
the following Manner. Gomeliftes, altho' re 
„ can not approve of your Way of Life, d 
© which I muſt tell you is beneath a Gentle- W 
man, and a Man of Honour, as you ſay hi 
© you are, and as you ſeem to be; yet ſince I II 
the Gods have made you the Inſtrument ol 
< to deliver this Priſoner into my Hands, 1 1: 
give you your Liberty, with your Shipand ti 
© all your Men; but upon this Condition it 
© which if you are indeed a Man of Honcur h 
you will not violate) viz. that whilſt you f 
« find it neceſſary to continue in this Way of h. 
© Life you will not hurt a Numidiqn. If you K 
© are a Gentleman, you will not only make hi 
5 this Promiſe to Merobanes, Admiral of Na- 1 A 
© midia, but you will think yourſelf oblig'd b, 


© to make it good, for the Freedom he now 7 
gives you. My Lord, reply d Gomeliftes, fe 
© the Favour I now receive of my Liberty, fo i] 


© unexpectedly at your Hands, deſerves to be | 
repaid by every Thing that is in my Power; t 
„And I give you my Word and Honour, I. 
© which it I were better known to you, you 7 
© would find I have greater Regard to than 1 
* might be thought in a Man of my Profeſ- h 
© ſion, that I ſhall not only inviolably per- > 
form the Condition you impoſe upon . 4 
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© but ſhall labour with my utmoſt Diligence 
© to let my Lord Merobanes ſee that I am ca- 
* pable of reſenting an Obligation. As ſoon 
as the Pirate had ſpoken theſe Words, Mero- 
banes gave Orders to clear his Ship, and to 
releaſe all his Men, which being done accor- 
dingly, Gomeliftes gave the Admiral a Box 
which he had taken from Rubeno, telling 
him, that ſince he ſeem'd to have ſo much 
Intereſt in that Priſoner, he thought himſelt 
oblig'd to give him every Thing which be- 
long'd to him, as a ſmall Token of his Gra- 
titude for his own Liberty; aſſuring him that 


it had never been touch'd ſince it came into 


his Hands. Merobanes thank'd Gomeliſtes 
ſor that Preſent; and told him, That per- 
haps Fame might afterwards bring to his 
Knowledge the Story of the Priſoner which 
he was not at Liberty to tell him at preſent. 
After this, Gomeliſtes taking Leave ot Mero- 
banes, with all the Expreſſions ot Eſteem and. 
Gratitude, Merobanes holding on his Courſe 
for the Coaſt of Numidia, arriv'd there in a. 
ſhort Time. 3 
As ſoon as the Ships had caſt Anchor in 
the Bay, Merobanes went a- ſnore, leaving pri- 


vate Inſtructions with his Lieutenant to bring 


Rubeno to his Houſe, in the Night, which 
was accordingly perform d. And Merobanes. 
having given an Account to Vorolandes of his 
Negotiation in Luſitania, ſent Letters to A. 
dromedal and Beruthan, to be at his Houſe. 
N 3. in 
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in the Evening; who, as ſoon as it began to 


be duskiſh, went thither, and, after a ſhort 


Congratulation of his ſaſe Return, Merobanes 
gave them to underſtand by what good Pro- 
vidence Rubeno had fallen into his Hands, 


and having order'd the Box to be brought, 
and made open in their Preſence, they found 


in it Vorolandes's Paſs-port dated the very 
Night in which the Princes were murder'd, 


together with Bills for more conſiderable 


Sums than Rubeno could have been ſuppos'd 
to have been worth. . 
IHE Night was not for advanced, when 
the Lieutenant arriv'd with his Priſoner, who, 
by the Order Merobanes had taken, was 
brought a back Way to the Cloſet. where: 
they were, The Villain was fo ſtruck with 
the Senſe of his own Guilt, and the Sight of 


MMerobanes, Adromedal and Beruthan, that, 


any one might eaſily ſee, both in his Looks 
and Words, plain Indications of his Trealon. 
At firſt he would have deny'd. the Fact, but 
when he ſaw that they had the Paſs-port in 
their Hands, and that they threaten d him 
with Torture, unleſs he reveal'd the whole 
Matter, he, at laſt, conſeſ' d, That being 
dazled with the rich Reward which Vorolan- 


des had offer d, and afterwards gave him, 
he had conſented to the Parricide, and had 


fifled the two innocent Princes, whilſt they 
were aſleep in their different Apartments, to 


which he, by his Office, had acceſs at all 


Hours 
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Hours. That after he had perform'd that 
helliſn Parricide, having receiv'd the Paſs- 
port the Evening before, and hir'd a Ship, by 
Means of a truſty Servant of Vorolandes s, he: 
embark'd, and went for Sicily, between which 
and Mauritania he had traded ever ſince, 
for large Sums, by the Liberality of Vorolan- 
des; meeting with no Interrupt ion in his Af- 
fairs, to put him in Mind of his Guilt, till 
about eight Days ago, that he fell into the 
Hands ot Gomeliſtes, and then, by the juſt 
Judgment of Heaven, into thoſe of Meroba- 


nes, to ſuffer the Puniſhment due to his Crime. 
AFTER this Confeſſion which he gave 


firſt by Word ot Mouth, and then under his 


Hand, Merobanes ſhut him up in a Vault to 


be reſerv'd to give Evidence to Vorolandess 


Treaſon; and the three Friends having far- } 
ther conſulted what was to be done; it was 


agreed that each of them ſhould ſpeak to as 
many of the old Nobility, as they knew 
faithful to the Remains of the royal Family, 


and having told them the preſent Poſture of 
Affairs, to deſire a general Meeting at Mero- 


banes's Houſe. | | 
ACCORDINGLY, ſome Nights after, 
Adromedal and Beruthan, with about twenty. 
of the Firſt Families ot Numidia, met at Me 
robanes's ; where after a ſhort Speech, ſetting 
forth the Tyranny and Oppreſſion ot the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration, by which Numidia, once 
ſo flonriſhing a Kingdom under their awful 
1 Monarchs, 
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Monarchs, was like to' be reduced to Beg- 
gary, and conſequently to Slavery by a baſe 
Uſurper, who had murder'd the Sons of the 
ewe Hiarbes, to whom he had been made 
Zuardian, Merotanes ſaid he had deſir'd this 
Meeting to give them what he thought Proot 
ſufficient, which he would now convince them 
of; and ſo after he had ſhew'd them Rabeno's 
Confeſſion, and Verolandes's Paſs, he order'd 
the Priſoner to be brought before them, who 
being known to every one of them, confirm'd 
the former Confeſſion by repeating it again, 
and anſwering to ſuch Queſtions, as any ot the 
Lords thought fit to put to him, and thereby 
fully conyinced them all of the Truth of the 
Fact, of which they had entertain'd juſt Suſ- 
picion before. 2 2 
. RUBENO being remitted to his Priſon, 
Merobanes proceeded to tell them, that there 
was no Proſpect of having Juſtice done upon 
Vorolandes, in the common Courſe of Law, 
there was a Neceſſity of arming in order to 
force him to a Trial; and to animate them 
the more to betake themſelves to Arms, he 
had another Secret to reveal to. them, upon 
their Honour not to diſcloſe it, till they 
ſhould have an Army to ſuppott the Di:co- 
very. The Lords preſent having all promis'd,, 
upon their Honour, to keep it ſecret, Mero- 
banes diſcover'd to them, the Change of 
Hyempſal for his Son Melmedor, and having 
ſhew'd them the Deed of "Truſt, under the 
ep Queen's 
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Queen's Hand and Seal, witneſs'd by Adro- 
medal and Beruthan, who confirm'd the 
Truth of it, he farther ſhew'd them Letters, 
which he had receiv'd at ſeveral times from 
the Prince, who he ſaid was then in Sicily. 
THE Lords were much ſurpriz'd at this 
Diſcovery, but being ſatisfy'd of the Honour 
and Integrity of Merobanes, Adromedal and 
Beruthan, and many of them knowing the 
Queen's hand-writing, they expreſs'd their 
{oy for the Preſervation of one of Hiarbes's 
ns, and their Deteſtation for the Traitor, 
who had murder'd the others: And, at Me- 
robanes's Deſire, gave their ſeyeral Opinions 
concerning the Meaſures to be taken to. bring 
him to Juitice. . They all agreed, that it was 
to be done by Force of Arms; but ſome were 
of Opinion, that there was a Neceſſity of a 
foreign Force, becauſe of the ſtanding Army 
which Vorolandes had at his Command. But 
to that Adromedal anſwer'd, That they could 
not expect Aſſiſtance from any foreign State, 
expect from Mauritania, and that King was | 
too much involv'd by his own Affairs, to ſenck 
any Army to them; beſides that Vorolaudes | 
would take the Alarm at Juba's raiſing 
Troops, which might make him take ſuch 
Meaſures at Home, as might put it out of 
their Power to bring their Forces together, 
whilſt he would be daily augmenting his. 
Several of the Lords gave their Opinions; 
but at laſt the Majority (to whom the others 
| came 
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came over) were for arming ſecretly, without 


expecting any foreign Force, and ſo a cer- 
tain Day was fix d for the Rendeſvous, about 
twenty Miles diſtant from Cirta. And hav- 
ing appointed Berut han, as a Perſon beſt aC- 
zuainted with the Laws, to have a Man- 
feſto ready againſt that Time, and Mero- 
banes and Adromedal to command the Fleet 
and Army, they difpers'd to make the ne- 
ceſſary Preparations for their bringing Voro- 


landes to Juſtice. 


LETTER XXIV... 
SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
Of King CuanLes I. 


þ TOLD thee, my dear Mirza, that I had 


Changed my Qpinion with regard to the 


STUART Family, and I gave my Reaſons 


for it. I have fince read Lord Clarendez's 


liſtory of tho Reign of that Prince, whom 
the Whigs muſt have thought the worſt of 


that Race, becauſe they took off his Head. 

And this Hiſtory was written by one whom 

thoſe very Whigs have the greater Regard: 

for, as having been the ſtricteſt Aſſerter and 

greateſt Stickler for Liberty; a Man whoſe 

Veragity a 7 of all People nevef have ob- 
whoſe Ability, and Opportu-. 
| nit les 
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nities of knowing what he wrote, no- body 
ever doubted ; for he was about that King, 
and truſted by him, had Acceſs to all the 
Papers neceſſary for compiling the Hiſtory 
of thoſe Times, and altho' his Hiſtory was 
not publiſhed till 14 or 15 Years after the 
Revolution, the original Manuſcript is ſtill 
to be ſeen in his own Hand-writing. Nor 
does it differ in the Facts from any Hiſtory 
of thoſe Times before the Revolution, unleſs 
ſome ſcandalous Pamphlets, which ſpit the 
Venom of the Party, may be called Hiſto- 
ries. 

_ THIS Author, who was not, in the latter 
Part of his Lite, over-much obliged to the 
Stuart Family, wrote a Hiſtory of the Rebel 
lion againſt King Charles I. and the Exile of 
King Charles II. with the preceding Cauſes of 
the Rebellion, Sc. In this Hiſtory he is far - 
from diſguiſing any thing which might be 
called a Fault in King Charles I. But after 
all, he ſhews, not only in his Character of 
him, but in the whole Hiſtory, that he was 
a Man of the ffricteſt Piety, the moſt exat# 
Fuſtice, mags, e even to a Fault, and con- 
deſcending to his own Ruin. Thou wilt won- 


der, how ſuch a one ſhould be taxed with. 
Tyranny and arbitrary Power. But the Caſe 
is very plain. They were the factious Re- 
bels, who had a Plot to deſtroy him, that | 
publiſhed ſcandaJons Pamphlets, to poiſon 
the Minds of the People againſt his Gos 

_ vernment» 
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vernment. They repreſented him in their 
Conventicle Preachments, as being in Con- 
cert with the Biſhop of Rome, to ſubject his 
Crown to his Authority : But this was only 
a Trap laid for weak People, who were 
frighten'd out of their Wits at Popery, with- 
out knowing what it was. For the very Peo- 
le who ſpread this Report, to ſerve another 


Deſign againſt the Muſti, who was in Dif- 


grace with the Party, pretended that one of 
the beſt Books againit Popery that fever was 
written, was compoſed by that High-prieit, 
againſt his Will, by the King's Command. 
Thus did thoſe deſigning Men contradict 
themſelves in their Accounts of that excel- 
lent Prince, but every Lye they told of him 
lafted its Time, and produced the Effect 
they meant it ſhould ; and no Matter for the 
claſhing of one Story with another, they 
were contrived at different 'Times, and 
ſerved their End, which was to blacken the 
King and his Friends. 
BI the ſame Logic that they made him a 
Papiſt, they prov'd him a bloody Tyrant too, 
and when by their own Villany they- had 
rais'd War and arm'd his own Militia a- 
gainſt him, they laid all the Blood ſhed in 
the Civil War to his Charge, when all ſo- 
ber Men whether Engliſp or Strangers, cry'd 
ſhame on them for their Impudence, and 
were ſorry that the King's Abhorence of 
Blood, eſpecially the Blood of his _— 
a 


| 
( 
J 
| 
| 
| 


PERSIAN in Losex. 145 


had hindered him fo long from calling thoſe 
Miſcreants to Account before they came to 
ſuch a Head. The noble Hiſtorian gives it 
as a. Part of his Character, that he never did 
an Ali of Injaſtice in his Life if it was nat 
firſt diſguis'd to him, and by ſuch whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it was to know it. And if their 
ſhewing ſome Things to him, in a falſe 
Light, (which yet, /b judice lis eff.) made 
him do what was afterwards cenſur'd, by 


none of the beſt of Parliaments, as Eucroach- 


ments upon the Liberty of the People, he 
ſhew'd himſelf ready to paſs from them, and 
to make Reparation to ſuch as were injur d 
by all Ways that in Juſtice or Decency 
could be deſir'd. 2 . 
BUT the Truth of the whole Affair was 
this. There was a Party, who firſt appear d 
in Queen Eligabeth's Time, under the Name 
of Puritans, who being made up of ſuch 
who having fled from the Fire and Faggot 
of Queen Mary's Reign, had learn'd Repub- 
licau Principles both in Church and State, 
in Holland, Ceneva, and Frankfort ; theſe 
being join d by Romiſh Miffionaries, as is well 
| known, began at firſt to divide the Church 
of England. But the Wiſe Elizabeth foon 
ſtopꝰd their Mourhs, and by wholeſome Se- 
verities (which would have been reckon'd 
Tyranny and Perſecution under the Stuarts) 
ſhe kept them from biting, during her Reign. 
And I have been aſſur'd that if that Arbi- 
— 6 TS = trary 
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trary Prince Fames I. had purſued the fame 
Severity with Regard to the Puritans, whom 
he lov'd as little as ſhe did, there had never 
been a Rebellion in Ezg/and, but the Stuart 
Race might have made as glorious a Figure 


upon that Throne as any Family in Europe. 


But his unſeaſonable and impolitic Suffering 
the Sectaries to go on with Impunity made 


them gain Ground, and during his pacifick 
Reign they grew to ſuch a Head, that his 


| Son's attempting to amend what had been 


ſuffer'd to go into Diſorder in his Father's 


Time, was the firſt Riſe of all his Troubles. 


I I will not trouble thee with a Detail of 
this tragical Story, but only in general tell 
thee. from that noble Hiſtorian (whoſe Hi- 
ſtory I have read with an equal Mixture of 
Pleaſure and pain) that the Whigs in the 
North firſt took Arms, and if the King had 
ſuffer'd his Engliſh 
them as they deſerv'd, there had been an 
End of Faction. But his too great Mercy 
ruin'd him, and the Regard he ſhew'd to his 
Scotch Rebels, encourag'd the Faction in 
England, and (under Pretence of Treating) 
the Heads of both Parties united their In- 
tereſts under Hand, and the King truſting 
to ſome of the Leaders of them, who under 
Pretence of being converted to Loyalty by 
his Majeſty's Lenity, betray'd him with his 
Eyes open; he was undone before] he could 

faded that Men who were nobly born 


- 


Army to have chaſtiz d 


could 
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could be ſuch Villains as ſome of thoſe he 
moſt. truſted, approv'd to be. 'Thus was 
one of the beſt Kings who ever fate upon 
the Throne of England, or perhaps upon 
any other, run down by a Pack of Villains 
with a Cry of Religion and Liberty. But 
what Sort of Religion, and Freedom, the 
Nation enjoy'd very ſoon appear d. For no 
ſooner was the King opprefs'd, and the 
Church of England deſtroy'd, but there were 
more Forms of Religion ſet up than there 
were Gods in Egypt. I could ſend thee a Ca- 


talogue of Names and Sets, - which then 


ſprung out of the Spawn of Legion, that 
thou wouldſt think I were conjuring. And 
as for Liberty, it conſiſted in an unlimited 
Power 1n thoſe who had got the upper-hand, 
and as ſometimes one Seët, and ſometimes 
another was uppermoſt, they oppreſo d one 
another in their Turns. 

II is an Admiration to me, that any. 
Engliſhman can read the Hiſtory of thoſe 
Times, and not dread the Principles and 
Practices which produced ſuch Confuſion. 
For altho' I am as much for Liberty as any 
Man in England, and have as great Abhor- 
rence of Arbitrary Government, and the /c 
volo /ic jubeo of one Man, whether King or 
Miniſter, being the Standard of Law and 
the Rule of Government; I hate Liberty 
which pretends to be above Law; and I can- 


not but think a State is undone where a 


O 2 Mul- 
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Multitude of 'Tyrants bear Sway; which 


Vas the Caſe after the Murder of King 


Charles I. They who called themſelves the 
Parliament (and had by their corrupt Prin- 
ciples and Practices ſet up a Villain to 
dictate Laws to them, which they were 
ready to take from him, ready drawn up, to 
paſs into Ordinances, with all the Tameneſs 
of Spaniels, and ſtill accompanied with 
fulſome Encomiums upon the great Man, as 
the Guardian of their Liberties, and the 


Saviour of the Nation,) ſoon came to be 


convinc'd, that he would ufe them as ſuch 
abject Flatterers of Perſons jn Power ought 


to be. For no ſooner had Old Nel got a 


Army, by Authority of ſuch a cor- 


rupt Set, which he had vitiis & modis pack d 
together, and calld a Parliament, (under 


Colour of the Neceſſity of Affairs, by which 
he ſecretly meant the Neceffity of his own 


Affairs, and fupporting his arbitrary De- 


ſigus, in making the Nation fla ves) but he 
foon gave them to underſtand, that they were 


only, what indeed they had made themſelves, 


Fools to carry on his Ambition and Tyranny ; 
and when he had no further Occaſion for 
fawning, and could make his Soldiers collect 
the Exciſes which. he well knew no uncor- 
rupted Engliſh Parliament would give him, 


he ſent them a Packing by a Company of 


Buff Coats, and, as they came, with Preci- 
pitation, out of the Houſe, which they had 


pro- 
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| 8 by their having pretended to be 


embers of it, he diſmiſs'd them by a civil 
Kick on the B——— to the Ring Leaders of 


them, and they were glad to eſcape fo. And 


it will always be: the Caſe; where a Man of 
common. Senſe has rats'd himſelf to the Pi- 
nacle of Power, by the Corruption of thoſe: 
who ought to. be the Guardians of Liberty, 
as ſoon as, by their Means, be has fix d 
himſelt in the Saddle, and ſees himſelf ſup. 
parted by a Force, which, tho* of their 
giving, is too ſtrong for them to contend 
with ; having no- more Occaſion for bribing 


them, be kicks them out, as not worth his 
taking Notice. of. So dangerous as well as 
diſhonourable is it for Senators to. ſell their 


Country for private Views / 3 

THIS ſucceſsful Hebel thus mounted the 
Throne of his Maſter. That is, He af+ 
ſum d the whole Power of King and Parlia- 
ment, without taking the e of King, 


and the Republicans both in Church and 


State found themſelves diſappointed, and in- 
ſtead of having the Coumonwealth of Eng- 
land modelFd after. the Cut of Holland, as 
they had propos d, they found themſelves 


under a Monarchy whoſe. little Finger was 


more grievous than the Loins of their lawful 
rr A. as the noble Hittorian expreſ- 
s it. 5 3 

INDEED we muſt do this great wicked 
Man the Juſtice to ſay, that he ſuffer'd no 
Q 3 others 
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others to oppreſs England, but himſelf; and 


the Subjects of England were ſafe from the 


Inſults of all other Nations, both by Sea 
and Land. Nor did he keep the Fleet idle, 
but ſent the ſeveral Squadrons to different 
Parts of the World to protect the Trade of 
the Nation, and to enlarge it too, particu- 
larly in the Weft-Indies, where he join'd Fa- 
maica to England, which the Engliſh have 

kept ever ſince; and it was by Miſchance, 
that the ſame Fleet did not take Hiſpaniola. 
And it is to be believ'd, that if the Dutch 
had ſeiz d the Banda or Malucca Wands, or 
the Spaniards or Portugueſe had ſeizehany 
Engliſh Ships during his Uſurpation, he 


would have let them know, who was Sove- 


reign of the Seas. 


5 ſtill the People were //aves to Arbi- © 


trary Power, and he was a vile Uſurper, not- 
withſtanding his protecting the Country from 


all Tyranny except his own. In this er 


he . govern'd England for ten Years after the 
Murder of his Mafter, and then dy'd in 


the full Exerciſe of Sovereignty, altho” all 

Ranks of People were | heartily - weary of 
him. What follow'd upon his Death T {hal 
dell thee hereafter. 6s 
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SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan 
The Numidian Hiſtory continu d. 


| LTHO' it was impoſſible to get an 
Army together, without ſome Noiſe, 


ſuch as might give Cy to Vorolandes, 
ſs 


yet ſo well was the Buſinefs concerted, and 
ſuch Care the Promoters of it took, not to 
be in the Way to be arreſted, which might 
diſcourage others, that upon the Day of 
Rendeſvous, about 15,000 appear'd at the 
Place e The greateſt Part of them 
had, without any Noiſe, march'd at diffe- 


rent times, from Cirta, and the other neareſt if 


Cities; and Merobanes, knowing that there 
was more Occaſion for Land Forces at that 
Juncture, than for any Force at Sea, being 
well belov'd in the Fleet, had brought no 
leſs than 5000 brave Tars to the Standard, 
which they were to ſet up in the Name cf 
1 King of Numidia. 

A their firſt Appearance therefore, all 
the Officers were call d together, where the 
Aanifeſto, drawn up by Berut han, was read, 
ſignity ing the early Attempt of Vorolandes, 
| _* *_ _ againſt 
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againſt the Lives of Meſanes and Fuba, by 


the Hands of Lamedor, whom AMAembhaues had 


call'd from Mauritania to be an Evidence of 
the Deſign. That his Diſcovery ot it to the 


5 


Queen, had occaſion' d her delivering Hy- 


empſal to Merobanes, all the Circumſtances 


of which, with the Proofs, were contain d in 
the Manifeſto, and atteſted by the Oaths cf 
Merobanes, Adromeda and Berut bau. Then 
it proceeded to the Murder of the Princes by 
Rubeno, who was likewiſe there, and con- 
| feſs'd it, as he had done formerly; and Vo- 

rolandes's Paſs was produced, as an Evidence 
of the Treaſon's having been done by his Or- 
der, and with his Conſent. Then the Ma. 


nifefto went on, to give an Account of the 
Impriſonment of Queen Lomirilla, and the 


Princeſs Roſalinda, who having been oblig'd, 
thro* Vorolandes's Cruelty, to make their Eſ- 
cape; there having been no Account of them 
ever ſince, made tt highly probable that they 
had periſh'd at Sea, which Misfortune, if it 
had happen'd, was likewiſe chargeable upon. 
the Uſurper. . 'Then were recited other In- 
ſtances of his wicked Adminiſtration, and. 


- 


the unhappy State he had brought the Na- 


tion to, and the Deſolation and Miſery it 
was like to be involv'd in, if not ſpeedily 
prevented, And therefote, the Lords who 
kad: ſubſerib'd. this Manifeſto, invited alt 
loyal Subjects, and all true hearted Numi- 
dians to join with them, to get Juſtice done: 
RUSS ST... | | upon 
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upon Vorola ndes as a Traitor and Aurderer; 
and as an Uſurper of the Right of their lav 


ful Soveraign Hyempſal, whoſe Cauſe they 


- defir'd them to aſſert along with them, pro- 


miſing never tos lay down their Arms, till 
they had reſtor d him to the Throne of his 
Father, their good King Hiarbes, and re- 
veng d the Blood of his royal Brothers, and 
unjuſt Impriſonment, and perhaps Death of 
their Queen and Princess. 

THIS. Manifeſto having been read to the 
Officers, Copies of it were given to them, 
which they read at the Head of their reſpec- 
tive Batalions, ſo that in a few Hours the 
whole Army was ſatisfy'd of the Ground of 
the Quarrel, and all promis' d to die rather 
than give it up, till they had fulfil'd the 
Conditions mention d in it. And there was 
nothing heard for ſome Time, but loud Huz- 
2 and long live HEEMPSAL King of Nu 
2a oaths 15 tj | 

 ADROMEDAL then calling a Council 


of War, it was agreed immediately to march 


to Cirta, tc prevent the joining of the Troops. 
which Vorolandes had ſent for. But at the 
fame Time, whilſt they were upon their: 
March, a Herald was diſpatch'd with a Fe- 
tition to be preſented to the Council, if al- 
low'd, and Berut han had taken Care to leave 
a good Number of Copies of the Manifeſto in 
fate Hands in the City to be handed about, 
and diſpers'd when they thould be certainly 

n | inform'd 
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inform'd, that the Army had proclaim'd the 
King, and was near Cirta. 5 
_ THE Herald was admitted to enter the 


before the Council, he preſented the Peti- 


ing Vorolandes, demanding a free Andience, 
upon Affairs of the utmoſt Conſequence to 
the Peace and Happineſs of the Kingdom. 
To this Vorolandes anſwer d, That Petitions 
back' d with Arms look d liker Commands 
than Petitions. But altho* he might juſtly 
tax the Lords from whom he came, with In- 
ſolence and ill Manners in taking no Notice 
of him, their lawful King, in their Petition, 
— he had ſuch Regard to the Peace of the 

ingdom, that if they would disband their 
Army, and come in a peaceable Manner, 
they ſhould have an Indemnity for what was 


ſon for their thus aſſembling; but he bid him 
aſſure them, that unleſs they forthwith laid 
down their Arms, they ſhould be proclaim'd 
Traitors, and be proceeded againſt with the 
utmoſt Rigour of the Law. The Herald, ac- 
cording to his Inffructions, ſaid, That the 
nature of the Matters the Lords were to com- 
municate to the Council, was ſuch, as they 
could not declare, unleſs they were admit- 


| expect, whilſt there were Forces in the City, 
Ee 1 unleſs 


City, but attended with a Guard to hinder 
his ſpeaking to any one. As ſoon as he came 


tion addrefs'd to the Council, without nam- 


paſt, provided they could ſhew a good Rea- 


ted to a free Council, which they could not 
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unleſs they ſhould be allow'd to bring an 
equal Number of theirs: He declar'd,: in 
their Name, That they had no other Inten- 
tion,. but to ſecure the Peace and Liberty of 
Numidia, and to ſettle the Conſtitution up- 
on its ancient Foundation, by proſecuting 
ſome Delinquents by the known Laws of the 
Land. But the Council being for the moſt 
part, Vorolandes's Creatures, commanded 
him to leave the City forthwith, and carry 


the King's Orders to the Army to disband, 


and then the Lords might come and demand 
Juſtice. | | 8 

THE Herald being able to procure no other 
Anſwer, as had been foreſeen by the Lords, 
left the City, but, according to his Inſtruc- 


tions, after he was out of the Gates, he 


roclaim'd War againſt Vorolaudes (by a 

Trumpet who waited for him there) 1n the 
Name of Hyemp/al King of Numidia, which 
he Signal for thoſe who were en- 

truſted with the Manifeſto, to diſperſe the 
Copies of it thro' the City, which was ac- 
cordingly done, ſo that before the Council 


broke up, there was a Copy of it brought to 


Vorolandes. Who, althu' he was ſtruck, as 
with a Thunderbolt, at that Part of it which 
mention'd Lamedor and Rubeno, which his 
guilty Conſcience knew to be true, yet he 
made Uſe of the Story of Hyempſal, (which 
he had not ſuſpected, and which had never 
before that, been known to above four Ns. 

ET ns 
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ſons in Numidia,) to invalidate the others: 


Pretending to the Council, that the Lords 
could find no Colour for their Rebellion (as 
he calld it) but by raiſing the Dead, for 
that Hyempſ/al had dy'd as afl Numidia 


knew, many Years before, in his Mother's 


Arms, and had been bury'd in the Face of 


the World, and therefore the Falſhood of 


that Part of the * was a ſufficient 
Demonſtration of the Malice and Villapy of 
all the Reſt. BE | 
. WHILST Porolandes thus endeavour'd to 


vindicate himſelf in the Council, and in the 


City of Curta, the Army of the Loyaliſts 
arriv'd, in Sight of the City, and ſummon'd 
it to ſurrender. Bur Vorolandes ſet Guards 
at all Gates, and refolving to protract the 
Time, till his other Forces ſhould arrive, on- 
1y ſet out ſmall Parties to keep them in Play. 


But thoſe Parties were beaten as oft as they 
allied. Adromedal having Intelligence that 


a Body of 600 Men were coming to rein- 
force Vorolandes's Party, reſolv'd to fend an 


equal Number to intercept them, and Me- 


robanes deſiring it might be left to him with 


his Tars, to give a good Account of them, 


the Command was given to him, only the 
General defir'd he would take 500 Horſe to 
aſſiſt him With this Body of 5500 Mero- 


banes march d out to meet the Party of 6000, 


and having taken up his Poſt, in the moſt ad- 
vantagedus Ground, he waited their 1 
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and as ſoon as they appear d, putting his 


Men in Order of Battle, he attack'd them, 


and the brave Tars, ſeconding well their 
Admiral's Valour, and the juſtice of the 
Cauſe, fell in among the regular Forces, 
with a Courage which daunted the ſtouteſt of 
of them, hewing them down with their Cut- 
laces and Battle Pros yet they ſtood their 
G ound, for ſome Time, with great Bravery. 
Bur their Qfficers, who had been- put aver 
them by Vorolandes, not (for their Service, 
but for being his Creatures,) not enduring 
the terrible Blows given by Aderobaxes's Men, 
ſlunk into the Rear to ſave themſelves, . leav- 
ing their Soldiers without any Command, 
which one Officer, who had kept his Poſt per- 
ceiving, and knowing Merobanes, who hap- 


pen d ro be near him, and both by Words 


and Example encourag'd his Men, call'd a- 
loud to him. My Lord Merobanes, {parc 


e the Blood of the Numidians, who love 


* the Memory of our good King Hiarbes, 
«* and Honour your Virtue.” Merobanes, 


knowing that there were many in Vorolandes's 


Army, who only ſerv'd him, becauſe they 


had no other Way of Subſiſtance, call d to 


his Men to halt. And turning to that Of- 
ficer, Sir, ſaid he, I have as great Re- 
* gard for the meaneſt Numidian, as you can 


* with me to have, and if your whole Army 
* will ſhew any Regard to the Memory of 


* Hiarbes, by joining with us, to get Juſtice 
3 P © done 
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done upon the Butcher of his Family, and 
to promote the Delivery of your Country 


from Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, there 
- © ſhall not a Stroke be ſtruck further on our 


© Side: But what' you do, muſt be put in 
© Execution this Inſtant, for it is not Time 


to dally, nor will I be caught by Words. © 1 


can only Anſwer for gayſelf and for thoſe 
© under my Command,” Repty'd the Officer. 
And ſo turning to his Soldiers, They who 
love Juſtice and Truth, cry'd he, follow'me. 
And ſo dropping the Point of his Partiſan, 
he went and joyn'd Merobanes, who receiv'd 
him with open Arms. His Example was 
follow'd by the whole Regiment, the Officers 
who had deſerted their Poſts, having fled to 
any Place of Shelter they could find. And 
thus recruited, Merobanes turn'd to other 
Places where his Aſſiſtance was neceſſary. 
Bur, by the Advice of the Officer who had 
join'd him, he calFd to the contrary Party, 


before he attack d them, and with the moſt 


endearing Expreſſions, invited them to join 
him. His Words, and their ſeeing one of 
the beſt Regiments in the Service join'd with 
Merobanes, had the deſir'd Effect. The 
greateſt Part of the Soldiers chang'd Sides, 


and the Reſt either threw down their Arms, 
and ask d Quarters, or if they were obſti- 
nate were cut to Pieces; ſo that of all the 


6000, not 500 got to Cirta to give Vorolan- 


des an Account of the Defeat. In this Ac- 


tion, 
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tion, Merobanes loſt about 100 Men at firſt, 


but the Enemy had 500 killd upon the 


Spot, and 2000 were made Priſoners. The 
other 3000 chearfully join'd Merobanes; and 
the Priſoners, after they came to the Camp 
before Cirta, by converſing with their old 
Comrades, and being fatisfied of the Truth 
of the Manifeſto, deſitł d to be liſted, and 
ſwore Allegiance to Hyemp/al. | 


* 
4. 


a 
— — 
Ao — 


— 


LETTER XXVI 
SELIM ar London, to MIRZA ar Iſpahan. 
Of puniſhing Crimes. 


WAS t'other Day at Newgate, which is 
the Priſon for Malefactors here. If thou 
haſt any Notion of Hell in an Uproar, thou 
may'ſt ſuppoſe it to be that Place. As Thie- 
abound in this Country, 
moſt of the Wretches in that Priſon were 
there for thoſe Crimes. E 
ONE would think that thoſe who are con- 
fined to this Priſon, and who, for the moſt 
part, have deſerved Death long before they 
were ſeized, would be under ſome Concern 
for the Sentence they are pretty ſure to un- 
dergo.. But, my dear Mirza, they are no 
| | 2 | more- 


n 


who were accuſed, And 1 have been told, 
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more afſected with it, than thou or I would 


be for being unjuſtly condemned for Truth. 


BUT do not miſtake me; their Obduracy 
1s not a Greatneſs of Mind, as ours would 
be; thoſe Infidels, from the time they are 
impriſoned, keep themſelves continually 
drunk with Spirits, to the time of their Trial; 


and then, if condemn'd, they drink on till the 


time of Execution comes, and ſo go out of 
the World without Thought, and are dead 


© drunk when they are hung up. 


IT was a moſt mortifying Sight to me, to 
ſee ſo many miſerable Creatures, bred in a 


Country where they believe the Immortality 


of the Soul, and a future State, ſo ſtupidly 
unconcern'd, when they were ſure they had 
but a few Days to live. 

I could hear them curſing and blaſpheming 
after a ſtrange Manner, and the Pots of 
ftrong Liquor going about, as if they had 
met to ſee their Friends lately come from a 


long Voyage. Nay, ſo merry were thoſe 


Wretches, that they would form "Tribunals 
of their own, and try one another, with all 


the Formalities of a judicial Proceſs; and 


the pretended Judge would give his Charge 
to twelve Men, who are here call'd a Fury ; 
and they having heard the Charge, would 
give their Opinion, whether guilty or not 
guilty, as if they had been ar Liberty, and 
as innocent Perſons, really trying the others 


that 
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that this ſham 'Trial, made by thoſe Miſcre- 
ants, prognofticated generally the Fate of 
their Brethren at the real Trial: So well ac- 

uainted they are with the Laws of their 
eee altho* they break them. | 
AFTER I lett this helliſh Place, my 


Friend and I went to refreſh ourſelves; and 


I told him my Mind freely, concerning the 
Wretches we had left. J 
had been often thock'd at ſuch Sights; and 


He told me, that he 


added, That he thought it a great Over- 
ſight in the, Laws of his Country, that Pu- 
aiſhments were not adapted ſufficiently to the 
Nature of the Crimes. For, ſaid he, Hang- 
ing is the only Penalty for Murder, or ſuch 
© heinous Crimes, under Treaſon; and the 
* ſame Puniſhment is allow'd for a poor De- 
© vil that has ftollen, or robb'd to the Value 
© of thirteen Pence,” which cannot purchaſe 


above a Pint of Wine. © Now, ſaid he, 


if there were Galleys here, as in other 


„Countries, to which thoſe Thieves and Rob- 
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bers were to be confin'd, according to the 


Nature of their Faults, we ſhould, in a 


great Meaſure, be free from the Multitude 


of Street Robbers, which infeſt this: City. 
But ſince we have no Galleys, I think it 
would be worthy of the Conſideration of 


* the Parliament, to appoint® Work - Houſes, -- 


* where fuch as were taken np for Petty 


there, 


Thefts, or even Robberies, (when no Mur- - 
der was objected to = Delinquents;), and 


1 
« 
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© inſtead of keeping taem hot headed with 
© ſtrong Liquor, let them be kept to Hard 
© Labour, and well drub'd, if they were 
© lazy; This would be of double Uſe to 
the Pablick ; as firſt, in having the Work 


© of fo many idle Fellows, who are a Nu- 


ſance to the City, and ſecondly, it would 


© prevent a great many Thefts, and Robbe- 
© ries, which are-committed by a Gang of 
© Vagabonds, who live. without thought, 
and being bred in Idleneſs, and having no 
* Senſe of Religion, would think being kept 


to hard Labour, a greater Puniſhment than 


Hanging, which they make a Jeſt of in 
* Newgate, . |. - 

1 thought Liberius was much in the 
Right, and I wonder this wiſe Nation does 
not think it worth their While, to make- 
Uſe. of this, or ſome ſuch Expedient, to re- 
dreſs this common. Malady. | 


Cf 
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d SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
7 T he Numidian Hiſtory continu'd. 
c | e 
0 FP OROLANDES was no fooner appris'd 
t of the Deſertion of his Army, but he 
n began to think himſelf in a very dangerous. 
n State. He was beſieg' d in the Capital City, 
which was a Place of no great N he 
e was ill aſſurd of the Affections of the People; 
D and the Army, on whom he moſt depended, 
e had ſhew'd, by the Deſection of 5000 ot 
— them, what he was to expect from the reſt. 


He conſider'd, by this Specimen, that the 
Rebel Army, as he call'd it, would, in all 
Probability, increaſe, not only from the In- 
tereſt of 92 Lords who were in it, (who were 
the moſt conſiderable Men of the Kingdom) 
but likewiſe from their having an Opportu- 
nity to cut off his Army in Parties, or pre- 
vail with them to deſert, which he had Rea- 
ſon to apprehend, after the Defection of the 
firſt, who were commanded by ſuch as were 
oblig'd to his Favour only, for their Promo- 
tion. He, therefore, in a Fit of Difpair, 
rather than Courage, having muſter d the 
a | Train-bands, 
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Train-bands, as well as the regular Troops, 
of which the later amounted to 7000, and 
the former to 10,000, he made a Sally with 
all his Forces, imagining to be able to ſur- 
priſe the Lords, and fo to defeat them. But 
Adromedal and Merobanes, with the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the old Officers (who had been 
turn'd out of the Army by Vorolandes, and 
were now employ'd 1n the loyal Army againft 
him) kept ſuch exact Guards, and had their 
Forces {o under Diſcipline, that they were 
always ready. Beſides, they had ſo good 
Intelligence in Cirta, that there was nothing 
done, not even in the Uſurper's Councils, 
but they were appris d of it, either by Let- 
ters fix d to Arrows ſhot from the Walls, or 
by Citizens in the Diſguiſe of Peaſants, who 
brought them Intelligence by Word. of 
Mouth. Being therefore inform d by a Let- 
ter from the Wall (which-was taken up by 
Soldiers appointed to watch, at certain Pla- 
ces, for that Purpoſe) that Vorolandes de- 
ſign d to attack them, and that his Army was 
actually forming; Adromedal order d his to 
be put in order to receive him, and having 
encourag' d them, by: a ſhort Speech, which 

he made to the ſeveral Batalions and Squa- 
drons as he could beſt be heard, made them 
wait the Enemy's coming in the moſt conve- 
nient Ground which he could chuſe for them. 
. VOROLANDES, on his Part, omitted 

nothing that an experienc d General could 


do 


Zer of his Helmet, 
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do to infuſe Courage into his Party, and af- 
ter he had, without any Impediment, drawn 
them out of the City, where he had. left a 
ſmall Party to ſecure the Gates, he led them 
in good Order towards the Enemy, who 


| waited for his Approach. 


THE two Armies being join'd, the Bat- 
tle was fought with great Bravery on both 
Sides, and Vorolandes leading on a Body of 
regular Troops, either from an Effect of Cou- 
rage, or Deſpair, 2 with great Reſolu- 
tion and Gallantry, ſo that he put the left 


Wing of the loyal Army in great Diſorder; 


which Merobanes being inform'd of, came 
with his brave Tars to their Relief, and 


charging Vorolandes, whom he knew by the 
. Deſcription given of his Armour in the Let- 


ter, and whom he. aw-at the Head of his. 
Men fighting. with a Courage, nor ordinary 
for ſo Gat a Conſcience, having mounted a 
led Horſe, and taken a ſtrong Lance which 
his Groom carry'd, * Tyrant (cry'd he aloud 
to him) behold the Day which puts an End 
© to thy Uſurpation, and tho”. thou deſerveit 


© to die rather by the Hand of the Executi- 
* oner, than by that of Merobanes; yet fince 
* thou haſt the Courage to appear in the 


Field, after all thy Treaſons and Wicked- 
© neſs, I will, for once, treat thee like a Sol- 
dier.“ And fo aiming his Lance at the Vi- 

be put Spurs to his 
Horſe, run at Vorolanges with the utmoſt Fu- 
| ry, 


—— * 
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ry, who, altho* he oppos' d his Shield to tlie 
other's Lance, and fo prevented his own 
Death, yet he could not reſiſt the Force of 
the Stroke, but tell backwards to the Ground ;. 
Vorolandes was taken by his own People, 
whilſt others of them oppoſing themſelves to 
Merobanes's Valour, loſt their Lives to ſave 
their Maſter. The Fall of Vorelandles fo diſ- 
courag' d his Party, and Merobanes was fo en- 
rag' d at his Diſappointment in his Deſign, to 
have reveng'd the Murder of the Princes, 
that the Troops of the Tyrant were no lon- 
ger able to ſtand before his Marines, and at 
firſt began to. give Way, and at laſt turn'd 
their Backs, and fled to the City. . 
IN the mean time Adromedal had a com- 
2 Victory upon the Right; for having 
ten the few regular Forces, who were firſt 
ſent to attack him, as ſoon as he came to 
the Train- bands, whole Companies of them 
put the Points of their Pikes to the Ground, 
crying out, Long live King HyEMPSAL, 
which they, who were more in the Intereſt of 
Forolandes, perceiving, they threw down their 
Arms, and fled with Precipitation to the- 
City. Adromedal, not to looſe fo fair an 
e order'd a Body of Horſe to 
purſue them, and to enter the Gates with 
them, which they were to poſleſs themſelves 
oft, but to proceed no farther, till he ſhould 
be with them, with. the reſt of the Army. 
[The Project took, as he had laid it. The 


Fugitives 


ode 
w 2 


AF . 
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Fugitives being too conſiderable to be ſhut 
out, and ſo to fall a Prey to the Enemy, the 
Gates were open'd to feceive them, and a 
Party ſent out to ſecure their Retreat; but 
the Body of Horſe ſent by Adromedal, at- 
tack'd that Party with ſuch Bravery, that 
— forc'd to retreat within the Walls ; 
and the Crowd being ſuch, that they could 
not ſhut the Gate when it was once open'd ; 


and perhaps ſome, who were well-wiſhers to 


the juſter Side, but had not declar'd openly 
for it, clamouring loud againſt expoſing their 
fellow Citizens to the Fury of thoſe without; 
the Gates being thus kept open, the loyal 
Horſe enter'd with the reft, and (drawing up 
on both Sides) by the poſitive Order of Adro- 
medal calbd to the Citizens to retire to their 

Houſes, for that it was not the Intention of 
the Lords to hurt any Man in Cirta who be- 
hav'd peaceably. And being thus poſleſs'd 


of that Gate, they ſufler'd ſuch as came 


without Arms, or threw them down at the 
Gate, to enter the City without offering 


them any Violence. 


THEY had not kept that Poſt very long, 
when the advanced Guard of their own In- 
fantry came to their Aſſiſtance, and ſoon at- 
ter the groſs of the right Wing, and Adro- 
medal having been appris'd by an Aid du 
Camp from Merobanes, that he had the ſame 
Deſign to enter another Gate after Vorolan- 
des, ſent another Body of Horſe to ſuſtain 


him, 
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him, having drawnſup the Corps de Reſerve 


between the two Gates, that he might be 


able to ſend Aſſiſtance to whoever wanted it 
moſt. e 1 8 
- PVOROLANDES, altho' he had been 
beaten off his Horſe, and ſomewhat bruis'd 
by the Shock he had receiv'd from Aeroba- 
nes, yet he ſome Time after, mounted again, 
and returning to his Party, to his great 
Grief and Deſpair, met them retreating, or 
rather flying from the victorious Merobanes. 
He did all he conld to inſpire them with 
Courage, but having had Intelligence of the 
ill Succeſs of his left Wing, and that the Ci- 


ty was like to be loſt, he turn'd his Back 


with a ſmall Party of Horſe to gain the Gate 
which was neareſt to him, before he could be 
overtaken by Merobanes, whoſe Party was 
for the moſt part Infantry. But the Horſe 
ſent by Adromedal being arriv'd-before Voro- 
landes had come to a Reſolution, Merobanes 


putting himſelf at the Head of them, pur- 


ſu'd the Uſurper cloſe at the Heels, and had 
the ſame Succeſs in entring the City that the 
Horſe from the other ſide had had before at 
the other Gate; ſo that -Adromedal . havi 
Intelligence of the City's being theirs, an 


thar Vorolandes had retir d to the Ciradeh 
Which was an 1mpregnable Place; left his 
Forces to follow at their Eaſe, and went him- 
elf to conſult with Aderot anes. 
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A good Part of the Forces being now in 
the City, the Magiſtrates finding that the 


Soldiers had not attempted to pillage or mo- 


leſt any Houſe within it, came in their For- 
malities (having firſt demanded Leave of the 
Generals) to know their Pleaſure; and to 
beg their Protection. The Generals receiv d 
them with great Civility, and aflur'd them 
that they did not deſign to injure any body, 


and that provided the City behav'd peace- 
ably, there ſhould no Violence be offer d. 


The Magiſtrates thanking them for their 
Care of the City, ſent their Orders for all 
the Citizens to be quiet, and having order'd 
Quarters for. ſuch of the Army as were to 


remain in the City,- the Shops were open'd 


the next Day, and every Thing appear d as 


peaceable as if nothing had happen d. 


AS Vorolandes's Retreat to the Citadel 


was no premeditated Thing, he had taken 


none with him but a ſmall Party, and thoſe 


only ſuch as were his particular Creatures, 
ſo that many of the Lords of the Council 
were ſtill in the City. Adromedal therefore 
and the other Lords of the Confederacy ap- 
ply'd to them to call the Council together, 


which the Preſident willingly comply'd with; 
and at the ſame Time fummon'd Adromedal, 


Merobanes, Beruthan, and ſeveral of their 
Party, who had been Counſellors under Fi- 
arbes, to aſſiſt in it; which the others did, 


but theſe three delir'd. 8 be excus d, beeauſe, 
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as they took upon themſelves the whole 
Guilt (if the Council ſhould think it ſo) of 


railing the Army, they thought it more ho- 


nourable to ſubmit their Actions to the Judg- 
ment of the Council, than to be Juages in 


their own Cauſe. Belides, as they were the 


only Perſons to whom the Secrer of the Pre- 
ſervation of Hyemp/al, and of his being alive, 
had been intruſted, and conſequently that 
they mult be the Proſecutors or Vorolandes, 
they would not put it in hig Power to pre- 
tend, that he had unfair dealing by their 
having a Vote in his Trial. 

THIS frank generous Way of proceeding 
convinced ſome, and confiu m'd others ot the 
Truth of what they alledg'd. And the 


Council being met, Berwthan (having been 


deputed by the others) in a handſome Speech, 
held forth the Reaſons of their having taken 


up Arms for Fuſtice and Liberty; aud hav- 


ing given a Deduction, at large, ot all that 


bas been related in this Hittor y, of Vorolan- 
ves's Treaſon and Murder, he concluded his 
Speech, by charging the ſaid Vorolaudes 
(in the Name of Hyjzmp/al King of Mumudia, 
and in the Names of Aaromedal, Merobaies, 
and his own) of high Treaſon, for. his fu lt 
Attempt, by Lamedor, againſt the Lives ot 
Meſanes and Fuba, and his after per petra- 
ting that Parricide, by Means & the Aflaflin 


 Ruveno; for his Impillonment ot the Queen 


Lonurilla, and the Princes Reſalnda, who, 
upon 
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upon Suppoſition of the Death of Hiempſal, 
was his lawful Queen; and for uſurping the 
Title of King, when he knew that the ſaid 
Princeſs was alive. For all which Treaſons, 
and many other Acts of tyrannical Power, 
contrary to the Laws of NumidM, he deman- 
ded Juſtice of the Council according to Law. 
TH H. Council having deliberated upon 
the Speech of Berithan in the Name of him- 
ſelf, and the other Lords, agreed to ſend a 
Herald to the Citadel to ſummon Vyrolandes 
to anſwer to rhe Impeachment, which was 
accordingly done. But upon his retuſing to 
ng appear, rhe Council having heard the Facts, 
he and ex min'd Lamedor and Rubeno, with the 
ne other Circumſtances mention'd, proclaim'u 
el Vorolandes a Traytor, and ſummon'd the 
ch, Captain and-Garriſon of the Citadel, to de- 
en WW liver him up, under the Penalty of high Trea- 
av- WW fon; and at the fame Time iſſu'd a Procla- 
hat mation of Indemnity to all within the Cita- 
an- del, except Vorolandes, provided they deli- 
his ver'd him in three Days. The Captain of 
des the Fort conſulting with the reſt of the Ofi- 
he, cers then in the Caſtle, and finding that they 
es, muſt be oblig'd to ſurrender, for want of Pro- 
tult WW vifions, in a very ſhort Time, and having 
ot been only Friends to Vorolandes whilſt he 
was in Power, which they ſaw him now de- 
veſted of, agreed to comply with the Order 
ot the Council; but when they were about 
to ſeize him, he broke from them, and in a 
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frantic Deſpair leap'd over the Wall of the 
Caſtle, and in that miſerable Manner ended 
his wicked Life. 

AFTER this the Citadel furrender'd, and 
the Body being taken up was brought before 
the CouncilP where it was ſentenc'd to be 
drawn thro” the City upon a Hurdle, and af- 
terwards to be hung up in Chains near one 
of the Gates of the City. As to Rubens he 
was condemn'd to have his Quarters torn 
aſunder, and ſet upon Poles, in the chief Ci- 
ties of the Kingdom. 

_ THESE Sentences being pronounced 
_ (which were afterwards executed) the Coun- 
cil gave publick Thanks to Merobanes, Agre- 
; medal and Beruthan, for their good Conduct, 
and paſs' d an Act of Approbation of the late 
Inſurrection under the great Seal; and in 
the fame Manner confirm'd the Office ot 
Admiral to Merobanes, that of General to 
 Adromedal, and of Chancellor to Berut han, 
during the King's Abſence; and gave Com- 
miſſion to Merobanes to go, with ſix Men o 
War, to Sicihy, or to any other Country, 
where the King ſhould happen to be, in or- 
der to bring him back to his Kingdom in 

Peace. 


LETTER 


ER 


verted upon 


PERSIAN is Lowpox. 173 


＋— — — 


— 


LETTER XXVII. 
SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
Of the Abuſe of Tokeration. 


HERE is a Law in this Country, 
1 which gives Liberty to People of all 
Sects, to have the publick Exerciſe of their 
Religion (provided. they take the Oaths to 
the Government, and renounce the Roman 
Pontiff.) Whatever was the firft Deſign of 


6 


this Toleration, it is, at preſent, made uſe of 


to very bad Purpoſes : Becauſe, by Virtue of 
this Act, many wicked Folks are well di- 
the firſt Day of the Week at 
the Booths of Afdountebanks, or Quack 
Doctors, who taking our a Licence to pla 
the Wag in Religion, ſet forth their Bills, 
the Week before, to invite all the Strollers, 
and itching Ears, to their Stage, againft the 
next firſt Day, giving an Account, what 
Part of the Boo of God, the Doctor in- 
tends to ridicule at that Time, and which of 
the Mufties he deſigns to expoſe. Thoſe 
Bills, printed in the publick News-papers, 
occaſion many a hearty Laugh in the Coffee, 
and Alchouſes, and give a Handle for many 
ing 5 
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a Joke upon Religion, and the Clergy, which 
are receiv'd with great Applauſe in many 
Places; and if any one will venture to cen- 
ſure the Impudence of thoſe publick Ad- 
vertiſements, he runs the Hazard of being 
laugh'd out of the Company, or call'd a Pa- 
piſt, or a worſe Name, for ſhewing his Dif- 
like to the unlimited Toleratioͤn. | 

THERE is one of thoſe Mountebank's 

_ Stalls, which is advertis'd every Saturday, 
with great Pomp and Solemnity. And fo 
bare-fac'd is the Quack, or rather Harle- 
quin, who keeps it, that with as grave a 
Face, as his Impudence can put on, he ap- 
pears there on the firſt Day of the Week, 
in a Clergyman's Dreſs, and there with the 
impious * of Prayers before it, har- 

rangues the People whom he has cheated 
out of a Shilling a-Piece ; up Starts another 

Aderry- Andrew, whom he has hir'd before- 
hat, and ſo the Doctor, and he, enter into 
a grave Diſpute upon a Subject agreed upon 
between them, and kick and cuff the moſt 

ſerious. Points in Divinity, till they have 
made them look ridiculous, by their handling 

them in that ludicrous Manner, which was all 
that they meant to do at firſt. And then 

the People retire to improve the Banter u 
Religion, by their different Obſervations up- 
_— they have heard and ſeen at the 
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I went with Liberius thither, ſome Days 
ago, but he was ſo ſhock'd at tlie Impiety of 

the Thing, that I could not prevail with 
him to ſtay. So that leaving them to their 
audacious Wickedneſs, we retir'd to my 
Lodgings: Where whilſt Zelis was employ'd 
in getting Dinner, (which I prevail'd upon 
my Friend to take ſhare of) we enter d into 
a ſerious Converſation concerning thoſe pre- 

tended religious Aſſemblies. I told Libevius, 


That, by his Averſion to ſtay at the Booth, 


I judg'd he was one of thoſe violent high 
Fyers, who were for tolerating no Religion 
but their own, and were for prompting the 


Government, in a late Reign, to renew the 


Cruelties of Fire and Faggot againſt Diſſen- 
ters of all Sorts; which I was the more ſur- 
priz'd at, becauſe I had obſerv'd him to be 


of a merciful, mild Diſpoſition naturally, 


and I thought it pity that his good Inclina- 
tions ſhould be controll'd by a wrong Turn 
in Religion. | | | 
LIBERIUS ſmiling at what I had ſaid, 
told me he was extremely pleaſed to fmd:a 
Per ſian, and conſequently a Mahometan, talk 
againſt Perſecution for Religion, (ince that 
very Principle, in the Acoran, was the very 
Foundation of their Religion, and their 
urſuing it to a Degree of Ent huſſaſin had 
been the only viſible Cauſe of the Spread- 
ins Mabomet's Doctrin: in the Eaſt. 


But, added he, in the fame ſmiling Way, 


| ſince 


. * 
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ſince my Friend Selim ſhews ſo good a Diſ- 
poſition towards Chriſtianity, I would not 
have him to believe that I am turn'd Ma- 
hometan. 5 LR 
KNOW then, Signior Selim, that I am 
as far remowd from all Inclination to Perſe- 
cution as any Man living. If I were a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, I would not give my Vote 
to any Bill which ſhould ſubject any Man in 
England to the Loſs of Life, or Limb, 
Goods or Eſtate, tor the fake of his Con- 
ſcience, unleſs it could be fairly prov'd, that 
he made Conſcience the Stale, and crept be- 
hind it to ſhoot at the Eſtabliſhment, and 
endeavour'd to overturn that Conſtitution 
which gave him Liberty of Conſcience. 
Let the Diſſenters enjoy the Indulgence of 
the Legiflature, in the full Extent of it to 
Conſciences truly ſcrupulous : But is it to 
be imagin'd, or would the conſcientious 
Diſſenters themſelves defire, that a Tolera- 
tion granted for their Eaſe ſhould be con- 
ſtru'd to ſupport ſuch vile Purpoſes as it is, 
at preſent, made to do? Is it agreeable to 
common Senſe to think, that the Parliament 
which made that Act deſign'd to give a Pro- 
tection, to one who had receiv'd Orders in 
the Church of Englana, to make Uſe of thoſe 
O: ders to banter Religion, and bully the 
Biſhops, as he does from time to time in 
Print, as well as in his Booth? How looſe 
the Act of Parliament may have been worded, 
. | perhaps 
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to Law. But if the 
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perhaps with Deſign to let all the Raſcals 
take Shelter under 1t, I ſhall not determine; 
but I ſhall not be afraid of diſobliging any 
conſcientious Diſſenter, by wiſhing that the 
Act of Toleration of Proteſtant Difſenters 
were ſo explain'd, by a ſubſequent Act, as 
not to give a Licence to Proteſtant Atheiſts, 
Deiſts, Socinians, and free "Thinkers, (under 
the Pretence of being Enemies to popery,) 
to banter and ridicule all Religion. I am 


not ſure whether the Biſhop of London might 


not find a Way to chaſtize this rebellious 
Prieſt, or at leaſt to degrade him from his 
Orders, without doing any Thing contrary 

Los does indeed re- 
ſtrain a Biſhop from any Coertion of Immor- 


tality in his Dioceſe ; which 1 cannot be- 
lieve, I wiſh it were otherwiſe; for Titles 


without Power are very inſignificant Things. 
By this Time Dinner was ready, and Liberius 
'to ſhew Zelis that he had lik'd her Cookery, 
made a hearty Meal, and the Converſation 
was about ſuch ordinary Things as are gene- 


rally talk'd of at Table. | Soon alter, Libe- K 


rius went away. 
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M EROBANES having receiy'd this 
Commiſſicn, gave Orders for getting ſix 
Men of War ready, for this joytul Expedi- 
tion: and in the mean time the King was 
proclaim'd with great Pomp and Solemnity, 
not only in Cirta, but thro' all the Kingdom; 
and never was ſeen ſuch univerſal Joy. Had 
a Stranger come to Cirta at that time, with- 
out knowing the Reaſon the -People had to 
rejoice, he muſt have thought that the whole 
City had been poſſeſsd with Madneſs, or 
with ſome very merry Spitit: For many 
Days together, nothing but Bonefires and II- 
luminations were to be ſeen at Nights, and 
Shows and Diverfions, of different Sorts, all 
Day long; and both Days and Nights taken 
up in Feaſts and Entertainment. 
AS ſoon as the Ships were ready, Mero- 
banes, with ſome of the chiet Nobility (who 
had been pitch'd upon to accompany him in 
the Voyage, for the more Solemnity of it) 
Went aboard, and weigh'd Anchor for Sicily, 


from 


2 wo fo 
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from wheace Merobaneg had receiv'd the laſt 
Accounts. But, upon their Arrival at Syra- 
ciſe, the Admiral having ſent a Gentleman 
a- ſnore, to enquire concerning his Prince 
and Son, of a Merchant, to whoſe Care all 
their Letters and Bills had been truſted: 
That Merchant, hearing of the Quality of 
Merolanes, immediately went abcard, and 
inform'd him, That, about five Months be- 
fore that, the two young Gentlemen he en- 
quir'd after, had left Sic, in a Ship of his 
bound for Naples That, before their Depar- 
rure, they had written Letters to him, which 
he had diſpatch'd by the fi. ſt Ship going to 
Niumidia, about a Month after their Depar- 
ture; and ſince that Pacquet had not come 
to hand, it muſt have fallen into the Hands 
of Gomeliftes cr ſome of his Gang,. All 
therefo.e that he could tell him of the Gen- 


tlemen, was, That they talK'd of viſiting 


Greece, and had ask d him particularly about 


the Kingdom of Scion, which was his na- 


tive Country. | ac ET 
 MEROBANES (having diſmiſs'd the 
Merchant, after he had treated him aboard 
l.s Ship, with great Civility) being impa- 


tient to find Hempſal, directed his Courſe 


to Naples, and having Letters from the Mer 
chant at Syracuſe to his Correſpondent at 
Naples, he found that the Perſons he wanted, 
had made no Stay there, but had ccols'd the 
Country to Brunduſum, in order to vals the 
| Adriatic, 


—T—— OOO — 
. | 
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Adriatic, into Greece. He therefore coaſted 


along the Kingdom of Naples, and having 
paſs'd the Streights of Meſſina, croſs d the 
Jonian Sea, and came to an Anchor near the 
Mouth of the River Inachus in the King- 
dom of Sicionia, with an Intention to go by 


Land to Coriath, where he was inform'd the 


eg of Sicionia kept his Court; being per- 
ſuaded that if Hyempſal and Maderbal were 
in the Kingdom, they would be found in the 


| 8 City. 


LE had not ſtaid above two Days in that 
Station, when Calomander, a Nobleman of 
good Rank, and of an univerſal good Cha- 


racter, whoſe Eſtate lay upon the Banks of 


that River, ſent a Gentleman to tell the Ad- 
miral, that if it would not be diſagreeable, 
he would do himſelf the Honour to viſit him 
aboard his Ship. Adzrobanes having made a 
ſuitable Return to this Civility, the next 
Day Calomander came in a handſome Barge 
of his own to the Mouth of the River; but 


finding that the Admiral had ſent his Pinnace 


for him, he leit his Barge-and went aboard 
in Merobanes's Boat; where the Admiral 
meeting him at his Ship's Side, gave him his 
Hand, as ſoon as he came within his Reach. 
And, after the firit Compliments uſual be- 
tween Perſons of their Rank ho know the 


World, he conducted Calomander into the 
State Room, where freſh Civilities paſs d be- 
tween them. Merobanes thanking him for 


the 
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the Honour he had done him; Calomander 


- faid, it was his Duty, as having ſome Inte- 


reſt in that Country, and having a Houſe 
near the Place, to offer him, as a Stranger, 
all the Service in his Power, and if he, and 
ſuch of his Company as he thoughtfit, would 
do him the Honour to dine at his Houſe the 
next Day, they might freely command every 
Thing there as their own. | 
MEROBANES and the other Nobles, 
whom he had preſented to Calomander, hav 
ing anſwer'd theſe Civilities, and accepted 
his kind Invitation, they enter'd into ſuch 


general Converſation as is uſual among Stran- 


gers. But Merobanes being Intent upon the 
main Deſign of his Voyage, ask d Caloman- 
der how far they were from Corinth, and if 
he had been lately there? Calomander an- 


ſwer' d, that Corinth was two eaſy Days Jour- 


ney from his Houſe, and it hg, or any of the 
Gentlemen aboard, had any Intention of 


going thither, he would take Care to pro- 


vide Horſes for them. As to himſelf, he ſaid, 
he had retir'd to the Country for ſome Years 
paſt, and had little or no Correſpondence at 
Court, altho* he had ſpent a good Part of his 
younger Years in no..contemptible Offices. 

But having a Mind to be more at his Eaſe; 


he had beg'd Leave of the King to retire, 


which having obtain d, he had liv'd, with his 


Family, upon his wn Eſtate, and only con- 


vers d 


K 2 


_— — — — 


18:2 LETTERS frma. 
de err the Gentlemen of his Neighbour- 
MEROBANES having thank'd him for 
his kind Offer, after he had given him as 
genteel a Dinner, as the Place could afford, 
promis d to dine with him the next Day; and 
ſo Calomander taking Leave of the Admiral 
and the other Numidian Nobility, was put 
a-ſhore in Merobanes's Pinnace, as he had 
come aboard. V 
THE next Day Merobanes, with five 
others of the chief Nobility went to Calo- 
mander's Houſe, which was a fhort Mile 
from the River's Side, and about two Miles 
diſtant from the Place where the Fleet lay. 
They were receiv'd by Calomander at their 
landing, and conducted to his Houſe. As 
ſoon as they were come to the End of the 
Avenue, which led from the River to Calo- 
mander's, they admir'd the Magnificence of 
the Houſe, which was built in the beſt Ge- 
cian Taſte, but more to be regarded (as 
they ſoon perceiv'd) by the Neatneſs and 
Delicacy of the Inſide, than for the Glory 
and Splendor of the Architecture. As ſoon 
as Dinner was ready, Calomander preſented 
his Lady to the Stra- gers, who, when they 
had paid the Civilities, cuſtomary upon ſuch 
Occaſions, fat down to Dinner, where they 
were entertain'd agreeable to their Quality, 
and to the generous Hoſpitality of the Ma- 
ſter of the Houſe. Their Converſation was 


very 
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very agrecable, becauſe eaſy, and the Lady 
ſhew'd, by her handſome Manner of treat- 
ing the Gueſts, that ſhe correſponded well 


_ with the hoſpitable Inclinations of her Lord. 


HAVING ſpent ſome Time at Dinner, 
and continu'd a-while longer, Calomander 


took them to ſee his Gardens, which were 


laid out with the greateſt Propriety, and fill 'd- 
with tbe moſt agreeable Variety of Flowers 
and Greens, as well as ſtor'd with the moſt 
delicious Wall Fruit; where having. ſpent 
ſome Hours, Merobanes told Calomander, 
that he muſt treſpaſs upon his Civility to beg, 
that he would procure Horſes. for him and: 
ſome of his Servants; for that he defien'd to 
ſer out the next Day for Corinth, and in the 
mean time he would eaſe him of the Trouble 
of ſo many Gueſts, by returning to his Ships. 


Calomander obligingly told him, that both 


he and his Friends ſhould be welcome to his 
Houſe, as long as their Occaſions ſhould- 
keep them in thoſe Parts: Bur eſpecially he 
muſt inſiſt upon his ſtaying at his Houſe, ſince 
it was eaſier to go from thence, than to loſe 
Time in coming from his Ship, the ſame 


Day he was to take Horſe.  - Merobanes hav- 


ing thank'd him kindly for his Civility, and 
having told one of the Lords that he would 
ſend them an Expreſs from Corinth of his 
Succeſs in that — accepted Calo- 
mander's kind Invitation, and ſending for 
ſuch Things as he wanted from the Ship, re- 
15 l | ſolv'd 
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folv'd to take Horſe next Morning. But the 
other Lords, being unwilling to give Calo- 
mander too much Trouble, took their Leave 
of him, much againſt Calomander's Inclina- 
tion, who made them promiſe to make uſe 
of his Houſe, during Merobancs's Abſence: 
As ſoon as they were gone, Calomander 
taking Merobanes into a fair Arbour at the 
End of his Garden, and being ſeated, he 
ke to him in the following Terms. 
*MY Lord AMerobanes, your courteous: 
r polite Behaviour, your agreeable Approba- 
© tion, and honourable Acceptance of the 
© ſmall Civilities I have yet had the Honour 
© to offer you, in a Place where you are al- 
together a Stranger, would have ſuffici- 
© ently convinced me of ycur Quality, al- 
© tho' I had not been inform'd of it; and 
© therefore I think myſelf happy in this Oc- 
© caſion of doing you any ſmall Service, and 
© much honour'd in your gracious Accep- 
© tance of it. And altho), to ſearch into the 
Secrets of your Affairs, or to ask you of 
what might be improper to truſt a Stran- 
ger with, would be a Piece of ſuch imper-. 
© tinent Curioſity as I hope you will not be- 
© lieve me capable of; yet, the noble Diſpo- 
© ſition I perceive in you, and the Inclination 
© I find in myſelf, to ſerve you to the utmoſt 
© of my Power, give me ground to hope, 
that you will ſo far gratify me, as to ac- 
© quaint me with the general State of your 
n ʒſ.: 
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Country, fo far as is neither diſhonourable 
for you to diſcover, nor prejudicial to be 


© known abroad.* 25 


* MOST noble Calomander (reply d Me- 
© robanes ) there is ſuch a Luſtre in Virtue, 
© that it can not be hid in Obſcurity. Hence 
© it is that I could not touch upon the Coaſt 
© of Sicionia, much leſs converſe: with any, 
about the Banks of Inachys, without hear- 
ing of the Goodneſs, Liberality, and gene- 
© nerous Hoſpitality of the noble Calomander, 
but as great Minds are, better pleas d in be- 
© ſtowing Favours than in hearing their own 


© juſt Praiſes, I ſhall wave any farther Ac- 


* knowledgment of your Civilities, to 


- © gratify you with what you deſire of me, 


which, altho' very diſproportionable to the 
* Merit of them, would be highly ungrate- 
ful in me to deny, even if I had Reaſon to 
* conceal them from others. But neither is 
my own Share in the Affairs of Numidia, 
* {ach as I have Reaſon to be aſham'd to own, 
* nor is the preſent State of my Country, or 
the Buſineſs which brought me into yours, 
* ſuch Secrets, that I need to be afraid to 
©divulge, much leſs to impart them to you, 
to whoſe Wiſdom and Honour I could 
© ſafely truſt Things of the greateſt Impor- 
* tance, and which requir'd the greateft Se- 
* crecy. But if I ſhall not have the Plea- 
* ſure to ſhew the Confidence I have of you; 
by the Recital I am going to make to you. 

* "03 (things 
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(things having, of late, by the Favour of 
Heaven taken ſuch a Turn, as to give a 
© blefled Opportunity of diſcovering the 
© preat Secret, in which the Safety, indeed 
the Being of our Conſtitution lay hid) yet I 
hope (in lieu of that) to give you ſuch Sa- 


ttisfaction, as a Perſon of your refin'd Vir- 
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© tue and Love of Juſtice, can not fail to 
© take, in hearing of the Triumph of injur'd 
© Innocence, after having been long oppreſs'd 
by ſacceſsful Tzranny and. Uſurpation.” Hav- 
© ing ſaid this, Merohanes beginning at Hiar- 
bes's Acceſſion to the 'Throne of * Numidia, 
related the Hiſtory of his Lite, the Uſur- 
pation and Death of Vorolandes, and having 
finiſn'd his Story; © This (added he) my 
© Lord Calomander, is my Buſineſs in Sicionza, 
gig. to find out my royal Maſter. For this 
© I came upon your Coaſts, and for this I 
55 — * with your Afiiſtance, to go to Co- 
rin h. 28 8 ä 


ScCARCELI had Calomander thankd 


. Nerobanes for the Pleaſure he had given him 


by his agreeable Story, and congratulated 
with him the happy Concluſion of it, but a 
Servant came to tell Calomander, that there 
were a Parcel of Shepherds in the Court, 
who had brought a young Gentleman, whom 
they accus'd of a Deſign of ſtealing their 
Sheep, 'and with great Rudeneſs demanded 

_ Juſtice. .Calomander, who was well acquain- 
red with their” Manner, and yet knew them 
. og | throughly 


let you know how I have ſtumbled upon 
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throughly - honeſt, altho' not very polite, 


taking Merobanes into the Dining Room, it 


being near Supper-time, making an Apol 


for leaving him, went out to talk with the 


Shepherds. . 1 32 
- AS ſoon as they ſaw Calomander, two or 


three of them began to ſpeak at once, one 


accuſing the Youth of having taken a white 


Lamb, another a brown Kid. But Calo- 
mander impoſing Silence upon them, having 


ſurvey d the Priſoner, and finding nothing in 
his Aſpect which denoted any Inclination to 
Thieving, after he had commended the Shep- 
herds for their Care, he deſired the Gentle- 


man to tell him the Truth of the Adven- 
ture; who with. a chearful Countenance 
thus told his St | 


: © Mot eee I ama Stranger 
in Sicionia, but altho my Stay in it has 
© been but ſhort, I have often heard of my 
© Lord Calomander's Virtue, which begot in 
© me an.ambitious Deſire to have the Ho- 
© nour to be known to you, and now, ſuch 


is my good Fortune (ſaid he ſmiling) that 


I am firſt admitted to your Acquaintance, 
under the honeſt Reputation of a Sheep- 
© ſtealer; to which Trade of Life I cannot 


tell by what Deſtiny I have. been driven, 
being an utter Stranger to the chief Part 


of that Calling, having never learned, of 2 


my Father the Art of Butchery. But to 


this 


— —— — eng gs — _ . 
n Dee — r TO ea Ing ne gow a 


"= OY 


ä -m 


188 LETTERS fam 


© this honourable Employment, I muſt tell 
5 you, that attend a Gentleman at Corinth, 
* Who, being a Stranger in this Kingdom, 
© has Occaſion to fend Letters abroad, and 
© having heard by an Expreſs which was ſenr 
**o Court yeſterday Morning, that there 
* were ſome Numidian Ships upon this Coaſt, 
I was ſent by him, to enquire whether I 
might hear ſome Account of a Gentleman 


© with whom. we have Correſpondence in 


that Country. 


But having loſt my Way, 
© and ſeeing the Ships at Anchor, I reſolved. 
to take the neareſt Road to the Sea-ſide, 
* when I fell in among ſome Hedges, where 
© T believe my Impatience occaſioned my 
© having treſpaſſed upon ſome of theſe ho- 


_ © neſt Shepherds Grounds, by endeavouring 


* to cut a Paſlage with my Sword, to come 
©. at a High-way which-I ſaw not far off: 


This brought a Number of them about 


me. I at firſt gave them fair Words; bur, 
© that having no Effect, and that they call'd' 
me ugly Names, I was provoked to ſtrike 
one of them with my Whip, and when 
they endeavoured to lay violent Hands 
upon me, I put my Hand to my Sword, 
(which I had put up, after I had cut the 
Hedge that hinder'd my Paſſage) upon 
© which they retired. But one of them hav- 
ing loosd my Horſe from the Tree to 
<-which I had tied him, ventur'd to get up- 
* on his Back; but he was ſo ill inſtructed 

| 8 in 
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zin the Art of Horſemanſhip, that pulling 

© the Reins a little too ſtrongly, the Horſe 
very unmannerly rearing up, threw his new 
© Rider upon the Ground. At this they 
© cried out, that both Horſe and Man ought 
© to be carried before my Lord Calomander. 
Aſſoon as I heard them ſay fo, I told them, 


that provided they would not offer me any 


© other Incivility, and would take hold of the 


©. Bridle of my Horſe, (who was very peace- 


© able when no-body was on his Back) I. 
* would go along with them to my Lord Ca- 
© Jlomander. And thus, my Lord, I am 


| © brought before you in this reputable man- 


ner, and ſubmit myſelf to your-Juſtice ; _ 
and altho' I ſhould have choſen to have 
had the Honour to have been introdueed 
© to you, in a mannet more-agreeable to 


© you and to myſelf, yet I can eaſily for- 


© give-the Affront they have put upon me, 
© {ince they have done me the Pleaſure of 
© giving me an Opportunity, altho in a very 
© odd Way, of gratifying the Defire 1 have 
© long had of being known to my Lord Ca- 
& lomander.” 8 "4 WE: 

THE Youth having thus ſpoken with a 
Grace, which made Calomander have a good 
Opinion of his Underſtanding; and there 
being ſomething in his Aſpe& which pleaſed 
him, he turned to the Shepherds, and hav- 
ing praiſed their Diligence, and their aſſiſt- 
ing one another in Defence of their Pro- 
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perty, he bade them go home, aſſuring them 


that he would take care to chaſtiſe the young 


Gentleman in ſuch a manner, as he ſhould 


never give them any farther Trouble. Hav- 
ing diſmiſs'd the Shepherds, he thus addreſſed 


himſelf to the young Gentleman. 
© SIR, altho' I do not fo much as know 
© your Name nor Country, yet I ſee ſome- 


thing in your Countenance and Behaviour, 
which convinces me that you were bred to 
an other Occupation, than what thoſe rude 
Fellows have accuſed you of. And the.e- 
fore, if your Buſineſs is not very urgent, I 
ſentence you to be my Priſoner this Nięht, 
and to take up with ſuch Fate as my 


_ *_ Houſe affords, in lieu of the Lamb and 


Kid you have been diſappointed of; and 
Whatever your Affairs may be, in this 
Country, you may depend upon anv Aſſiſt- 
ance I can give you.” Moſt noble Calo- 
mander, (replied the Youth) it is no ſmall 
Satisfaction to me, that you ſhould find, 


always endeavour to improve that good 
Opiniog you are pleaſed to have of me, 


ſent as a Puniſhment, as an Honour 1 
would have purchaſed at a much dearer 


c 


* Rate, than by my Scuffle with the Sep- 
* herds. . My Name is Achates, I was born 
© 1a Numidia, and have the Honour to be- 
long to a noble Youth, now at Corinth, 2 ; 
A 8 : - .C t 


in me, any Signs of Virtue; and I ſhall 


and I accept what you are pleaſed to repre- 
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the ſame Country, who is called Ariftoge- 
nes. We have travell'd for ſome time, to 
improve ourſelves, by ſeeing the Cuſtoms 
and Manners of different Nations; and not 
having heard from our Friends in Numidia 
of a long time, and hearing that ſome Ni- 
© midian Ships | were arrived upon this Coaſt, 
I left Corinth, in hopes to find Means to 
« tranſmit Letters to a Nobleman of tha t 
Country, called Merobanes, with whom we 
keep a Correſpondence & 

1 am glad (ſaid Calomander) that the 
© Rudeneſs of the Shepherds has proved ſo 


A A&A K = _X> 


A 


lucky, as to give me an Opportunity, not 


* only to be acquainted with a Gentleman 
* for whom I have conceived a very great 
< Efteem, but likewi'e to bring you to the 
* Sight of Merobanes, the Admiral of Nu- 
* midia, who is now in my Houſe, and to 
* whom it is Time I mw you, having been 
: * detained too long from him by the Adven- 


* ture of the Shepherds,” Achates was moſt 


agreeably ſurpriſed at Calomander's Words, 


who having obtained Leave of Merobanes to 
bring Ac hates to him, he was no ſooner in- 
troduced, but Merobanes knew the true Ma- 
derbal, under the Appearance of the feign'd 
Achates, But Achates, altho'-raviſhed with 
Joy to ſee his F ather, yet being ignorant of 
the State of Affairs in Numidia, and of Ca. 
lomanders being made acquainted with t 1em, 
lung Merobanes with great MY Lad, 
or 


. 2 
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© Lord, (ſaid he) I have ſome Matters of 
* Conſequence to impart to you, when you 
*< ſhall be at leiſure to hear them.” Caloman- 
der, who was as diſcreet as courteous, taking 
this as a ſufficient Warning to leave them 
alone, pretending ſome. Buſineſs, quitted the 
Room, ſhutting the Door after him. 
HE was no fooner one, but Acbates fal- 
ling on his Knees, with Tears, of Joy, ſaid, 
My dear Lord and Father, have you forgot 
your Son Mgderbal* At theſe Words, 
Merobanes falling on his Neck, they em- 
brac'd one another for ſcme Time without 
ſpeaking one Word. But at laſt Merobanes 
recovering himſelf: My dear Son, ſaid he, 
I am overjoy'd to ſee you; but that my Joy 
* may be complete, give me News of Hyemp- 
* ſal .Does he live, and do well? The Prince 
is at Corinth, reply'd Maderbal, and it was 
by his Order that I was going towards the 
Shore to find Means of ſending Letters to 
* you.” But how is it, ſaid Merobanes, that 
© you have chang d your Names, whichi con- 
© founded me? Such was the Prince's Plea- 
* ſure, reply'd Maderbal, that we might be 
the more retir'd for ſome Reaſons which he 
© will communicate to you.” That ſhall be 
© ſoon, faid Merobanes; but as I have told 
our whole Story to Calomander, It is not fit 
© we ſhould keep him longer ignorant of your 
Zo being in his Houſe.” My Lord, reply d 
A e 
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rbal, Perhaps the Prince may not ap- 
| | prove 
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© prove of your diſcovering him to Strangers. 
His Affairs have taken ſuch a lucky Turn 


in Numidia, ſaid Merobanes, that there is 


* now no Danger of his being diſcover d any 
© where. But whatever may be his Deſign 
© of keeping himſelf incognito in this Coun» 
try, Calomander is too much a Man of Ho- 
© nour to be ſuſpected. Maderbal having 
the ſame good Opinion of Calomander, they 
ſent one of the Servants to deſire his Com- 
pany. And as ſoon as he came in, Meroba- 
nes embracing him, © Moſt noble Calomander, 
* ſaid he, Heaven favours your Virtue, by 
making your Houſe the happy Temple, 
* whe e the ſupreme Powers en ee their 
Bleſſings. Here I have found my Son, 
and here I am bleſs'd with News of my 
Sovereign. I am indeed, reply d Caloman- 
* der, infinitely indebted to the divine Good- 

© neſs, for the many undeſerved Favours 
daily pour'd upon me; and I prize it as 
© none of the leaſt, that the ſecret Hand of 
Providence has convey'd ſuch noble Gueſts 
under my Roof, and has ſo unexpectedly 
brought you to the Knowledge of what, by 
© the Changes of Names, might have been 


difficult for you to come at. I congratu- 
late you moſt heartily for having found your 
Prince, and a Son, by all 
© worthy of ſuch a Father; and I ſhall think 


ppearances 


2 . | 
myſelt very happy if I can any Way con- 
tribute to the Satisfaction of Ferſons of . 
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© great Rank, and who, by what I have 
heard and ſeen, are leſs conſiderable for 
© their Dignity, than for their Virtue.” Whilſt 
Merobanes and Achates made ſuitable Returns 


to this obliging Speech of Calomander, a 


Servant came to tell him that Supper was 
on the Table, fo that laying aſide their par- 
ticular Converſation, they adjourn'd to the 
Dining Room, where they had a noble En- 
tertainment, and Calomander's Lady with a- 
greeable Wit, mix'd with Civility and. good 
Nature, jeſted with Achates about the new 
Trade the Shepherds had fix'd upon him, to 
which he anſwer'd. with equal Tumour and 
good Manners. 

AFTER Supper, the Lady [Bax "vhs retir'd, 
they enter'd again upon. the great Affarr, 
Aerobanes expreſſing Bis ace Deſire to 
find out his Prince, ſaid, he would proſe- 
cute his intended journey the next Day. 


Calomander told him, that the Horſes were 


ready, bur if it were not impertinent in him 
to give his Advice, he would diſwade him 
from 8 * For, ſaid he, it ſeems 
: by the Prince's changing his Name, and 

* obliging your Son to do the ſame, that he 


© has no Inclination to be known. But a 


© Perſon of your Rank and Quality going to 
© Corinth, and bein 72 in Mempſal's Com- 
pany, may breed Suſpicion of his Great- 


© neſs, and that Suſpicion may excite Curio- 
5 ſity, and ſet * Haeds to Work to pry 
e 
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© jnto the Secret, and ſo make Diſcoveries 
which Hyempſal might not approve. He 
therefore advis'd, that Achates ſhould go 
back, by himſelf, and give the Prince an 
Account how Matters ſtood, and to receive 
his Commands. This Counſel was highly 


approved by Achates, and ſubmitted to by. 


Merobanes. And fo, Merobanes having told 
his Son what had paſs'd in Numidia ſince 
the laſt Time he had ſeen them; as ſoon as 
it was day, Achates mounted a freſh Horſe 
of Calomnanders, and return'd to Corinth, 
taking a Gruom along, with him. 
MEROBANES being unwilling to con- 
ceal the good News he had heard from his 
Companions, deſir'd Calomander's Company 
aboard, which he readily agreeing to, they 
din'd in the Admiral-Ship, where Merobaues, 
having made a Signal for the chief Perſons 
in the other Ships ro come aboard him, told 
them that he had receiv'd Intelligence of 
the King, and that he hop'd, in a ſhort 
Time, he would be with them. But having 
told the noble Men, who were aboard, the 
Truth of the Caſe, he, by Calomander's 
Counſel, advis'd them not to be a-ſhore when 
the King ſhould come to Calomander's Houſe 
but to wait his Orders aboard. 3 
HAVING thus concerted Matters, and 
din'd aboard the Admiral, Calomander in- 
vited all the Lords, and other principal Per- 
ſons of the Fleet, to dine with him the next 


82 Day. 
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Day. And then return'd by himſelf. Mero- 
- kanes pretending Buſineſs, excus'd himſelf 
from going back with him, that he might 
not give any Occaſion of Diſtaſte to his 
Friends aboard, by his ſtaying aſhore alone: 
The next Day they all din'd at Caloman- 
ders, and thus diverted themſelves ſometimes 
aboard, and ſometimes aſhore, during the 
Abſence of Maderbal. | 
WHEN the fifth Day of Maderbal's 
Ne was come, Merobanes, as was be- 
fore concerted, went to Calomander's Houſe, 
where, towards Evening, Achates arriv'd, 
telling Merobanes, that the King was at hand, 
with Calomander's Groom, but that he had 
fent him before, to deſire Calomander and 
him, to receive him only as Ariſtogenes, and 
that they ſhould be treated as Relations 
of Merobanes. ; 
THIS Caution being given, the Prince 
| arriv'd, and having been ſaluted by Calb- 
 mander as a Stranger of Quality, and by 
Merobanes as his near Kinſman, they retir'd 
to Merobanes's Apartment, where, Calo- 
mander having left them (notwithitanding 
their defiring him to ſtay) Merobanes fell 
upon his Knees to his King, who embracing 
him in his Arms, rais'd him up, and told 
him, in moſt obliging Terms, that he found, 
by the Recital of the Affairs of Numidia, 
made to him by Achates, he had not only 
been oblig'd to. him. in his Infancy for the 
8 3 ; | ſaving 


Farneſt of the * repoſe in you, and 
| | EV 
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faving of his Life, (for which, and for his © 


Education, he ſhould always look upon him 
as his Father) but that in the latter Part of 
the Story, he ſaw the Revenge of his Bro- 


 ther's Murder, and of the ill Uſage of his Mo- 


ther and Siſter, together with his own Reſto- 
ration, was 1atirely owing to his Courage and 


Conduct; fo that being indebted to him both 


for his Life and Crown, he aſſur'd him that 


he would make Ue of both to ſhew his 
Gratitude to fo faithful a-Counſellor, and fo 
kind a Father. WE: 

MEROBANES charm'd with the Grace 


and Majeſty with which the King accompa- 


nied bis Words, endeavour'd by the moſt 
ſubmiſſive Expreſſions of Loyalty, to leſſen 
his own Merit, and to give the Praiſe of the 


Settlement of the Peace of Numidia to thoſe 


who were join'd with him in the laſt Tranſac- 
tions. Bur HMHyempſal, ſtopping him ſhort, 
My dear Father, ſaid he, do not ſtrive to 
© leflen the Obligations I am under to you, 
© by extolling the Merit of others. I am 
* not inſenſible of whit I owe to Adromedal, 
BHerut ban, and many others of my faithful 
© Numidians, whoſe Service I intend, and 
hope I ſhall be able to pay to their Satisfae- 


tion; but I fhall never be able to acquit 
* myſelt to you, to my own liking, altho 
your Virtue and Modeſty may put it in 


my Power to do it to yours. But as an 


ol 


198 LETTERS ffom 4 


© of my Inclination to reward your uncom- 
© mon Services, I intend to commit the Go- 


© vernment of my Kingdom into your Hands, 


© it being impoſſible for me to leave this 
Country, before I bring an Affair to a Con- 
cluſion in which I am engag d. But Sir, 
reply d Merobanes, can any Affair be of ſuch 
Conſequence, as to make you defer taking 
Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Numidia? 
* Yes, ſaid Hyemp/al, in the Affair in which 
©I am embark'd here, my Lite is bound up, 
and it may miſcarry by my withdrawing 
* from this Kingdom at prelent; whereas my 


Crown, as it was recover'd, ſo it may ſtill 


be preſerv'd by your prudent Conduct, and 


15 Government. But to ſhew you, my 
-C 


dear Merobanes, that it is no trifling Mat- 
C- . 4 7 

ter which detains me here, I muſt give you 
ga ſhort Account of what has paſt ſince the 


 <laſt Letters I had from you in Sicily, which 


©I ſhall do at a convenient Time; but it is 
© what I will, at preſent truſt to no- body 
© but to yourſelf, and my dear Brother Ma- 
© derbal, who knows the very Thoughts of 
my Heart. But it is now Time to call 
© Calomander,” | 
MEROBANES finding Hyempſal. fix d in 
his Purpoſe beg'd of him to adviſe with Ca- 
lomander in this critical Juncture, and there- 
fore he being come into the Apartment, Hy- 
empſal told him, that a Matter of great 
Importance having happen d to him in Es; 
| | hic 
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which made his Preſence neceſſary there for 
ſome Time, he was reſolv'd to make Meroba- 
nes his Vice-roy in Numidia, and deſired. 
his Advice how to ſatisfy the Numidians. 


Calomander finding him reſolv'd, anſwer'd, 


that he thought it proper to ſend for the 


Numidian Noblemen to come to him, but 


that they ſhould, in Publick, treat him as 
Ariſtogenes, and having appriz'd them of his 
Deſign, and prepar'd them for it, by ſuch 
Reaſons as his Majeſty thought fit to ac» 
quaint them with, he ſhould afterwards go 
aboard the Fleet, and there publickly deli- 


ver his Commiſſion to Merobanes, but not 


till the Fleet was ready to ſail, leſt it ſhould 
be reported in Sicionia, and fo fruſtrate his 
Intention - of living unknown at Corinth. 
This Advice was approv'd of, and the next 
Day Merobanes went aboard, and having in 
Calomander's Name, invited the Lords to 
Dinner, he gave them their Inſtructions, and 
ſo went a-ſhore with them. | 
HOWEVER. they were charm'd at the 
Sight of their King, whaſe Perſon and Beha- 
viour out-did even their Imagination, yet 
having received his Commands by Meroba- 
nes, they treated him as a private ee 
before the Servants of Calomander. But when. 
they were alone, they humbled themſelves. 


to him, and kiſs'd his Hand. The King having: 


been before acquainted by. Merobanes of their 


ſeveral Merits, and Quality, received them. 
| graciouſly,, 
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eraciouſly, and ſpoke to each of them ſepa- 
rately, as it he had known them a long 
Time. And having ask'd them ſeveral Queſ- 
tions about Numidia, and ſhew'd, in ſeveral 


Inſtances, that he underſtood the Intereſt of 


it, he told them in general, that he was - 
bout an Affair in Greece, which he hop'd 
would turn conſiderably to the Advantage of 
hisown Kingdom; but as it was as yet only 
in Embrio, he could not think ot going to 
Numidia, and therefore hop'd they would 
chearſully obey Merobanex, whom he deſign'd 


to appoint as his Vice-roy, till his Return, 


which he hop'd would not be long. 


- ALTHO' the Lords were ſurpris'd, at firſt, 


with this Propoſal, yet the King ſpoke-with 
ſuch Authority, and gave ſuch Reaſons for 
it, that they acquieſced in his Majeſty's De- 
termination, promiſing a ready Obedience 
to his Commiſſion, whoever bore it, and 
thanking him for having deſign'd it in fo 
good Hands as thoſe of Merobaues. After 
this they went to Dinner, and. ſoon after the 
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LETTER XXX. 
SELIM at London , to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
. * Of Free-Maſons. 


N other Day I was to ſee a great Pro- 


ceſſion with my Friend Liberius, in a 
reat Square as large as our Bazar at 


— 


1/pahan, but full of Palaces, where a great 


Number of Nobility refide ; there were near 


two hundred Gentlemens Coaches attending 


one of the Peers of Parliament. I asked Li- 


berins, what it meant. He told me they 
were going in ſolemn Proceſſion to a publick 
Entertainment, as being a Society older 
(ſaid he, with a Smile) than the Original 


Coma. Who are they? faid I. They. 
are, replied he, the Society of Free-Maſons, 


who have honoured theſe Lords, and chief 


Gentlemen of the Kingdom, by receiving 


them into their Order ; and the Lords and 


Gentlemen, whoſe Coaches you fee attend-. 


ing in the Square, come here to do Honour 
to the Society, in their Turn. The Grand- 


Maſter for the Lear paſt comes accompanied 
by the chief of the Society, to go along 


with the Grand-Maſter ele& to a magnifi- 
| cent 
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cent Dinner, after which, the Maſter ele& 
1s to enter upon his Office. . 
I have heard, ſaid I, a good deal of thoſe 
Free-Maſons, and have ſeen ſeveral. Things, 
relating to their Order, handed about; and 
ſhould be glad to be farther let into the Se- 
cret; if there is nothing in it that is incon- 
ſiſtent with Religion or Morality, and if my 
Friend Liberius knows any thing of the 
Myſtery (which he is at Liberty to unfold) 
I ſhould be much obliged. to him to inſtruct 
me.. hot * 85 
LIBERIUS ſtop'd me- fhort with this 
Reply. Signior Selim, there is a Myſtery in 


every Society, which they who are bred up 


in it do not care to divulge, nor is it fit they 
ſhould. And by what I have heard of this 
ancient Society, it is the beſt guarded of all 
others, ſo that any Man who would pretend 


to divulge any of the Secrets of it to others, 


who have not been regularly admitted into 


the Fraternity,. muſt be ſuch a profligate 


Villain, as no Man of Honour can give Cre+ 
dit to. Hence I conclude that, as thoſe 
Gentlemen who are the Directors of this 
Society are Men of Senſe, they would not 
admit any into it, but ſuch as they have 
Reaſon to believe are Men of Honour, and 
have Regard to the Obligations they put 


_ themſelves under, with great Solemnity, at 


their Admiſſion. So that if you have ſeen 
any pretended Account of any. of the Myfte- 
| | ries 
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nes of. the Society of Free and Accepted Ma- 
ſons, you may believe it is a ſbam Story, 
framed by ſome idle Fellows, who have given 
themſelves Airs, to gratify the Curioſities of 
the Ladies, with whom they have had greater 
Credit, than they could pretend to have 
with this ancient and honourable Society. 1 
can tell you no more, added he, but it will 
be worth your while to obſerve the Caval- 
cade. | b | 
As Liberius had finiſh'd his Speech, the 
Proceſſion began, which was uſher'd in with 
Muſick of different Kinds, ſuch as 'Trum- 
pets, Drums, Haut-boys, French Horns, c. 
every one of which, well- mounted on Horſe- 
back, had his Apron, which is one of the 
ſigns of the Society. After them followed 
the ſeveral Members of the Society, with 


their ſeveral Badges, all Inſtruments belong- 


ing to Maſonry, ſuch as Compaſles, Squares, 
Levels, Sc. ſome of Gold, others of Silver, 
and their Aprons adorned with the different 
Colours of the Lodges to which they be- 
longed. Theſe went along in Coaches be- 
longing to the Society, which is compoſed ot 
the chiet Nobility and Gentry of the King- 
dom; and laſt of all went the Grand-Maſter 
for the Time being, together with the Grand- 
Maſter elect, both Peers of Parliament, the 
firſt, of Scotland, and the other, of England, 
both Men of undoubted Honour; and I can't 
omit to tell the, that altho' the Grand- 

4 5 Maſter 


204 LETTERS from a 
Maſter for the laſt Year is one of the Sixteen 
for Scotland, and conſequently againſt the 
| Proteſters. and Petitioners, of which I have 
given thee ſome Account in a former Letter, 
my Friend Liberius aſſures me, that they all 
ſpeak of him with the greateſt Eſteem and 
- purer In this Cavalcade there were above 
180 Coaches, all belonging to Noblemen, 
and Gentlemen, whom they diſtinguiſh from 
the Nobility, contrary to the Cuſtom of other 
Nations. | 1 
BUT I was told of a particular Piece of 
Hiſtory with Regard to this noble Society, 
which gave me a great Veneration for them, 
and would give me the greateſt Inclination to 
court their Friendſhip, of any thing I have 
er heard. 885 
I was told that the famous Farinelli, who 
has been courted by the Grandees, Male 
and Female, of all Sorts, after a meſt extra- 
ordinary Manner, and who is indeed a Pro- 
digy in his Profeſſion, and ct out by Nature 
and Art to pleaſe the Ladies Ears at leaſt, 
having a great Ambition to enter into this 
| honourable Society, offered his Service to re- | 
gale them with his Wind- pipe at their Enter- 
tainment. The Society ſent him Word that 
none was fit to be a Maſon, who was not ca- 
pable of carrying Stones. How the Ladies 
will reliſh this Afﬀront to their Favourite I 
don't know, but it has given me ſuch a high 
Eſteem for the Society, that if my Friend 
| | Liberius, 
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Liberius, who is one of them, as I have Rea- 
ſon to believe, can get me introduced, I ſhall 
be proud to make one in ſuch an honourable 

Order: $i 
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SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan, 
Of King CRARILES II. 


TOLD thee lately of Oliver Cromęuells 
Government, which, by the Method he 
made uſe of to come at it, and the Meaſures 
he took to ſupport it, thou may'ft imagine 
became very grievous to the Nation. And 
indeed it was ſo to that Degree, that there 
was a general Joy at his Death, the loyal 
Party ſeeing themſelves freed from the Vi- 
gilance of a cunning Pryer into their ſecret 
Cabals, and the Republicans hoping to get 
their Datch Government eſtabliſh'd, which 
he alone had defeated. D 
WHAT I wrote to thee upon the Subject 
of Charles I. and Oliver, was a ſhort Sum- 
mary of what I had read in Clarendon's 
Hiſtory, What I am now to write is taken 
out of the other Hiſtories of England, which 
were publiſh'd by Men of Candor and Inte- 


grity before R——'s or B—'$s durſt ſhew - 


1 their 
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their Heads; and Liberius ſhew'd me a prin- 
ted Letter, from a Writer of good Credit to 
that Right Reverend Legend-monger (in his 
Life-time, and above twenty Tears before 
his Hiſtory came out) telling him that he 
had, by Chance, ſeen a Part of the MS. of 
this Hiſtory ; in which he ſays there are ſeve- 
ral flat Lies; and challenges him to print his 


Hiſtory, that he may have an Opportunity 


to prove the Truth of what he there aſſerts. 
From the other Hiſtories therefore, and not 
from the Forgeries or Hear-ſays of theſe two 
juſtly exceptionable Romances, I ſhall give 
thee a ſhort Abridgment of the Reign of 
CRE: / nog nt, + 
KING CARL Es II. having been mira- 
culouſly preſerv'd in the Year 1651, and as 
miraculouſſy reſtord to the Throne in 1660, 
was recelv'd with all the Acclamat ions ot a 
People, almoſt out of their Wits for Joy to 
find the Conftitution, under which they had 
been ſo long happy, reſtor'd, and the Nation 
freed from the Confuſion into which the 
Madneſs of popular Schemes had thrown it. 
And had that injur'd Prince been as fond of 
arbitrary Power, as the Republican Writers 
wou!d make him, he did not want Under- 
ſtanding and Penetration enough to have pro- 


fited ol: the Inclinations of his firſt Parliament, 


to have given him more Power than he 
thought fit to ask. 


— 


NOR 
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NOR let the Honour of this Moderation 
be aſcrib'd intirely to the Earl of Clarendon, 


for it is well known, that after his Baniſh- 


ment, © the Earl of Shaftsberry, who was 
© not a Man of very ſtrict Principles, having 
© chalk'd out a Way to make the King as ab- 


ſolute as the Great Mogul, King Charles thro 


©a Diffidence in his Nature, and Averſion to 
©Enterprizes of Hazard, but chiefs out of a 
Principle of Generoſity, that would not per- 
© mit him to make ſo ill a Return, to a Peo- 
ple who had ſo frankly reſtor d him, re- 


jected the pernicious Advice. Shaftsbury 


being diſguſted at this Slight ©* broke Mea- 
© ſares with the Court, and being violent in 
his Paſſions, and implacable in ch Malice, 
he conceiv'd fo mortal an Averſion to the 
* King, that like a baffled Raviſher, he re- 
©ſolv'd to ruin that Virtue, which he could 
© not debauch.”' *. S 5 
FOR the Space of ten Years after the Re- 
ſtoration, England was as happy as any Na- 
tion could deſire, if Peace, Plenty and Li- 
berty can make a Nation ſo. And altho' the 
Licenciouſneſs of the King's Morals with re- 
gard to the fair Sex (which was, in a Country 
where it was forbidden by the Laws of 
Church and State, a great Reflection upon 
his Character) gave too great Encourage- 
ment to his Court to follow his Example; yet 


+ Bev. Higgons's View of the Engliſh Hiſtory, p. 298. 
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the Care he took to prefer Men of Parts and 
Learning, as well as of unexceptionable Pi- 
ety to moſt of the Dignities in the Church, 
is a Sign that he had no ill Intentions that 
way, however he indulg'd himſelf in his fa- 
vourite Vice. 5 

THUS was the King happy in his People, 
and the Kingdoms in him for ſome Time, 
till the unhappy Diſcovery of his Brother's 
having been perverted to the Church of Rome 


during his Exile. This gave a real Grief 


and terrible Apprehenſions to many loyal 
Subjects, from a juſt Abhorrence of the In- 
fluence of the Principles of it upon the Ac- 
tions of ſuch as profeſs it. But this Incident 
gave the Republican Party new Life, who 
were almoſt extimguiſh'd after the Reſtoration. 

FOR ſome Time nothing was talk d of 
but Plots, Maſſacres, Invaſions; and if that 


Proſtitute u Oats had been curs'd with 
Senſe and Cunning equal to his Impudence 
and Malice, he had been able to have hang'd 


half the Nation. But he was ſo clearly 
. guilty of ſeveral Perjuries, that no 

an of Honour or Probity will attempt to 
vindicate him. N N 
IHE chief End of the Plot was to frighten 
the Nation againſt a Popiſh Succeſſor, and 


the Matter was now thought ripe for being 


brought into Parliament, as — it 
was. But the King being determin'd not 
to make a Law (ſinee there was none made 
ay before) 


1 , «. 


right, was involv'd in ſuch Inconveniencies 


| by the Struggles of the Party to hamper 


him, that he was oblig'd to diflolve two Par- 
liaments ſucceſſively, one at Weſtminſter, and 
another at Oxford, who would have purſu'd 
the ſame violent Methods as their Predeceſ- 
ſors had done before, if the King's own good 


Senſe had not got the better ot them, "and 
left them in the utmoſt Confuſion at their be- 
ing diſappointed of the Game they thought £ 


they had in the Tolls. 


AFTER this the King govern'd with a 
ſtricter Rein, but not with arbitrary Power, 
aſſuming no more Authority than what the | 


Law allow'd him. And the Effect of it was 


a ready and chearful Obedience in the Gene- 8 


rality of the Nation. 


BUT there was ſtill a reſtleſs Faction, . 


which wanted to get rid of the whole Race 


of Kings; from them came the Rye-houſe 
Plot, 0 elegantly related in a particular Hi- 
ſtory by Dr. Sprat Bp. of Rochefter. The 


Defign was to murder the King and Duke in 


their, Return from New-Market. Bur Pro- 


vidence diſappointed the Plot, and diſcover'd 


ſome of the Authors, who own'd the Fact 
at their Execution; and yet there are ſome 


who have the Modeſty to call it a ſham Plot. 


Having thus gotten the better of his Enemies, 


King Charles liv'd in Triumph ſome ſixteen 


or eighteen Months, and then was ſnatch'd 
+ 4 hl away 
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before) to cut his Brother out of his Birtl- 


8 


. away in a Fit of an Apoplexy in the 55th 
Year of. his Age: * of 9723 
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LETTER XXXII. 
SELIM. at London, to MIRZA ar Iſpahan. 
of the Revolution. 


I ']-PON: the Demiſe of King Charles II. 
| his Brother James mounted the Throne 
Firhout any Oppoſition. But as I told thee 
in ſhort,* ſome Moons ago, Upon the Be- 
lief of his attempting to change the Reli- 
gion of the Country, the Nation took the 
Alarm; and the Preachers of Non-re/i#- 
'© ance learn'd. to ret. A Revolution was 
thought neceſſary, and that Neceſſity pro- 
duc d one. . 
AD now the Sticklers for Liberty tell 
us that the Conftitution was chang d, and ever 
fince has been upon a different Foot from whar 
it was before, and the preſent Family, who 
govern theſe Kingdoms with fo much Wiſ- 
dom, they ſay can pretend to no Right but a 
Parliamentary one; and that clog'd with 
* with ſuch Limitations, as the Parliament, 


* dee the 16 Volume of Letters from a Perſian, Sc. 
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© which gave them the Crown, thought fit to 


lay them under. If this be true, my Friend 


Liberius allows it to be an original Contract, 
and he thinks it 1s the only one that can be 


produced in England. And the Liberty- 


men ſay unleſs the Lords and Commons, in 


Parliament, give up their Rights and Privi= 


© leges (ſtipulated by the preſented Family, 
© at the Acceſſion of any of them to the 
Throne) every Article of that Stipulation, 


and every Branch of thoſe Privileges, is as 


much, by the preſent Conſtitution, the Na- 


© tion's Right, as the Crown is the Right of 
any of the preſent Family. For they are 


© built upon the ſame Foundation, and muſt: 
* ſtand and fall together. | 
. THUS, for Inſtance, ſhould any of the 


Deſcendants of the preſent King, yet unborn, 5 | 


give himſelf up to Presbyterianiſm, or any 


other iſin, arid endeavour to ſubvert the. 


Church of England, he would, according to 
them, ipſo facto forteit the Crown, and let 


never ſo many Qaths of Allegiance be taken 


to ſuch a they become null and void by 


bis breaking the original Contract, by which 


alone, ſay they, he has a Right to be King. 

SHOULD. the Duke of Saxony, or the 
King of Pruſſia, or any other Prince invade 
the Hanover Dominions, in After-ages (for 
the preſent King's known Courage and mili- 


tary Skill will make the boldeſt of them. 


think twice before they run ſuch a — 
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and ſhould a King of England, of that iI\uftri- 


ous Houſe, pretend (without Conſent of Par- 


liament, which can do every Thing) to ſend 


one Ship of War, or one Regiment of his 


Guards, to the Aſſiſtance of his German Do- 
minions, in the utmoſt Neceſſity, the Cap- 
tain of that Man of War, or the Colonel of 
that Regiment, may refuſe to go upon ſucbran 
Expedition; and if they ſhould go, without 
Authority of Parliament, we are told they 
might, and indeed ought to be hang'd at their 
Return, altho' their Orders ſhould be pro- 
duced ſigned by the then King, and coun- 
terſign'd by the Secretary of State. The 
like may be ſaid of any of the Limitations 
expreſly mention'd in the Act of Settlement, 
which chey ſay is now the Magna Charta of 


the Liberties of England. | 


” — 


HIS, fays the Crafiſinan, is the preſent 


happy Conſtitution of this Country, and un- 


leſs the People are trick'd out of their Li- 
berty, or that their Privileges ſhall be bought 


and fold by their own Money, they are in 


no Danger of ever loſing them. It ſuch a 


 Misfortune ſhould ever happen to them, it 
muſt be in ſome after Reign, when either the 
King ſhall prove a head-ſtrong Stickler for 


Power, and has a round Sum of Money to 
purchaſe it, or when he has a blundering 
firſt Miniſter, who having, by Want ot Skill, 
brought the Nation into Straits, muſt make 


uſe of the publick Money to corrupt a Ma- 


jority 
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jority in both Houſes of Parliament, to ſtop 
Inquiries into the Adminiſtration. But theſe 
are Bugbears at a vaſt diſtant Proſpect. The 
Honour and Wiſdom of his preſent Majeſty, 
and the known Ability and Integrity of the 
Miniſter, and the indefatigable Induſtry and 
Management of thoſe employ d under him, 
together with their unuſual Penetration, and 
inimitable Dexterity in working up all their 
ſeveral Allies to come into the Meaſures the 
Miniſter and his Friends think fit to lay 
down to them, guſt, whilſt /ach a King and 
ſuch a Miniftry are join d together, make the 
Nation happy, if they are ſo wiſe as to know 
_ „ and if, _ the. 
owers urope are going toget the 
Ears, ſor making new N People of 
Eng > Ie have the Senſe to eſtabliſn the 12 
Authority. of of their own King, and the true In- 
dependence of both Houſes of Parliament, they: 


may be 1 * * rei memoriam. 
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LETTER XXXIIL 


SELIM at London, 20 MIRZ A at-Iſpahan. 


PE NG vother Day in a Coffer-houſe 


with my Friend Lilerius we ſaw on 
the other Side of the Table a dapper Fel- 


low reading an old News-paper, which we 


ſoon perceiv'd by his Behaviour to be a 


' Craftſman; for after he had got thro? half a 


Column This Caleb, ſaid he, has got a 


© Name, and the D-—1 knows by what 
* Sorcery, Fhere are a parcel of Fools who 


*cry .up this Paper for writing againſt Cor- 
©ruption, that is, in. other Words againſt 
© Miniſtry, but they do not conſider that 
what he calls Corruption is one of the great- 
eſt. Advantages of our happy Conſtitu- 
tion. Liberius prick'd up his- Ears at 
this, and turning to the Gentleman, Pray 
Str, ſaid he, Let me undeſſtand you. * Why 
Sir, {aid the other, the greateſt Security of 
the preſent Government is founded upon the 
Affections of the People, now if the pre- 
*:ſent King gives more Money amor g his 
Subjects than ever any of his W 
« 
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never mentions. either the 
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© did, that muſt endear him the more 


\ © to them; for Liberality in a Prince is the 
| © readielt Way to procure the People's Af- 
< feCtion.” 


SIR, faid Liberius, I thought you were 


going to argue againſt the Craftſman, and in 


that I ſhould have been glad ro have borne 
my Part, for, I own to you, I have a Li- 
king to that Paper, becauſe upon the Sub- 
jeCt of Corruption, and the Conſequences na- 
turally ariſing from it, I think he nas written 
good Senſe, and. what I can ſcarce believe 
any Body can Anſwer. But where do you 
find in any of his Papers of Corruption one 
Word, by which the King can be brought 
into the Scrape. He knows, as all-England 


does, that both their Majeſties are good Oe- 


conomiſts, and do not throw away their 
Money. Nor is there Occaſion for giving 
it to bribe People's Affection. Their own 
Virtues, and their known Care for the Inte- 
reſt and Advantage of the Kingdom, are 
ſufficient to gain the Love of Britain. So that, 
when the Crafi/man ſpeaks againſt Vice, he 
King's Name, 

nor that of the Queen's, in the ſame Page; 
and I dare anſwer for him, that he would 
take it very ill, if any one would interpret 
his Meaning that Way.  _ 5 
NOR does he ſay that Corruption has got 
into the Parliament, or that there is either 
Peer or Commoner who takes As 
. ? r 


— 


' 
ou 
3 
'4 
LU 
N 
4 
wy 
1! 
if 
. 
. 
4 
i" 
in 
nn 
_ 
1 
55 b 
I 
4 
a 
1 84 
$*:5 * 
4 Jy oo 
Hy 
BE e 
Uh 
—_ = 
4.0". 
CY = 
t on Tal 
=_ = , 
IS | 
\ Z ; 
4 LT o 1 
{ 
o » 1 | 
”_ 1 wy 
1 6! 
3 5 N 
* oy =_ . 
i 
= "1 $ 
| il 
18 = i 
4 1 ' 
T6 
1h 11 IF 
2 „ 
TEL 5 
5 mo * 
1 N . 4 
1 
1 Fo "4 i 
a1 An : : 
_ i 
\ | » Yo f 
on Y | - 
q N * 
14 1 4 
1 1 
7 
i f = 1 L 
WY 
b . 1 
= " 
1 
„ 
i 
' 5 
. 
; 
N ' 
758: 
'f 
4 o 
vl : 
AN 
ry * 
44 
| 
1 
„ 
U p \ 1 x 
10 


e 
: — 5 — 
— — 1 
= 2. — 2. $:os 
LY 13 


2 
— 


1 N. 


- 2c. = 


216 LETTERS froma 


for his Vote, but would bring an Action a- 


gainſt any Man who ſays he does. But being 
a long- headed Fellow, he labours to put the 
People upon their Guard, leſt ſome wicked 
MirigerThould ariſe hereafter, who would 
make uſe of the Treaſury to bribe Peers 
and Commoners to vote for a Bill of his 


drawing up, or to ſupport a Scheme of his 


inventing. So that, Sir, if you have any 
War with the Craft/man, you muſt ſhew 
that ſuppoſing a Miniſter, and ſuch a Cor- 


rupt Parliament, that the Nation would be 
better for it; and that Liberty would be 


ſafer then, than it is now. 


SIR, reply'd the other, 1 maintain that 


in ſach a Situation, it is a general Advan- 


tage to the Nation. For then there 1s not 
a Freeholder, nor a Burgeſs of a Corpora 


tion in Britain, but what has or may have a 


Sum of Money for his Vote, and if there 


are ſome - honeſt Fools who refuſe to take it, 


it is their Faults. By this Method, once in 


ſeven Years at leaſt, and may be oftner, No- 


ney circulates thro? the Kingdom. 


ANOTHER great Advantage of what 


you call Bribery, is, that many worthy Gen- 


tlemen, who underſtand the State of the Na- 


tion, altho they have not an Inch of Land 
in it, nor a Farthing of Money but what 
for their Vote, might ſtarve but for 


they er | 
their being brought into Parliament, by Mo- 


rey 


ney given by Some-body, And I think Mo- 
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ney cannot be better laid out than in bringing 
ebe 


* 


in ſuch as can ſerve their Country to th 
Purpoſe. | 1 

YOUR Arguments are ſtrong and conclu- 
ſive, ſaid Liberius, and I dont know but you 
may make me a Proſelyte. For it is very 
plain, that it is a confiderable Advantage to 
any Society, that the publick Fund of Mo- 
ney. belonging to it ſhould be apply'd by the 
Treaſurer or Caſp-keeper, to hire ten Raſcals 
of the Society, to rob the Reſt of it, that the 
Society's Money may circulate thro! the more 
Hands, and fo be of more extenſive Uſe. 
And that any Society muſt expe& to be 
better ſerv'd, by ſuch who have no Stake in 
it, than by thoſe who have their all there; 
and that he who takes Money for his Vote, 
withont asking any other Queſtion than the 
Will, Pleaſure, and Intereſt of the Treaſurer, 
is more a Friend to the Society, than he 


Who. having no View, but the good of the 


Society, fooliſhly prefers that to the parti- 
cular Intereſt of the Treaſureror Caſh-keeper. 
BU pray, Sir, who gives the Money ro 
bribe thoſe Perfons to ſerve their Country ? 
Is it not the Nation's Money? And is it the 
fame Thing to the People of Eſtates whether 
they pay one Shilling in the Pound Land Tax, 
or five? Or when a Duty is impos'd upon 


the Neceſſaries of Life, is it the ſame Thing 


whether Bread, for Inſtance, is fold for a 
Penny a Pound or three Pence? If that be 
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your Logic for Corruption it is Time to look 
after you ; for I ſuppoſe by your Reaſoning, 
that you are one of thoſe pretty Gentlemen, 
who want to be brib'd into the Houſe of 
Commons, to help to vote an Exciſe upon the 
Nation. But our upright Miniſter is too 
Juſt, and too much a Friend to his Country 
to ſuffer ſuch Vermine to get within thoſe 
' hallow'd Walls; and I hope the Nation will 
take ſuch Methods as to hinder ſuch an At- 
rack upon their Liberties; and would ſooner 
provide Ropes to hang ſuch Mungrels, 
than Money to bribe ſuch as you to deſtroy 
your Country. 2 

MY Friend ſpoke this with ſuch a becom- 
ing Zeal, that he receiv'd the univerſal Ap- 
plauſe of the whole Coffee-houſe, and my 
Gentleman did not ſtay to read out the 
. reſt of his Paper, but ſlunk out of the 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
© Of Fuſlice. 


S my Friend Liberius and I were Yother 

Day walking thro' Weftminfter-Hall, 
the Place, as thou knoweſt, of Judicature, 
where all Cauſes of Civil Right are cogni- 
z3b'e, this. naturally introduced a Converſa- 
tion of the Manner of Juftice, as adminiſter'd 

in Eugland. a | 
LIBERIUS ſaid, that the Courts of Juttice 
in England, altho' they were managed in an- 
other Manner, and by different Rules from 

thoſe of the Greeks and Romans, which is 
commonly called the Civil Law, yet they 
were founded upon good Reaſon; and 1t 
there were but one Regulation made in them, 
they would be the moſt agreeable to a free 
Nation of any in the World. I asked him 
what that Regulation was? He ſaid, if there 
were a Law made to determine the Time of 
every Law-ſuit, andy to oblige the Courts to 
give Decrees in ſuch a limited Term in eve- 

ry Cauſe that was brought before them. 
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TO ſhew you, ſaid he, the Advantage of 
our Law, I need only tell you, that there 
are few Appeals from West minſter- Hall to 
the Houſe of Lords, where the Decrees are 
revers'd. I do not deny, ſaid he, but what 
they call the Civil Law, if duly obſerved, 
and in good Hands, is an excellent Rule. 
But let me tell you, that it is as liable to 
be abuſed as any other. 55 

THERE is a Country far from this, 
which values itſelf upon admin iſtring Juſtice 
by the Standard of the Civil Law, and I 
cannot deny, but their Judges, time out of 
mind, have been famous tor juſt Decrees in 
Civil Rights. But of late, a certain great 
Man has had the naming the Judges in that 
Country, and has model'd them, in ſuch a 
Manner, that his Will is the Standard of 

uſtice in that once famous Bench. And J 
ave been aſſured from good Hands, that 
there is no Proceſs comes before the Judges 
there, but the Politicians can determine be- 
fore-hand how it ſhall go. The firſt Queſtion 
is, whether is the Plaintiff or Defendant in 
the Intereſt of the great Man? and when 
they have once found out. that, they will, 
without Heſitation, tell how the Cauſe will 


without conſidering the Juſtice of one 


ide or the other. And a particular Ac- 
quaintance of mine from that Country (but 
to our great Comfort far removed from happy 
England) afſured. me, 'That be would for = 


* 


J SR. 0 OOF - TTY 


could be ſhewed in any 
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his Eſtate in it, if for ſome Years paſt, an 
Man could be named who has gained a Cauſe 


before the Judges, were the Merits of it ever 


ſo juſt, who was an Enemy to the great Man, 
or any one had loſt a Plea, tho never fo un- 
juſt, who. was recommended by him to the 
Judges. He added, that there were yet 
fome as honeſt Judges upon that Bench, as 

Tribunat in Chriften- 
dom, but the great Man had, by his Inte- 
reſt at Court, got a Majority, and ſo _ 
every Thing his own Way; and now, ſaid 


© 


he, the Law is made a Stale to Politicks, 


and he who would gain a Law-ſuit muſt. vote ; 
for the Perſon named by the great Man to 


repreſent the People at the Meeting of the 
States (J ſuppoſe it is in-Dezmark, or ſome 
Place about the ſame Latitude) and by this 
prudent Management the great Man has 
got the Majority of Members of the Diet 
in his Power. And, as I have been aſſured 
by ſeveral Men of Senſe from thoſe Parts, he 
is as abſolute in the Government of thoſe 


\ Provinces, and preſcribes in as arbitrary a 


Manner, as our great Sophi, or the Grand 


Signior. And when Complaints are made in 


the Diet, againſt ſuch Proceedings, he does 
not trouble himſelf to vindicate his own - 


Conduct, but votes the Complaint out of 


the Diet, and goes on. 


'E ſup=- 
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I ſuppoſe, ſaid I, the People of that Coun- 
try do not . to Liberty, as you do in 


Englaud. The Generality of the Country 
are almoſt mad at it, replied Liberius, but 

you will think there is ſome Magic in this 
Juen to enable the great Man thus to 
nage Affairs, againſt the Intereſt and In- 
clinations of the People. But his Motto is, 

Flectere ſi nequeo Superos, Acheronta mo- 
v 5 
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RN 
SELIM at London, to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 
| Of Charity. 


AM ſurpriſed, my dear Mirza; to ſee 
1 the Miſapplication of Charity in this 
great City. For beſides what I told thee 
lately of their Encouragement to a Set of 
raſcally Foreign Beggars in Rags, who ſtroll 
up and down the Streets, ſinging their Pray- 
ers, there is another Abuſe ot Charity not 
eaſily accounted for. : 

I have been informed, that Farinelli, whoſe 
Name and Character thou art. now acquainted 
with, has by Contract above 1500 J. a Year 
for ſinging upon the Stage, (a Sum which 
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many a Foreign Prince would give all his 
Eſtate to have inſured to him) beſides the 
Preſents made to him for ſinging in private 
Houſes, which I am told amounts to a Re- 
venue able to maintain a Coach and Six. 
And to mend the matter, this modeſt Night- 
ingale muſt have a Benefit Night in the Ope- 
ra, where he has Time given him to diſtri- 
bute his Tickets. Thoſe Tickets are Pieces 
of Paper, where the Day of the Moon, and 
the Perſon's Name for whoſe Benefit the O- 
pera is to be acted, are ſet down, together 


with the Opera to be performed. 


THE Tickets are generally Half-guineas 
for the Pit, and Crowns-apiece. for the Gal- 
lery (theſe are different Places, . where the 
Audience fit to hear the: Charmer.) But 
upon Farinelli's Night, I am told, that the 
Ladies and Gentlemen ſo generouſly made 
their Offerings to him, thar inſtead of 200 /. 


which is all that can be made at an ordinary 


Performance, he clear'd 2000 J. others ſay 


3000 J. For inſtead of Half-a-guinea, the 


ordinary Price, ſome gave 50, ſome 60, and 
ſome 100 Guineas, for one Ticket. And J 
was told of one Lady, who preſented him 
with 3o Guineas in a Gold Box worth 20 
more, and bluſhing, mace an Apology to the 


dear Creature for offering him fo little. 


L had | 
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I had juſt heard this, when I ſaw an Ad- 
vertiſement of a Benefit-Play for a TRADES- 
MAN under MISFORTUNES: Jure, 
thought I to myſelf, they who gave fo libe- 
rally to a Fellow, whoſe whole Generation, 
time ont of mind, were never worth the 
rwentieth Part of what he got for one Night's 
finging, will exert themſelves to aſſiſt this 
poor Man, who, perhaps, by Decay of Bu- 
fineſs, Want of Health, Accidents in Deal- 
ing, or other Misfortunes, not in his Power 
o foreſee or prevent, may have been reduced 
to the Neceſſity of procuring this Benefit; 
and it was a generous Thing in the Maſter 
of the Houſe to let him have it. 8 

I reſolv'd, therefore, to go and add my 
Mite to help the poor Man, if the Hou 
was not ſo crowded that I could not get in. 
Going to a Coftee-houſe to pick up ſome of 
my Acquaintance to go along with me, I-met 
Liberius, who, as ſoon as ] made the Pro- 
poſal to him, told me, that altho he did not 
uſe to go to Plays, becauſe few of the Come- 
dies were fit: for virtuous Ears, yet he in- 
tended to go to ſee the Charity of the 
Town. Lou can not doubt, ſaid I, ot their 
Charity after what you have heard of Fari- 
nellu's Benefit; ah Selim, {aid Liberius, How 
much are you miſtaken in your Notions of 
this Town, Firſt, Farinelli is a Foreigner, 
and we love foreign Dreſs, foreign Wines, o- 
- reign Monkeys, and foreign W——. Secon Yo 
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he is worth a round Sum of Engliſh Money, 
and has fine Cloths, and never goes abroad 


but in a Chair, or in ſome Lady of Quality's 
Coach or Chariot; and we love People that 


can make a Figure, pull out their Gold 

Watch and Snuff-box: For who could offer 
ſuch a one ſuch a Trifle as would make this 
poor Tradeſman eafy? But, which is more 
alluring than all that, he is an E——h, and 
thereby hangs a Tale. This Tradeſman is 
an Engliſhman, 1s poor, always goes a-foot, 
has little Money, and that he works hard 
for; and is a plain Man. I wiſh he may 
have a good Night, but totell you the 'Truth 


I have but little Hopes of it, from the Diffi- 


culty I have had to put off a few Pit Tickets 
for him, altho' I could not diſpoſe of the 


third Part of what he gave me. Then it 
| feems you know him, faid I, yes, anſwer'& 


Liberius, J know him, and know. him to be 
as honeſt a Man as any of his Profeſſion; and 
that his Misfortunes are not owing to his 
Extravagance, for he is a ſober induſtrious 
Man; one who has good Nature, Gratitnde,, 
and. Compaſſion in the very Heart of him; 
and who I believe would not do a wicked 

Action to be rich, or to be able to make his 
Children go as fine as ſome of their leſs de- 
ſerving Neighbours. And yet I am afraid 
he will make but a poor Benefit of it. Pſhaw, - 
Aid I, you are too rigorous a Cenſor of your 


Countrymen ; let's go and ſee. ws 
f UPON 


— 
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UPON this we went t to the Play-houſe, 
But how was I ſurpris'd to o'ſee it ſo As. 1. 
tell thee Mirgab, it was as empty as their 
Churches are on the firſt Day. There was 
not one ſingle Perſon in the Boxes, which 
make the greateſt of the Benefit. The Pit 
was ſo empty that Liberius who had left his 
Cloak for Fear of being too hot in the Crowd, 
often . with'd he had it to keep hirn from 
catching Cold. 

I told Liberins I was amaz'd to ſee ſo poor 
an Audience, for I had often ſeen it fuller 
when there was no Benefit in the Caſe. Li- 
Berius ſaid, the poor Tradeſman had miſtaken 
his Advertiſement, he ſhould have deliver'd 
his Bills, For the Beneſit of a young W— 
lying 5 her SECOND Child to anotber Mo- 
man 's Husband ; or, for the Benefit of a l- 
RY'D Woman lying in of a Pox by a Lord, 
. who had 2 22 a Wife of his own. Poor 
Tradeſman! thy Benefit will be a dear one 
I doubt. But, ſaid I, he will have ſome 
thing by it, altho' it be but ſmall. Yes, ſaid 


ble, he will yet have about 30 J. (if ſo much) 


and will pay 50 for the Uſe of the Houſe. 


How, ſaid I, for the Uſe of the Houſe ?-1 


thought: the Owner had giren that out of 
DO No, ſaid Liberius, he is to pay 
50 J. for it. Bur I hope; the Proprietor, 
conſidering his Diſappointment, will not ex- 


act the whole; for he is reckon'd a Man of 


Compaſſion. And I have ſince been told 
that 
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that he generouſſy gave the poor Tradeſman 


200 Tickets for another Play to make up his 


Loſs. As we were talking thus, a red gore 
bon Knight appear'd upon the Stage, who 
Liberius told me was the Son of the firſt Mi- 
niſter. I am glad of that, ſaid I, for he is 
come {ſurely to detray the Charges of the 
Houſe. Indeed, ſaid Liberius, he might be 
prevail'd upon to do it, if rightly apply*d to; 
for he is a good natur d an, and there is 
Money enough in the Family. And we 
heard afterwards that without any Appli- 
cation, or ſo much as knowing the poor 
Man, that Gentleman pay'd four times the 

Price of the 1 | 
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ATT 


SELIM at London, 10 MIRZA at Ilpahan. 
The Numidian Hiftory continu'd. 


S ſoon as the Lords were gone, Hy- 
empſal taking Merobanes to the Gar- 


den (whit Achates had engag'd Calomander 
at a Game at Cheſs) they enter'd a pleaſant 


Summer-houſe, where being ſet, e al 
thus began. 7 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall not weary you with a long Detail 
of Maderbal's Travels and mine, after we left 
Mauritania; thoſe being little material, in 
reſpe& of what has happen d to me ſince 
my coming into this Kingdom; I ſhall only 
tell you, in a few Words, that we viſited 
the Countries of Cor/ica, Sardinia and Sicily, 
in ſome of which we had Occaſion to ſhew 
ourſelves in Tiles and Turnaments; in others 
by Wars; in both which we had our Share of 
lory. And I muſt do that Juſtice to the 
Merit of Maderbal, to declare, that I was in 
all our Adventures very much affifted by 
his active Courage, ready Wit, and faithful 
Counſel. But whilſt we ſtaid in Sicily, I got 
acquainted with a Gentleman, with whoſe 
Converſation I was much taken; he was a 
Native of Cyprus, but being a Soldier of 
Fortune, had ſeen ſeveral Countries, and 
could give a very good Account of the dif- 
ferent Natures of the People, the ſeveral In- 
tereſts of Princes, and wherein their Power 
and chief Strength conſiſted. Among other 
Countries, of which he gave me an Account, 
he ſpoke of this 8 of Sicionia, as a 
Country, where there was the juſteſt Mean 
kept between arbitrary Power in the Prince, 
and too great Licence in the Subzect, of any 
in the World: In that Country, ſaid he, no 
aw can be made without the Concurrence 
of the Heads of the Clergy, the Nobility, 
and Repreſentatives of the Nation, 1 
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there being, Numbers from all DiſtriXs of 
the Kingdom, they have. an Opportunity 


not only to conſult the general Intereſt of the 


Nation, in making Laws, but likewiſe the 
Exigences of particular Cities and Counties. 
The People are a brave People, ſaid he, 
but apt to be impos d upon; and as they are 

zealous for their Religion, the very Name 
of Danger to that, will make them under- 
take any thing. And they have been here- 
tofore led into miſerable Confubions, by de- 
ſignin $ Men, out of an Apprehenſion of a 
Correſpondence between their King and the 
Roman Patriarch, altho there never was a 
more zealous Man for the Liberties of the 
Church of Sicionia, nor a greater Enemy to 
the Roman Superſtition than that Prince. 

THIS Cyprian told me ſtrange Things 
of this Kingdom, but it is not my Intention 


to dwell upon that Subject. He fpoke to 


me of the Court of Adraſtes, which gave me 
an Inclination to viſit it; but what ſtruck 
me moſt. was, the Beauty of the Princeſs Ce- 

&nia, whoſe Picture he ſhew'd me, which, 
altho done for her at the Age of fourteen, 
ſo ſurpriz d me, that I could not for a long 


Time take my Eyes from it. I ask d him 
à great many Queſtions about her, and my 


Curioſity was fo excited by all he ſaid, upon 
that Subje&, that having communicated my 
Delign to Maderbal, and having refolv'd be- 
fare, to Jeave the * in Sicily, * 1 
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was not ſatisfy d of the Juſtice of the Quar- 
rel, he came into the Deſign. I endeavour'd 
to purchaſe the Picture, but the Cyprian told 
me he had, ſince I ſaw it, given it to Beliſarius 
Prince of Sicily, who was faid to be in Love 
W aaLeen: 
LEAVING Sicily, therefore altho' I at 
firſt propos d to ſee Rome, yet my Haſte to 
ſee the Princeſs Cælenia, determin'd our Voy- 
age to Naples, having left Letters for you at 
Syracuſe, which I find have miſcarry'd: Croſ- 
ſing that Kingdom, we took Ship at Brun- 
duſium, and fo landed in Sicionia. As ſoon 
as we left Naples, we chang'd our Names to 
Ariſtogenes and Achates, under which we 
now go at Corinth, where Adraftes King of 
Sicionia keeps his Court, and where the in- 
. comparable Celenia lives with her Father, 
ſſhe being his only Child, and conſequently 
the Heireſs of his Dominionss © * 
WE had not been long at Corinth, in 
private Lodgings, till I found, there was 
greater Difficulty in ſeeing the Princeſs than 
. T could have imagin d, in a Country where I 
was inform'd the Ladies enjoy'd great Li- 
berty. But I was told, it Procse led from 
a Deſign of ſtealing her away, which had 
only been prevented by the Honeſty and 
Courage of the Captain of the Guard. I 
was told that ſince the Diſcovery of that 
Plot, very few are admitted to ſee the Prin- 
ceſs, except upon Holy-days, when ſhe 
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comes to the Temple. And then ſhe is ſur- 


rounded with Guards in her Way thither; 


and the Gallery where ſhe fits is ſo contriv'd 
that ſhe is ſeen by no Man, but by the 
Prieſt who officiazes. Having long ftudy'd 
Means to ſatisfy my Curioſity, I at laſt ac- 
compliſh'd it in the Manner I ſhall now tell 

1 | | | 
l HARD by the City of Corinth, there is 
a little Hill, call'd Acrocorinthus, upon the 


Top of which, there was a Temple of old 


conſecrated to Venus, out of the Ruins of 
which there is erected a Chappel, dedicated 
to the Chriftian Worſhip. At a little Diſ- 
tance from thence is the Fountain Pyrene, 


where the Muſes of old, and Chriftian Vir- 


gins now, drink and bath at certain Solem- 
nities. Near this Fountain there is a plea- 
ſant Grove, about the Middle of which is a 
cloſe Arbour, the Walls of which are twiſt- 
ed Twigs and Branches of Trees. In this 
Arbour I was told, the Princeſs us d to per- 

form her Secret Devotions, upon a certain 


Day which they call Aſcenſion- day, before 


the went to Pyrene to bath, after which ſhe 
was to go to the 8 in all which Pro- 


greſs, it was Treaſon for any Man, (except 
the Prieſt, and the Guards who were drawn - 
up round the Hill) to be ſeen, 


HAVING learn'd theſe Things, from 
our Landlord, Maderbal and I went ſome 


Days before the Feltival, to view the Place, 
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and perceiving a Cloſe Thicket on the out- 
fide of the Arbour, where I could ſee thro? 
the Boughs, I reſolv'd to take up my Lodring 
there, the Night before, and ſo wait Cele- 
#ias's coming'the next Das. Having there- 
| fore, by MaderbaPs Aſſiſtance, procur'd 
| Shepherd's Clothes and a Sheep-hook, we 
went to the Place, about the Twilight the 
Night before, and going into the Thicket 
Maderbal cover d me fo with Leaves and 
Branches, as it was not eaſy to diſcover me, 
and then left me. | 1 
IN this Manner did 1 lie that Night, 
waiting with Impatience the Accompliſhment 
of my Deſites, and contriving how to bring 
myſelf off, if I ſhould be diſcorer'd ; which 
was, by pretending that I was a Shepherd, 
who having been, the Evening before, wea- 
ried in the Search of ſome firay Sheep, had 
caſt myſelf down there to reſt, not intending 


to ſtay, but had been overcome with fleep.' 


Indeed, ſaid Merobanes, interrupting him, 
you are qttalify'd for that Trade, and had 
your Majeſty been found, and ſtricttly ex- 
amin'd, you would, probably have prov'd 
ſuch a Shepherd, as Maderbal was a Sheep- 

fledler. | 55 
HOWEVER, (faid Heempſal, continuing 
his Story,) This Di 


propos d by it. For ſcarce had Phebns gild- 


ed the 'Top of Acrocorinthus, when I heard 


the Trumpets of Celenias Guards PE 


—_— ſerv'd the End 1 
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her Wproach, and ſoon after, ſhe came, 
only attended by one Lady, to the Arbour, 
and aſſoon as ſne enter d, the Lady retir'd, 
but whither I know not, for I was fo dazled 
at the Sight of. the Princeſs, that I had no 


Thought of any other Object. Ar firſt, I 


imagin'd it was ſome Goddeſs, who had de- 
ſcended to have ſome Converſation with her, 
in that facred Grove. 'The Arbour ſeem'd 
to be enlighten'd with the Splendor of her 
angelical Countenance ; and her Eyes ſhor 
forth ſuch radiant Beams, as were ſufficient 
to give life wherever they were directed. I 
never thought that the Stars had ſuch Influ- 

ence over human Bodies, as they are ſaid to 
have, till I found the Effects of her lovely 


Eyes npon mylelE -:- oboe 

IO give you an exact Deſcription of her 
Perſon would take more Time, than all the 
reſt of my Diſcourſe. Let it ſuffice me to 


ſay, That her Face was ſo well proportion d, 
that Envy itſelf could not find the leaſt Par- 


ticle to mend, and there was ſo much Maje- 
ſty, temper'd with fo much Sweetneſs, as 
muſt at once command Reſpe& and Love. 
Her Stature was of the juſteſt Mien be- 
tween tall and low, but her Shape ſo exact, 
that no Sculptor could have contriv'd a Sta- 
tue with truer Proportions. # 7 
SU, and a thouſand Times more per- 
fedt did the Princeſs Celenia appear to me, 
which ſo captivated my Soul, that Ldid not 
FR e know. 


I 


Inſtant all in a 
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know whether I was awake or in a Mean. 
but I ſoon found that Cupid having taken his 
Stand tn her lovely Eyes, had ſhot his golden 
Shaft fo right at my Heart, that I was in an 

all 1t Flame, But when ſhe ſell 
on her Knees to her Devotion, I wonder'd 
what Sort of a Deity it conld be, to whom 
ſhe, (who look'd ſo like a Goddefs herſe't) 
paid fuch Adoration.* . .. ... .... "OS 


))) d AT 
* 
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SHE 'utter'd her Prayer with ſuch Humi- 
hty and Devotion, that altho' I did not un- 
detſtand the Meaning ot the half the ſaid, 
(for I ſuppoſe ſhe refer d to ſome Tenets of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which IJ am yet 4 
Stranger to) yet I could not torbear ſaying 
Amen, when ſhe did. n 
Aſſoon as ſhe had ended her Prayer, fhe 


roſe from her Knees, and went out of the 


Arbour, leaving her Handkerchef which had 
unawares drop'd from her, and I perceiving 
it, aſſoon as ſhe was gone, thtuſt my Sheep 
hook thro' the Arbour, and pull'd it to me, 
believing that there was ſome Secret Virtue 
convey d to it, by her Touch, and being 


2 render ſome relative Worſhip there- 


* Here, in the Original, there is an Orthodox 
Prayer inſerted, fir for young Ladies; but the Tran- 
flater thought fit to leave it our, left the Beaux ſhould 
think there was ſome Keligion in the Letters, and 
fo ſpot! che Sale of them, by a D —< othem. * 

. | Heart, 
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Heart. When 1 got it in my Hand. I 
kiſs'd it with great Reverence, and put it in 
my Breaſt cloſe to my now Love-ſick Heart; 
and have ever ſince kept it as a facred Re- 
tick. With that he open'd his Boſom, and- 
took out the Rande to ſhew Meroba- 
nes; on which were wrought, (perhaps by 
Celenias's own Hand) in Silk of divers Co- 
tours, ſome Pictures, and Figures, which. 


neither of them knew the Meaning of; being 


a Woman with a Child in her Arms, and a 
Glory about the Child's Head, on one Side; 
and, on the other, a Man nail'd to a Croſs, 
with the fame Woman ſtanding by, toge- 


ther with others, weeping. 


 HYEMPS AL, having kiſ'd the Hand- 
kerchief, which made Merobanes ſmile, and 


put it again in its Place, thus . in 


his Relation. 

Aſter ſome time, one of her: Ladies came 
to the Arbonr as I ſuppos d, to look for the 
Handkerchet ; but not finding i it, went away 
again, as thinking the Loſs of what I account- 
ed a Treaſure, a "Trifle net worth minding. 

-CELENTA having, according to Cuſtom, | 
bathed herſelf in the Spring, which was out 
of my Sight, went afterwards to the Chaps 


pel, during which Time I was confined to 


my Thicket, where I thought myſelf happier 
than in the ſtatelieſt Palace in Greece But 
no ſooner was ſhe gone, and the Guards re- 


ores, but Aabates came to find me out, 


and 


— - - — 
— —— —  —— —— 
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and: having recounted my Adventure to him; 
we ſtroll'd about the Hill, till Night, and fo 


With a Cloak which he had brought with 


him for that Purpoſe, I got home to my 


Lodgings, with my Heart and Imagination 
fill'd with Celenia s Beauty and Perfections. 
And my Love is ſo increaſed ſince, that nei- 


ther Crown nor Dignity can draw me from 
Sicionia, till I can make my Love known to 


her. This, my dear. Father, is the Load- 


ſtone which keeps me here; and upon the 


Succeſs of my Love depends the Happineſs 


or Miſery of Hyempſal. 


E ROBANE& finding his Sovereign 


ſo bent upon the Accompliſhment of his De- 
ſires, that it would be in vain to attempt to 
divert him from it, and ſeeing nothing in his 


Deſign. but what was honourable for him- 


ſelf;- and advantageous to his Kingdom, pro- 


miſed to ſatisfy his People of the Reaſona- 
dleneſs of his ſtaying abroad, for ſome time, 


and having thanked: him for the Honour he 
deſigned him, in pitching upon him for his 
Deputy, they let the Arbour, and came 


back to the Cheſs-Players, who bad juſt 
agreed to let tlieir Game ſtand: to another 
Opportunity, neither of them being able 

to get any confiderable Advantage of the 


other. e 


A8 Gbon ns:Merohanes's Secretary had en- 


oſs d the Commiſſion, by which the King 
evolved all his Authority upon him, during 
_—_— Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, and that every thing was ready for 
their Departure, Merobanes, Calomander, and 
Maderbal, accompanied Hyempſal aboard the 
Fleet, where he was received with all the 
Marks of Joy imaginable; and all the Offi- 
eers, and many young Gentlemen Voluntiers, 
had the Honour to kiſs his Hand. After 
they had dined, Hyempſal calling the Nobles 
and Officers together, told them, that he 
was at preſent negotiating an Affair with 
fome States in Greece, which would be much 
for the Intereft of Numidia, and therefore 
he could not go home with them; but that he 
had made choice of Merobans, of whoſe Abi= 
lities, and Affection for his Country, they 
were ſufficiently convinced. He therefore 
commanded them to obey Merobanes as his 
Perſon, and told them, that at his Return to 
Numidia, which he hoped would be very 
ſpeedily, he ſhould think himſelf obliged to 
reward and countenance thoſe moſt, who had 
ſhewed the greateſt Regard to his Vice-roy 
during his Abſence. And fo. having ſigned 
the Commiſſion, to which the Seal, brought 
by Merobanes from Numidia, had been affixed, 
the King took Leave of Merobanes, and the 
other Numidians; and the Wind being fair, 


they immediately weigh'd Anchor, the King 


with Calomander and Maderbal coming back 
to Calomander's Houſe in his Barge, which 
had only come at a Signdl given to take them 
aſhote; Calomander having taken Care that 


none 
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Wk his People ſhould thar Day ee 
| With any Numidian, for Fear of. 3 
HYEMPS AL and Maderbal havin 
that Night, took Horſe. the next 
Corinth, after they. had expreſſed ha. _ 


— to Calomanger in the molt 
„ obli 


THIS, my. my dear <A is FA firſt Part 
of the Hiſtor Hyempſal King ot Numi- 
dia. If the 2 Ladies reliſh it, thou 
may ſt command the Reſt of it; but I ſhall 

ſend thee no more of it, till I bear from thee. 
Adieu, my dear Friend. Love thy Selim, as 
dolores, -JIBERTT and © Our 


n 1 . : 
| . : g a T 2 x 4" 3 
4 * " * 4 * ; e 
” 05 5 


